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Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[N
]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[N
]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[Y
]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[A
]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[B
]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[N
]

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[
N
]

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[Y*
]

* Only because I insisted on it after I sought external professional advice.


9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[
 B
]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[
 N
]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[N
]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[Y
]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[Y
]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[Y ]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[Y
]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[Y
]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[Y
]

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The above comments refer to my son’s educational experiences in 1999 and 2000.

2001

We have our child to a different school for 2001 in the hope of finding a school environment which meets his educational needs. I am not yet able to report on the new school and this year’s teacher.

Since kindergarten, the first few months, at least, of every year has required from us as parents, a challenging mix of patience, observation, gentle encouragement and then firm negotiation with my child’s new teacher to ensure that his educational needs are being addressed. While I attempt to keep a low profile at school for the sake of my child, I have learnt from experience that no-one else in the school system has the skills or time to identify the specific educational needs of a gifted child let alone address them. I have resigned myself to this duty as parent of a gifted child and have been forced to limit my own career in order to slowly but surely foster my son’s. The process of obtaining a relevant education within the limits of the school and then enhancing it by organising a range of extra-curricular experiences is time-consuming, costly and often without successful outcomes.

OUR HISTORY

Our son is no hand-in-the-air, top-of-the-class, confident and out-there gifted child. He is simply a delightful boy who was adding up our restaurant bills at night and spending his class time in kindergarten circling groups of six ducks!!!. He did not complain. He never has. It is his nature not to rock the boat. He didn’t develop boredom-induced bad behavior. He developed a great wit and turned to sport to keep himself entertained.

At this point, I did not feel my child had any special abilities. I simply felt he should be offered work at school that was at least, at, if not beyond, the level of work he was doing at home in the activity books he chose and bought himself. I sent some examples to the teacher with my son. “Great work” was the response to double figure subtractions. “Now colour in four trains on this worksheet for me."”

My next step was to ask the teacher for more advanced worksheets. (It was a composite class so she had the material on hand.) The response was that of course my son could have the advanced worksheets, but only when he had finished all of the basic ones. Being a perfectionist, my son could spent thirty minutes colouring in six ducks with the most elaborate patterns The gold stars and “Great Colouring” remarks on his maths worksheets inspired him to continue with this detailed artwork for the rest of the year while on the drive home he did progressive doubling of numbers to beyond 500!!.

My son’s teacher had a certificate in gifted and talented education!!

It’s a long story, but an assessment at GERRIC and many interviews later with an unconvinced principal, we agreed to accelerate our son from Kindergarten to Grade 2. This was not what we wanted, but it became evident that the concept of providing advanced material to our son within his age-appropriate class was foreign to the school. 

We were ready in the wings to fill any skills and knowledge gaps that we were sure would arise throughout the Grade 2 year. To our surprise there were none, and our son was awarded the Academic Excellence Award at the end of the year.

His teacher (not G & T trained) identified and responded to his learning level and needs. She allowed him to work on one project to completion or the end of his attention span ( often several hours). She understood that his delay in answering a question was due to him thinking through a range of possible correct responses, rather than assuming he didn’t have clue. She extended him and inspired him by leading him off on tangents from core material.

THE FUTURE

We were not, however, optimistic about the primary years ahead at the school and after considerable research chose another state school in the area that offered more music and drama options and had a brief history of extending children.

Moving schools was traumatic. At one stage our son said “I wish I were dumb and then I wouldn’t have to go to a new school!” We hope it is going to pay off. We’ve encountered our first sign of limitations this week. The students were assessed to determine their ability group for maths. As always, the testing material only extended to that normally mastered in the grade. How would the teacher have any idea if a student’s abilities extended beyond this level? Shouldn’t such rating processes continue on until the student fails on several items? Looks like I’ll be making my debut as “demanding parent” earlier than I’d planned.

We need action, not just policies, that results in the well-documented knowledge about educating these children with special needs being actually implemented in schools. The label ‘Gifted” almost implies self-educating. These children have special learning needs. In not meeting their learning needs the education system is robbing these children of realizing their full potential and robbing this country of many of its future high achievers.
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