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The Secretary
Senate Employment, Workplace Relations,
Small Business and Education References Committee
Suite S1.61
Parliament House
Canberra   ACT   2600

Dear Sir/Madam

Re:  Senate Inquiry into the Education of Gifted and Talented Children

First, I must apologise for making such a late submission but I admit to being rather intimidated by the whole process. Once it was made clear to me that an exhaustive paper wasn't required, I felt more able to put my thoughts to paper (or screen!).

Being the parent of a highly gifted 6 year old child, I can only give you my personal view on our experiences relating to 'Giftedness' and the education of a Gifted child.

I was surprised to find that in the Catholic Education system at least, that there is minimal funding for children such as mine. I find it unequitable that much more funds AND training are allocated to the education of Special Needs children who are at the other end of the scale. My thoughts on those who do not fall within the 'normal' range is that children from both ends of the spectrum should come under the 'Special Education' umbrella, therefore making sure that their individual educational needs will be catered to suitably and funded accordingly. Sadly, there seems to be a lack of knowledge and interest in the suitable education of our students.

I believe that there is not enough emphasis on Gifted Education within the Teacher Training courses. I also believe that many educators, while accepting that Gifted Children do need specialised curriculum, don't believe that it is as important to cater to a gifted child's needs as it is to cater to a child who falls under the term 'Special Education'. I believe that in the training of educators, ALL groups of children, including those whole fall within the 'norm', should be given equal emphasis within the curriculum. 

Of course, the large class sizes in our school systems (both State and Catholic) would hinder any child's education no matter where they fall in the spectrum. Class sizes of 30 children are the norm in our area and, of course, one teacher could never hope to cater to 30 children's differing educational needs. This is where specialist programs and teachers are needed. 

Fortunately, my son is being 'pulled out' once a week for 45 minutes to do a special project with one 'like-minded' child. This, in essence, is wonderful but not nearly enough in my opinion. The rest of his school week he is educated as any other Grade 1 child in the classroom - this is NOT wonderful at all. (And yes, our school has only been able to identify 3 Gifted/Talented children in a school with over 220 students.) Last year, at the age of 5 years and 9 months the Special Education teacher at our school assessed our child. For example, using the test, Neale Reading Analysis his Reading Accuracy Results were: Reading Accuracy Age: 10 years 7months and his Reading Comprehension Age: 10years 5months - which was almost double his chronological age at the time. His other test results were very similar. My point is that here we have a child who is very different in not only educational needs from his chronological peers, he is very different in his demeanour from his age peers and has very different in interests from his peers yet he is schooled EXACTLY the same as his chronological peers. To me this is inherently wrong. One could argue that home schooling is the best option (and we know a few families who are travelling this road now) but for a variety of reasons, formal home schooling would not work for us. So this leads me to my hopes/recommendations:

Recommendations

· Each school needs to have an appropriate number of teachers with graduate qualifications in Gifted Education. 

· Placement of identification procedures for all schools. Ideally, this will include identification checklists and class screening tests.

· Implement early intervention schemes for Gifted and Talented students before the child begins to 'shut down' 

· Easy access for Gifted students to be involved in programs applicable their particular learning needs such as cluster schools programs, TAFE or university courses and Mentor programs.
Thank you for taking the time to read this submission and I hope that serious consideration is given to the points I have raised. Let's give Australia the bright future it deserves by giving ALL children appropriate educational experiences to guide them so that each child has a chance to realise their full potential. 

Yours truly,

Kate Mularczyk
