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Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[Y]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[N]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[N]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[B]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[B]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[Y]

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[Y]

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[Y]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[B]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[N]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[N]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[Y]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[Y]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[Y]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[Y]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[Y]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[Y]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[Y]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[Y]

Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gifted Children quickly become bored and tired of school which does not meet their needs. 

By not meeting our gifted children’s need we are failing them , denying them of opportunities, and starving their minds.. not to mention the positive progress that can come out of innovative ideas from  fresh , excited, and inquisitive brains. 

By supplying our gifted children with opportunities ,chanels for their energies, and the chance to expand we are showing them that:

a) we –parents, teachers, government- care 

b) we are listening to them

c) their output does matter to us  

d) they are noticed 

e) there is yet a whole lot more to learn, we don’t know it all

f) we appreciate their efforts and zest

g) they are loved and supported

Robert Paris is currently in Year 9-1 of Marcellin College Randwick.

Last year he was in the accelerated group of Math students, this year the same group is called ‘enrichment’

Robert was disappointed and is not looking forward to reviewing material already learned.

I –Mrs Paris (Mother)  had to stress that his scope of Math would be wider and deeper in understanding.

Still Robert gets bored very quickly in class – homework is often done in the classroom, and finished with two third of the time allocated vacant – Robert waits for other students.

Daily I ask for reassurance that the work is done ‘properly’.

Yes more attention and some changes are needed for our gifted children

This questionnaire has been answered based on the school that my child attended in 2000. 

I believe that every child has the right to an appropriate education. 

A differentiated curriculum for gifted students, which includes ability & interest grouping, should be a right not a privilege. 

Gifted children's ability should be nurtured & they should have the opportunity to mix with like-minded children of the same mental age. 

From my knowledge this is not a reality for most gifted children in Australian schools, Robert is lucky his parents can afford to send him to a reasonably ‘open’ minded school willing to embrace new techniques, 

implementing  procedures to identify students of high potential, allowing accelerated progression through the grades, in all providing positive support to the extent of their limitations.

Mrs Chantal Paris

My son Robert Paris – currently attending Marcellin College Randwick

Questionnaire prepared by: Shirley Archer  62 Melbourne Rd, East Lindfield 2070  Ph: (02) 98807145


