Re: SENATE EMPLOYMENT, WORKPLACE RELATIONS, SMALL BUSINESS AND EDUCATION REFERENCES COMMITTEE
The Education of Gifted and Talented Children
To whom it may concern.

I will try to make this submission brief. It is based entirely on the experience of my son, who has an IQ which places him in the top 1% of the population.

My son was thought to be ‘gifted and talented’ in primary school but his (now identified) maturity beyond his years was not respected or appreciated in the school setting. Towards the end of primary school he began to reject the routine repetitive nature of tasks and began to show a lack of care for school work. It is now established that he can learn new concepts through observing one example, imagine the frustration of sitting through day after day of examples!

We were told that the High School environment would suit him. Unfortunately it was more of the same. Teachers do not cope well with minds that are way ahead of them. Children who are different do not fit. (Children with low IQs have whole classes dedicated to them!) My son became severely depressed. A psychiatrist recommended that he leave school at age 14 as he had become so unhappy in that environment. 

 

Selective schools seem to cater for mainstream classes. They cater for children who are academic high achievers as measured by traditional testing and teaching methods. If the child has a unique gift or learning style they are not interested, it is too hard.

My son should be able to sit for his Higher School Certificate and/or do part of his first degree. No institution will consider that as an option as he does not have a School Certificate and they are bound, so they say, by regulations that require one.

The only suggested alternative paths for his Education are through private schools with prohibitively high fees.

Should my son live through the trauma of these years I am sure he will do something wonderful with his life. What a pity he can’t begin now! The Educational Psychologists recognise his genius but their hands are tied as are mine when it comes to gaining a fair and fitting education for him, which surely is a right in Australian society.

I have been brief, but I am very happy to provide more thoughts and information should you require it.

Yours faithfully,

[NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED] 

