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Dear Mr Carter

It is thirteen years since the 1988 Senate Select Committee on the Education of Gifted and Talented Children delivered its report:  ‘The Education of Gifted and Talented Children’ (Australian Government Publishing Service, 1988.)  A new inquiry with specific outcomes and actions is well overdue.  

The 1988 Senate Inquiry noted that in 1988 (9.13) “no Commonwealth programs existed which were targeted specifically to the issue of gifted and talented education in Australia”.  In 2001 the situation remains the same.  

The 1988 Committee noted that the non existence of Commonwealth supported programs was undesirable and that specific Federal support should be provided to overcome disparities from locality to locality (in regard to Gifted and Talented education). 

In his address to open the Gifted and Talented Education Research, Resource and Information Centre (GERRIC) at the University of New South Wales in 1997, His Excellency, Gordon Samuels, Governor of New South Wales referred to the 1988 Senate Report and its nine main recommendations and noted that “the situation (of gifted and talented education in Australia) has improved somewhat over the ten year period since the Senate Select Committee delivered its report”.  

While the Minister for Education, Dr David Kemp gave verbal support in 1996 for a national policy, to date there have been no specific outcomes or actions towards supporting gifted and talented education nationally.  The Minister stated that the government’s priority was to raise national literacy standards across the board with particular regard to ‘disadvantaged groups of students’.  This priority should include gifted and talented students who are not fulfilling their potential.

Points To Note

Due to the lack of Federal commitment or targeted funding support for gifted and talented education the major issues are as follows:

· Lack of knowledge and understanding of the needs of gifted and talented students in the wider community and more specifically within the teaching profession generally.  There seems to be a perception that gifted and talented education is elitist and unnecessary.  The issue of gifted and talented education appears in the main to be governed by ignorance and indifference.

· Lack of pre and post training courses and professional development for teachers/ educators in the area of gifted and talented education, specifically in the areas of identification and specific teaching and learning strategies. 

· While there are a number of Commonwealth supported professional development initiatives for educators there is no specific support and little incentives for the professional development of teachers of gifted students. 

· The issue of identification and measurement of gifted and talented children is entirely unsatisfactory, particularly if there is a reliance on teacher identification, when teachers do not have the requisite knowledge or training to accurately identify potential and therefore often make arbitrary decisions based on performance and compliancy rather than potential. 

· The needs and abilities of gifted and talented minority group students, such as indigenous students, those with disabilities and specific learning difficulties are both misunderstood and often ignored.  

· While some states and territories provide some resources and professional development for teachers through general education funding, because of lack of a Federal targetted program, provisions and availability of educational resources for gifted and talented education within the states and territories vary considerably.  

· Not only are there disparities between the states and territories in regard to gifted and talented education provisions and initiatives there is disparity between systems and sectors within each state, disparities between rural and metro schools, and different socio-economic status schools and regions.  

· Where there is states provision for talented education as opposed to the accepted definition of gifted there are inequities of provisions and resources between different disciplines, eg: sport, performing arts versus science, maths etc.

· There is no central, national research centre or information centre on gifted and talented education and there is no national financial support for such a centre or institute.

In 2001, thirteen years after the 1988 Senate Inquiry there is still no Federal  commitment, directive, policy statement or funding support for gifted and talented education in Australia.  

It is time now for the Commonwealth Government make a firm commitment to gifted and talented education and to state clearly that special education provisions must be provided for these students.  . 

Therese Temby

Director

