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We currently have 2 gifted children attending primary school in the Independent system.  Our experience with the current provisions for gifted students in Tasmania has been as follows:





Our children were previously in the Catholic system, selected because the local state schools could not demonstrate that they could cater for our children’s needs in a systematic manner (ie absence of policy and procedure).  We were also dissatisfied with the Catholic school we originally selected, as provision of a meaningful program for gifted students was left to the goodwill and support of individual teachers in the absence of a school (and Catholic Education Office) policy.  Those teachers who were committed to equitable education for gifted children had little or no support from the school management. The reality was that resources tended to be focused on children with learning difficulties or those who were lagging behind their peers.  Students who excelled in sport also seemed to be catered for, with frequent opportunities for participating in activities outside the school, but academic excellence was not given a similar status.





We have since moved the children to an independent school 40 minutes from our home (we drive past seven other primary schools on the way!!).  It is a more expensive option than any of the others we have investigated and relies on a huge amount of (unpaid) parent input to enable it to fulfil its goals, but we are prepared to provide the time and dedication it requires, as we feel we have exhausted the other options that are accessible to us.  It is basically a compromise between home education and a small school environment, which confirms our belief that in the current system, if you want a good education for a gifted child, you largely have to do it yourself!  That is a sad statement for a teacher with 15 years experience in the State, Catholic and independent systems to make!





What a tragedy for the education system, that those students who can provide a benchmark  of excellence are those who the system is least likely to embrace.   They are most likely to be left to  complete meaningless ‘busy work’ while their peers are coaxed toward standards they have already achieved.











I see the following as the most important issues which should be addressed by this Senate Enquiry:





Identifying gifted children as a clear target group in terms of teacher/school responsibilities.  Equity issues have long focused on under-achieving students, disabled students, ethnic minorities and other ‘disadvantaged’ groups.  It is important that gifted students be clearly and consistently included ˆn any equity-based policy issues.  A clear message must be sent to schools (and those responsible for policy and funding) that gifted children have a right to education at an appropriate level in the same way as these other groups.  





“Gifted Programs” must not be provided as ‘the icing on the cake’ but all teachers must have the expectation and resources to provide consistently meaningful  educational experiences for all their students











My suggestions for improving services available to gifted students are:








Identifying them clearly as a target group to be considered in educational policy making and resource allocation.





Taking steps to encourage a school culture where academic/artistic/musical excellence are valued as highly as sporting excellence.





Giftedness being taken into consideration when allocating class groupings, providing for gifted students to be clustered together within the regular classroom (rather than ‘sharing out the good kids’).





Increased resources available to teachers with gifted students to enable them to provide meaningful experiences for them, not at the expense of the other members of their class.





Teacher education courses and ongoing professional development to include a focus on how to cope with a diversity of ability and where to go for help in identifying and teaching gifted students.
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