· SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO THE EDUCATION OF GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN

Introduction

In 1988 (9.13), The Senate Inquiry noted that “no Commonwealth programs existed which were targeted specifically to the issue of gifted and talented education in Australia”.  Thirteen years later this situation remains unchanged.  

At the same time, the 1988 Committee remarked that a situation where “no Commonwealth supported program existed”, was undesirable and specific Federal support should be provided to alleviate any disparities between localities (re: Gifted and Talented education).

There is much rhetoric in all states and Territories about education systems, having as a priority, programs to enable students to reach their ‘potential’.  In 1996 Dr. David Kemp, then Minister for Education, gave verbal support for a National Policy.  However, to date no specific outcomes or overtures have been made to support gifted and talented education nationally.  He also stated that it was a Government priority “to raise the national literacy and numeracy standards across the board, with particular focus on disadvantaged groups of students.  It is our contention that this priority MUST include gifted and talented students, especially those underachieving and NOT fulfilling their ‘potential’.  These students are, by definition, Students at Educational Risk (SAER).

_________________________________________________________________________

This submission is intended to brief.  I do not intend to address each of the recommendations in the 1988 Report.  Suffice it to say that ProAPT is affiliated with The Australian Association for Education of Gifted and Talented and endorses the submission by Professor Eddie Braggett, (President, AAEGT).  However, in addition, there are a few points I’d like to bring to the attention of the Committee:

· Professional Development is central to the effective provision for Gifted and Talented children.  In addition to pre-service training in Universities, it is essential to provide post training courses, professional development and incentives to the teaching community.  Western Australia played a strong role in this area in the mid nineties, due to the positive effect of funding to support professional development initiatives.  However, whilst there are a number of States who support professional development there are no specific Commonwealth supported initiatives or incentives for teachers of Gifted and Talented children or those in the wider education community.

· In particular, identification and measurement of Gifted and Talented children is ad hoc and unsatisfactory.  This is especially true if there is reliance on identification by teachers, who, without the support of training, cannot accurately differentiate between ‘potential’, ‘performance’ and ‘compliance’.

· There are notable differences in provision for Gifted and Talented Children between States and Territories. Within the States and Territories there is also disparity between systems and sectors with regard to policy provision.

· There is disparity between Metropolitan and Rural schools with regard to provision and resources.

· Within the Gifted and Talented community, there are minority groups, such as, indigenous students and students with specific learning difficulties.  The needs and abilities of these students are overlooked, misunderstood or ignored.

· Finally, there is a dearth of knowledge and understanding of the needs of Gifted and Talented children, both within the teaching community and throughout the wider community.  The perception that Gifted and Talented Education is elitist, unnecessary and that therefore ‘they can make it on their own’ appears, in the main to governed by ignorance and indifference.

In the the 13 years following the 1988 Senate Inquiry there is still no REAL commitment, directive, policy or funding to support Gifted and Talented Education in Australia.  It is timely, right and proper for a new Inquiry into Gifted and Talented Education.  One with specific outcomes, actions and a timeline is LONG overdue.  The Commonwealth Government needs to make serious commitment to Australia’s Gifted and Talented Students by financially supporting special educational provision for them.

