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I work as the Gifted Students’ Program Coordinator at GERRIC (the Gifted Education Research, Resource and Information Centre) at the University of New South Wales. I have been in this position for over a year, prior to which I was an English and ESL teacher at a high school in Sydney’s South West for four years.

I am currently studying a Masters of Education degree at the University of New South Wales, in which one of my areas of specialty is Gifted Education.

My office provides services to families, students, teachers and schools throughout Australia. These services include: 

· the Certificate of Gifted Education (COGE), which is a postgraduate course for teachers. This is taught in both Sydney and Brisbane;

· a counselling and assessment service for families; 

· an annual talent search (the Australian Primary Talent Search) for 1500 – 2000 primary school students; 

· information seminars for parents;

· professional development courses for teachers;

· producing and selling resources (such as books and audio tapes) for schools and parents; 

· inservice courses for schools and school systems;

· student programs during January and July holidays for children in Preschool to Year 12, including two residential programs;

· other student programs during weekends or school holidays;

· publishing a twice-yearly newsletter containing information about research and our activities.

This vast range of services performed by GERRIC demonstrates the very great demand for Gifted Education services. We recently held a weekend of seminars for parents for gifted children (we hold these twice annually) and over 120 people attended, from as far away as Western Australia. In my view, this reflects the growing awareness among the community and the desire for empowerment among families.  

Another example of the demand our office experiences is with the Small Poppies Program which we ran in January 2001. This is a two-day course for students in Years One and Two. The demand for places was so high that we placed 138 students, and had to reject 147 more. In this case, the demand outstripped our capacity to accept applications by more than 100%.

There is clearly a dearth of services for gifted students and their families in Australia, and so the GERRIC office has become established as many people’s first point of call on any matter pertaining to their gifted children. We are regularly contacted for advice about selecting schools, providing students with enrichment, and even basic parenting. We offer this advice for free because we see it as an important service; however, our capacity to adequately assist with people’s needs is often greatly restricted as we do not have the staff or time to pay close attention to all of the requests and cries for help that come our way. However, we do our best and I believe we provide an excellent level of service to all people and groups seeking our services. It is my hope that we will be able to expand our services in order that we can more adequately meet the needs and demands of the Australian community.

The GERRIC office is quite small, as we have just two full time staff, and we are almost entirely self-funding. We have been very fortunate to receive support from McDonalds Australia, and a family that sells DK books; both of these provide us with some money to offer sponsorships to financially disadvantaged and geographically isolated students. Our desire to maintain equity in the delivery of programs is very great, and most would agree that we are doing this very ably; but we are somewhat restricted in offering sponsorships due to the self-funding nature of our organisation.

The students and families who attend our programs overwhelmingly express delight, relief, and even joy at the opportunity to participate in a Gifted Education Program. Sadly, many of those who cannot be placed contact us in the hope that we can somehow still accept them, and sometimes beg us to let them in. 

Gifted students are, by definition, a minority group; and within that group there are many socially disadvantaged groups, such as Aboriginal, geographically isolated, and financially impoverished students. It is my opinion that GERRIC is doing a very good job of serving the needs of Gifted families, as well as meeting the training needs of schools and teachers, but we could do so much more with a higher level of support.

Senator Tierney has been quoted as saying that gifted students deserve support because of the contribution they make to society. I completely agree with this statement, but would like to add that they also deserve support because they have as much right to access appropriate educational provisions as any other person. The enormous demand for our services indicates that the needs of gifted children and families are not being met sufficiently at present, but that people are demanding a higher level of access to services which will cater for their needs. I hope that the Senate Review will see not only how great these needs are, but also the potential of an organisation like GERRIC to meet this need, through existing but over-subscribed programs and structures.

Submitted by

Michael Brosowski

5/44 Rochester St

BOTANY NSW 2019

Phone 0412 033 965

