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Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[ N
]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[ N
]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[ N
]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[ A
]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[A
]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[N
]

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[N
]

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[ N
]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[ C
 ]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[ N
 ]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[ Y
]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[ Y
]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[ Y
]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[ Y
]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[ Y
]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[ Y
]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[ Y
]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[ Y
]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[ Y
]

Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have answered this questionnaire on behalf of my daughter Natasha, for the school she attended in 2000. It is this school’s belief that they are one big family and that all the children should be treated the same. Her grade 5 teacher apparently had done a course on teaching gifted students, but her understanding of their needs appeared to be limited. She expressed an interest in Natasha’s results in the Australian Primary Talent Search, so with her approval I employed a gifted consultant to help me explain these and Natasha’s needs to her. By the second meeting, the teacher had become so defensive and offensive, that the consultant and I felt we had no room to move. Correspondence to the principal elicited a “ sorry we did not meet your expectations “ response so I felt I had no option but to remove Natasha from the school.

       Natasha is 11 years old and is attending her third school in as many years. She has tested as highly gifted on a standardised test. Her academic, social and emotional needs are different from her age peers. She is a loving, open child who needs our acceptance and support. As a parent, this is all I ask; that Natasha and other children like her are accepted for what they are, and that their special needs are met so that they can reach their full potential. After all, these are the children who can solve our problems in the future. So, in identifying, nurturing and guiding them today, we are investing in our own tomorrow.
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