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PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS
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As The Crow Flies

As The Crow Flies enables gifted students in isolated rural areas, usually in Years 5 to 8, to use interactive technology to link up with other students in their cluster.  The students work together on school projects that address hypothetical issues.  The internet is a major resource.  On completion of the project students meet and present their project outcomes at a joint forum.

This program provides the opportunity to develop practical issues of information technology to support the education of students in general and gifted students in particular.

Australasian International Conference on Gifted Students

The conference brings together teachers from government, Catholic and independent schools, psychologists, parents, students, academics and members of the general community interested in catering for the educational, emotional, social and counseling needs of gifted students.

This conference will provide educators with the latest research in gifted education while at the same time providing opportunities for teachers and educators to share best practice.  Workshops are provided for people just starting in gifted education and for educators with considerable experience in the field.

It is a wonderful opportunity for the international community of educators to share the latest information and insights on the education of gifted students and develop networks between states and countries that will enhance the education of gifted students in Australia and internationally.

Career Education Day

The Gifted Education Section, in conjunction with The University of Melbourne, ran the inaugural program for highly able students from Years 9 to 12.  Experts in the fields of law, arts, medicine, architecture, computing, advertising, engineering, science, psychology and the media facilitate workshops.  Workshops are conducted on site at the university and offer students general career advice and an insight into possible career paths.

Connections

The Connections program involves a cluster of schools providing enrichment programs through after school workshops in a range of activities for gifted students in year P-8.  Programs generally run for five to six weeks with students attending once a week.  Connection programs are now offered in Barwon South Western region, the La Trobe Valley and Bairnsdale in Gippsland region and the Mornington Peninsula in Southern Metropolitan region.

Curriculum Units

The Gifted Education Section has developed curriculum units in science and English across the CSF levels for teachers working with gifted students within the CSF II framework.

The units help teachers incorporate curriculum suitable for gifted students into their regular day to day classroom program.  The introduction to the units provides teachers with a framework from which to develop their own curriculum units.

The units are based on the Integrated Curriculum Model developed by Dr Van Tassel-Baska, the Smith Professor of Education and the Director of the Centre for Gifted Education at the College of William and Mary in Virginia.

Dr Van Tassel-Baska is a world leader in curriculum development for gifted students and worked with the curriculum writers in the initial stages.

Discovery Program

The Discovery Program identifies and nurtures students of high potential from disadvantaged communities and makes striving for excellence the goal of local educational systems.  Furthermore, it sharpens communication skills and develops high level thinking skills in various disciplines.

Early and Middle Years of Schooling

The Early and Middle Years of Schooling strategy provides an excellent opportunity for teachers to cater for gifted students in their mixed ability classroom.  Awareness of the needs of gifted students, a capacity to identify them and provide appropriate educational opportunities, requires specific training.

The Gifted Students in Early Years of Schooling Project will produce supplementary guidelines and professional development to accompany the existing Early Years of Schooling programs.

In the gifted education middle years project clusters, one secondary school and up to three primary schools are involved in the project, which extends the exploration of individual learning pathways for students across Years 5-8+ with an emphasis on highly able students.  Schools involved in the project will trial a range of curriculum and school/classroom organization models to provide more flexible pathways for students.  In addition, three schools from Phase 1 of the Middle Years of Schooling project will provide a report on their experiences during the project and will publish a series of curriculum units suitable for use in the middle years.

Gifted Education Professional Development Program

The Gifted Education Professional Development Program provides videos, workshops activities, a facilitators manual and a resource guide.  It covers identification of gifted students and planning of appropriate programs within the regular classroom.  The program is designed to tap expert input from teacher’s own experience.

Horizons

Horizons is a series of enrichment programs targeting gifted students in Years 8-10 using interactive technology.  Each series consists of three, one-hour interactive television transmissions and includes background material fir teachers and students as well as suggestions for implementation and extension of the topic.

The Gifted Education Section produces the program in conjunction with tertiary, cultural and scientific institutions.  Experts pose questions and raise issues relevant to their areas of expertise. Students are encouraged to participate by telephoning or faxing the presenters throughout the transmissions.  These questions or suggestions are responded to live to air.

Ideabank

Ideabank is a database of teaching and learning strategies that link CSF II with learning technologies.  The Gifted Education Section has trained twelve teachers in the use of Ideabank.  These teachers have developed exemplary gifted lessons for Ideabank.  This is particularly useful for teachers in rural communities where ready access to facilities and professional development opportunities is limited.  The section aims to ensure that teachers in rural communities have the opportunity to paste lessons/activities on Ideabank during 2001.

Local Gifted Education Networks

Gifted Education Networks provide a framework for local support to teachers, parents and gifted students across Victoria.  Each network has a designated network coordinator who arranges meetings and events and forms a vital communication link between teachers and parents and the central Gifted Education Section.  Network coordinators are encouraged to facilitate professional development of teachers, provide support to parents and may also arrange activities for gifted students.

Mentor Guidelines

The aim of these guidelines is to provide interested schools with information about the legal requirements of setting up a mentoring program.  Introductory information and advice on how to go about setting up a program are included.  The guide is generic in its applicability.  A number of specific groups such as Koorie students, LOTE and gifted students are well served by mentor relationships.

Select Entry Accelerated Learning Programs

These programs allow students to complete the first four years of secondary schooling in three years.  Students currently in Year 6 are eligible for selection to participate in a comprehensive acceleration program at a number of locations.  The program provides an alternative for exceptionally bright students.  The program aims to be rigorous and challenging.

Students are selected by a series of tests and interviews during the early part of the year prior to commencing Year 7.  Currently there are 19 Accelerated Learning Programs operating in Victoria.

VCE Extension Studies

VCE Extension Studies provides opportunities for gifted students completing units 3 and 4 in their VCE, or having completed units 3 and 4 prior to commencing their final year of secondary schooling, to be challenged by taking an approved university subject concurrently with their VCE studies.  Data collected and analysed by the Melbourne University Program for High Achieving Students (MUPHAS) indicates that 80% of extension students are achieving a 90-95 Enter score, and that once they enter first year they achieve consistently higher results than other first year students.

Young Researches Club

The Young Researches Club (YRC) is a program of enrichment and extension for gifted students in Years 5 to 8.  Students undertake a program of activities at an advanced level in a range of cultural, scientific and tertiary institutions.  The program aims to provide the students with access to experts in particular fields, a chance to mix with other like minded students and access to extension activities not available within in schools.

Programs are offered through a variety of venues including the Museum of Victoria, the National Gallery of Victoria, The University of Melbourne, the Gould League, CSIRO, the Royal Melbourne Zoological Gardens, Healesville Sanctuary and the Royal Botanic Gardens.  Increasingly, regional locations such as art galleries are establishing programs.  The Bendigo Art Gallery, Sovereign Hill and the Numurkah Historical Society have offered a variety of programs.

