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Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[N]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[N]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[N]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[A]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[A]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[N]

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[
N]

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[N]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[
 A]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[
N
]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[Y]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[Y]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[Y]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[Y]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[Y]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[Y]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[Y]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[Y]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[Y]

Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The mandatory Department of Education Policy regarding Gifted and Talented Children is simply ignored at the School my child presently attends.  Some ad hoc activities have been suggested, but despite many requests nothing is actually done.  No one appears to accept that there is in fact a need to cater for gifted children or that they should be catered for.  Further, bright children are targeted by bullies outside the classroom!  

As this is my second year of attempting to rectify the situation it becomes obvious that the practical choices are to either move to another part of Sydney or change to the private school system, or both, as my child’s situation needs to be addressed now, not at some indeterminate future date.  In fact, my child’s intellectual frustration is palpable and motivation non-existent.  Together with social isolation, this is all combining to produce a withdrawing, self-esteem-lacking nine-year old, who up until the year before last was exceedingly articulate and gregarious, with a keen sense of humour.

Compounding the frustration is the fact that my child has to endure the same miseries that I myself suffered as a child, although nowadays we can at least discuss the issues.  Also, I am consciously trying to find a safe pathway for my younger child so that the least possible damage is done to both children and family relationships.  

I am more than happy to be contacted to discuss my experiences or explain my views in relation to the terms of reference of this inquiry.
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