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Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[N
]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[N
]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[Y
]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[B
]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[B
]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[Y
]

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[N



different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[N
]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[
E 
]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[N
 


11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[N
]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[Y
]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[Y
]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[Y
]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[Y
]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[Y
]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[Y
]

Append any other comments below this line:

My name is Kate Davies.  I have three children who attend a small, country school in north-west NSW where there is insufficient funding for the facilities to grant teachers the time needed to spend with their gifted students.

There is ample emotional support from the teaching staff as a whole, but where there are ancillary staff (teachers aides etc) to assist with remedial teaching, no such support is available to teachers of gifted students at our school.  In saying this, I am not taking away from the wonderful results that the staff are achieving with remedial reading and mathematics – my son is one of their students.  I am simply stating a fact:  No support is available to teachers with gifted students in there classes at our school. 

The result is that “extension” assignments are mostly done at home which only adds to the homework hours rather than enriching the learning experience as was intended.

To side-step this problem, two of my children have been involved with the University of New South Wales’ Junior Scientia Program.  This two day program has brought together hundreds of bright, young minds eager to expand their fields of learning and discover common interests in classes ranging from Genetic Manipulation and Forensic Science to Performance Poetry and Ancient Egyptian History.

The Junior Scientia Program undoubtedly answers a need, however for us, it requires a 1000 km round trip to Sydney once a year and, two days, once a year is not enough.

If as much funding were granted to teaching gifted students as is granted to academically challenged students, Australia would have a well-balanced education system that we could be truly proud of
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