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Giftedness can be a treasure or a millstone.  It can even be seen as a

disease.  "so that is what's wrong with him"

If you are lucky enough to meet with sympathetic understanding teachers

who allow you to learn as fast as you want to, and you are not too

gifted, you will probably have a happy fulfilling school experience, and

come out ready and able to face the world.

If however you are unlucky and meet only teachers who do not believe

children should be allowed to learn faster than the average of their age

peers, who see you as a smarta... ,or a behaviour problem, or who spend

their time bringing you down to size, your school days will be a

misery.  You will either give up trying, stop learning, and become the

behaviour problem they expect, or become more and more depressed until

life does not seem, worth living any more.

If added to the above you are also ignored or bullied by class mates and

have no friends, your school days will become torture, and a waste of

time, and you will leave just as soon, and you are able and sometimes

sooner.

If you are profoundly gifted, you have a greater chance of being lonely

and depressed, and ultimately suicidal.

The above sounds all very general and emotional, but I can give you real

life examples of the above problems.

In my role as a volunteer counsellor for Queensland Association for

Gifted and Talented Children inc. (QAGTC), I hear many sad and

depressing stories.  Most of them are of small/young children, Gr1-2-3,

who are being turned off learning at the very beginning of their school

career.  Children who were reading fluently before they started school,

now read slowly and haltingly like everybody else, or just give up and

refuse to read the much too easy work they are given to read. This is

often interpreted  as 'unable to read', and they are then put in the

remedial reading class.

Starting to provide "gifted education" in upper primary, or High School

is too late. By then many have given up, or spent so many years denying

their abilities to 'fit in', they are no longer sure who they are or

what they could do, if they tried.   

Gifted children are very sensitive to all manner of things.  Scratchy

clothes, foods,  and world problems they can do nothing about.  They are

often perfectionists who drive themselves hard.
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Even if gifted children make it through school without too many major

problems, if they have never met anything they could not do, they have

not learnt how to study.

I have heard  of so many  fathers, uncles, and brothers, mothers aunts

and sisters, of - parents of the gifted children I am discussing, who

gave up in 1st year university, for the above reason, and are now

driving trucks etc.. It is a terrible waste.

I am attaching my conference paper entitled "When Giftedness becomes a

Disability"
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