It is the right of all children to learn something new every day.  This is not the case with most gifted children, as they sit in class doing “busy work” and often being behavioural problems, through boredom.  Most teachers are unable to recognize giftedness as they have no training in the field of gifted education.

As the parent of 2 gifted children, aged 8 and 3, and a teacher myself, I am appalled at the lack of teacher education in the field of gifted education.  I am currently studying for my Masters of Special Education (gifted and talented) and realize the full extent, or lack thereof, of training in Western Australia, at least.

I would also like to see early entry into school for those children who are capable of handling school socially, emotionally and intellectually.

Gifted youth have a high rate of suicide, gifted girls have high incidences of anorexia and gifted kids in general have a high rate of dropping out of school early.  If Australia is such a smart country what are we doing to assist these gifted children.  Gifted children are the future of our country.  If they all drop out or commit suicide, it isn’t going to leave much future.

Gifted Children are Special Needs children.  As such the appropriate funding should be made available to ensure that they have every opportunity available to them.  Funding needs to go into teacher education, providing counseling for the children and the parents, early identification of giftedness and to assist support groups such as GATCA.  It is my belief that all training teachers should be introduced to gifted education while at university and that should be more than one or two lectures, but at least a semester module.  

The earlier the identification of gifted children, the better chance there is of that child succeeding to it’s fullest extent.  Often by the time a child is identified as gifted, and that is sometimes as a result of testing for problems such as ADHD and learning difficulties, the child is already a master at masking their giftedness. 

As parents of gifted children we are not after elitist education.  What we are after is the basic right for our child to be educated to the full extent of their ability.

It must also be remembered that giftedness is not exclusive to a certain race, sex or socio economic group.  It is across all people and each should be given the same opportunity.

My personal struggle with the education system is recounted below.

My eldest daughter has been in 2 public school and is in her 2nd private school, in an effort to find somewhere that will meet her needs.  Not bad for a child in 4th class.

We were extremely lucky in preprimary with a teacher who encouraged her to read and do simple arithmetic.  We then moved to the city, for employment reasons, and received no additional help for her.  In fact the teacher assured me that I only felt she was a demanding child as I had other children at home.  This teacher had no training in the field of gifted education, and was unwilling to take the parents concerns in hand.  A trip to the principal was unrewarding with us basically being told the child was in preprimary and needed socialization, not any educational work.  As parents we were told not to push our child.

At the time this child’s favourite activity was to write words out of a dictionary, and try them in new contexts.  This was not encouraged by us as parents, it was her own “game”.

We then moved her to the private school in the hope we would have more say in her education.  We also had her privately assessed.

The assessment showed that she was a gifted child but already at the age of 5 had high levels of stress. This was attributed to the fact that she knew she was different from other children, but nothing was being done for her educational needs.

Two years in the private school were not very successful.  The school did not believe the independent psychologist report, but would not assess themselves, as a “child is too young to assess until they turn 6”.   “All children have special gifts”, “there are other gifted children in the school”, and “gifted children do not need specialized work as they are capable of doing the curriculum” where some of the quotes from that school.  In desperation we even offered to buy resources out of our own money but this offer was declined.


Another year, another school.  This time we felt we had hit the jackpot.  A teacher interested in gifted education, although she had no training.  This was a good year with the teacher attending the occasional inservice that was offered, agreeing to curriculum compacting and starting an after school group for gifted children.

During the year 2000 the school has begun to draft it’s gifted and talented policy.  This came about as a direct result of pressure from the parents of 3 identified gifted children in the school.  As of week 6, term 1 2001 this policy is still being written.  

2001 seems as if it is also going to be a good year with a teacher who is willing to let the child work at her own pace.  However, this child is working above her year level but is continuing to be given work from the curriculum with no real differentiation, except harder work.  Once again the teacher has no training in gifted education – not even inservice training.  She is enthusiastic about teaching my daughter, and has another identified gifted child in the class this year as well, which has helped.

The youngest child, 3, had just started in kindergarten.  We had her assessed at the age of  3 years and  3 weeks, as we knew by then the heartache we faced with her.  Once again she is a gifted child.  I tried to get early entry into schools but had no luck.  It is too early in the year to say what is going to happen in the school, but I see no evidence as yet of the IEP that was promised.

As a teacher, albeit one not working because of raising the family, I decided to gain qualifications in gifted education myself.  I am hoping to get back into the workforce in the very near future, ideally in the field of gifted education.

 I am currently studying for my Masters of Special Education (gifted and talented) externally through Griffith University.  I would have gladly gone back to university here in Western Australia except the universities do not offer any courses in gifted education here.

In order to do my assignments I need to go to 3 universities in Western Australia, and then I can only get about 80% of the texts required.  This gives an indication of how gifted education training is lacking in Western Australia.

On 23rd March I am using my own money to fly to Brisbane and attend a conference on gifted education, by QAGTC, as we do not have such facilities here in Western Australia.  Apart from several prominent people in WA in the field of gifted education, it is like being in the wilderness trying to get information, and speak to people in the field.

I am a member of GATCA (Gifted and Talented Children’s Association of Western Australia) and editor of the GATCA newsletter.  We have discussed having a conference over here for parents and teachers but are unable to afford to attract the speakers from the Eastern States.  

There are many areas that need to be addressed in gifted education.  The main concern I have is that the areas will be looked at, a report will be written and then nothing further will happen.  Gifted education needs to initiated in all school, and parents should know that no matter what school their children are in, private or public, or what socio economic group they come from, that their gifted children are being catered for.

My thanks for being given this opportunity to contribute to the future of our children and our country.
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