Senate Submission

THE EDUCATION OF GIFTED AND TELANTED CHILDREN

Access to Gifted Programs for Gifted and Talented Children

In September 2000, an educational psychologist from Murdoch University assessed our daughter (she was 3 years and 5 months old then) and he concluded that she is a gifted child.  The psychologist recommended that she attend kindergarten immediately.  However, no state school (in Perth) was able to enrol her into kindergarten because of her age (she was too young). We had to pay $500 per term to get her into a private kindergarten.  The Education Department of Western Australia could not provide any help when we approached them.  We were told that no state school is able to provide her with an appropriate level of education, as there is no gifted and talented program for young children.   We also found out that if she were to have learning difficulties or disabilities, there would be appropriate programmes for her in state schools.

What we need is very clear guidelines on gifted and talented children education.  They need just as much attention as children with learning difficulties or disabilities do.  They need more stimulation and they must be allowed to accelerate or to attend mixed-aged class.  We think she would have been better off if she started school/kindergarten one year earlier as recommended by the psychologist.  However, we were not given the chance to accelerate her. 

Cost of Books

Because our daughter is reading well and reading a lot of books, we buy a lot of books for her.  We found that the prices of books have gone up by more than 10% after GST.  From our observation, the recommended retail prices for books have increased prior to the introduction of GST.  Adding on the GST has escalated the price of books.  

In addition, we are using school textbooks to educate her since no state school is willing to provide an appropriate level of education.  As she is not attending school yet and does not have a book list, we could not get GST exemption on textbooks.

A review the impact of GST on books is therefore necessary.  In addition, all textbooks should be exempted from GST.  This will avoid taxes on the education of children.

Teachers’ Training
We went to a state kindergarten to seek admission for our daughter last year.  We told the teacher that our daughter could read beyond her age level.  Her remark to us was (I quote) ‘My son could read when he was three and a half but I told him to keep it quiet as the teacher at school would be upset with him’ and proceeded to ignore us.  This showed a failing of the teachers’ training course.

There should be guidelines in teachers’ training curriculum in the recognition of gifted and telanted children and be able to help and encourage gifted children to achieve their potential.
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