Senate Committee Inquiry Submission (Feb - 2001)

Email: eet.sen@aph.gov.au


Name:Anne Stewart
Phone: 02 8850 3224


Postal Address:
2/7 Pennant St, CASTLE HILL  NSW 2154
Postcode:

Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[No]



2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[No]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[Yes
]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[B
]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[B ]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[YES]


7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[
NO]


different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[NO]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[
A 
]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[
NO] 


11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[NO
]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[YES]


b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[YES]


c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[YES]


d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[YES]


e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[NO
]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[YES]


g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[YES]  & enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[YES]


Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

My experience in dealing with two state primary schools in my area  has only served to confirm that not much has changed in the 25 years since I left school.  There are superficial attempts made to meet my daughters needs however nothing ever comes to much. 

Funding is made available to the children at the lower end of the scale (as it should be – I even go in and assist with their Macquarie Reading Program), however there is very little offered to the other end of the scale -the general consensus seems to be that these children will perform so just leave them to it - which is discriminatory.

I have asked the headmaster why there is no separate enrichment program for the group of quite gifted students

attending this school (I have gone so far as to offer to come in and assist a suitably qualified teacher to set up a  series of  research projects or find a retired teacher to run extension classes e.g. maths) and his response in writing was to say they find it very difficult to find people who are not daunted by these children (my daughter

is 8 yrs old [IQ 186] a delightful child, socially well adjusted, with a wicked sense of humour who all agree

is a pleasure to work with)  I find this response very SAD not to mention infuriating.

Needless to say, as Y5 approaches  I am doing my own research into private schools that will cater to her needs. 

Thank you for your time.   
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