Senate Committee Inquiry Submission (Feb - 2001)

Email: eet.sen@aph.gov.au


Name:Edi Condack

Phone: 02 9568 2195

Postal Address:
20 Browns Avenue Enmore
Postcode: 2042

Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[Y
]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[N
]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[ Y ]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[
B]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[
B]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[
Y] However the counsellor who is in charge of this is  not up to date on current issues.

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[
N
]

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[ Y
]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[
 E
]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[
 N
]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[
Y]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[Y
]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[
Y]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[N
]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[Y
]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[Y
]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[Y
]

Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

My son was accelerated to enable him to have a challenge in school work, however, his emotional immaturity and his young age in high school (the youngest in a school of 1200) he was 11 and 5 months at the start of Year 7, causes him to be at a disadvantage in certain areas.  We have him in a school which has a higher academic standard but his immaturity causes difficulty in him understanding the importance of applying his full potential.  Of course, motivation is one of the problems of gifted children!  Also, if a child is gifted in several areas, he may be quite low in other curriculum areas.  A child who is gifted is disadvantaged because he may be in an A class because of his giftedness but would cause him distress because he is in the A class for the subjects he is not gifted in.  Then on the other hand, why should a child be in the (for example) D class for everything because he is not as good at English, however every other subject he should be in an A class.  The systems needs to address this anomaly.
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emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers
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]
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Y/N
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21. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
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A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


22. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[
 N
]

23. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[N
]

& emotional well-being?

24. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

i) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[Y
]

j) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[Y
]

k) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

l) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[N
]

m) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

n) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[Y
]

o) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[Y
]

& enrichment opportunities

p) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[Y
]

Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have completed 2 questionnaires as my 2 children have different areas which need to be addressed.  More funding is needed to enable children within their own age class to have an education relevant to their ability.  This means further funding for schools.  The school my younger son attends is an excellent school however there is a need for more funding to help teachers bring out the best in all levels of ability.  

Questionnaire prepared by: Shirley Archer  62 Melbourne Rd, East Lindfield 2070  Ph: (02) 98807145


