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Questionnaire
Options
Answer

1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[ Y
]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[ N
]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[ Y
]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[ B
]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[B
]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[ Y
]

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[
Y
]

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[ N
]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[
 E
]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[
 Y
]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[  N
]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[  Y
]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[  Y
]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[  Y
]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[  Y
]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[  N
]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[  Y
]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[  Y
]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[  Y
]

Append any other comments below this line:

Dear Senate Committee members:

My son was accepted into Kindergarten through an early entrance program in Hornsby North Public school but after that the public school he attended  did nothing, because the school told me that they had no budget and every student in the school are gifted and our son are not particularly special.  When I asked the principal for a policy of  gifted and talented students, she told me she could not find it even though she believed it was  in the school.  

The educational department personnel who was responsible for Gifted education in the district told me that 'You are lucky, your son's IQ score is 142 he got accelerated one year, there are other students whose IQ score is 160, they are not allowed to skip grade'. 

It was so devasting for a mum to see his son unhappy and did not want to go to school EVERY MORNING  for 3 years.  Everyone in the school thought  we were pushing parents .   I was so setup I went to see my family doctor who told me to wait for OC class.  However, my son was in Grade 1, there was  at least 3 years wait, I had problem with him refusing to go to school every morning. 

At one point we were very disappointed with the Education systems in Australia until I rang up every possible govt dpts in NSW to find the NSW Gifted and Talented Assoication where I was told about a govt school  'St Ives North Public School' that provides special program for Gifted and Talented  students starting Year 3.

After a selection examination, my son was accepted and he was accerated as well as enriched in the program.  Last but not the least, he was with peers who are like him.   He becomes more confident of himself.  He has friends to play with and is being invited to birthday party from time to time.   I hope more schools will provide special programs for gifted and talented students and the programs should cover from kindergarten  because  they are born with the gifted quality but not suddenly become gifted in Year 3.  

I urge every member of the Senate Committee to grant more funding for everyschool to implement programs for Gifted & Talented students.    

Regards , 

Yvonne Chan       
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