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  Talented Children:
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Postal Address: 22 Serle st Middle Park

Questionnaire:

1.  Does your child have access to an appropriate education?

Y/N  [ y ] 

2.  Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the

training that is needed to teach gifted children?

Y/N [ N ]  A low percentage of teachers do.  We have selected a school that has a gifted program, involving a full time teacher that oversees the gifted education of all gifted students in the junior school. 

3.  Part of the government's strategy for the education of gifted and

talented students is that: `After 1995 all schools, where feasible,

should seek to employ at least one teacher who has training in the

education of gifted and talented students.' Are any of the teachers at your school

trained in the education of gifted and talented students? Y/N  [ y ]

4.  How many teachers at your school appear to understand the

academic, social, and emotional needs of the gifted child?

A = No teachers   B = Some teachers  C = All teachers

[ b ]

5. How many teachers at your school are approachable with

respect to gifted issues?

A = No teachers   B = Some teachers  C = All teachers

[ b ]

6.  Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high

potential?

Y/N  [ y ]

7.  Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a

curriculum that is different from the non-gifted students in the

classroom?

Y/N  [ y ]

8.  Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted

students at your school?

Y/N  [ y ]

9.  Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?

A = None   B = Math   C = Reading   D = Other   E = More than

one subject

[E  ]

10.  Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N  [N ]

11.  Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been

damaging to his/her social and emotional well-being?

Y/N  [ N ] Prior to changing to a “gifted friendly” school, considerable emotional damage occurred, resulting in low self esteem, obsessive copying (to fit in) and underachievement.

12.  Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist

gifted children in your school: 

a)  All teacher qualifications should include training in the education of gifted and talented students.

Y/N [ Y ]

b)  Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential

Y/N  [ y ]

c)  Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N  [ y ]

d)  Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N  [ y ]

e)  Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N  [Y ]

f)  Providing mentorships for gifted students

Y/N  [Y] Definitely.

g)  Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of

curriculum and enrichment opportunities

Y/N  [ y ]

h)  Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N [Y]

Append any other comments below:

Our search for gifted education in the public school system was unrewarding and disappointing.  Our family is not well off and we faced a difficult decision:

1. Leaving our gifted child in a school that could not cater for him would leave him with behavior problems due to lack of stimulation and a negative attitude towards school. While he was in this non challenging environment we watched his positive attitudes towards school decrease over time until we had to make a decision for the sake of the child.

2. Place him in a school that could cater for him, but suffer the financial consequences of an education that costs thousands a year. Our decision reflects the importance we place on a stimulating learning environment.

There are many Australian children that have an incredible capacity for learning over and above the curriculum offered. Gifted children can have behavior problems in schools due to the slow pace of the curriculum. There are great efforts made in the area of learning support, however the gifted children also have a need for programs. At the moment they have had to struggle through school unaided, often not being identified as gifted because no-one has the training to identify them and if identified, no acceleration program in place to cater for them.

This problem has been acknowledged in other states and other countries, where programs have been in place for many years and in some places decades. There is an urgent need for the education of gifted children in Queensland and I think it’s the responsibility of the education department to pick up the ball and run with it. These kids have wonderful potential for the future, but they must be given the chance to be stimulated in their chosen area.

