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I currently have a gifted child/children attending preschool / primary school / high school in the State / Catholic / Independent / Home education system (circle appropriate categories).  My experience with the current provisions for gifted students in Tasmania has been as follows:

· My daughter was diagnosed as gifted in kinder, and it was recommended that she receive extension work in the classroom.  This work was received in Kinder, but was not continued further.  There appeared little communication between consecutive teaching staff, inadequate record keeping within the school, and therefore no follow up extension work was received even though we approached staff and made them aware of Ariel's requirements.

· An Education Department Guidance Officer suggested that Ariel be given specific management.  (eg Blooms Taxonomy).  This was suggested in her Kinder year, but was not followed up until the end of Grade 5.  

· There appears little provision for funding programmes for gifted children.  "…For Ariel to received individual support at school in order for her full potential to be realised … given the tight financial resources of the education system it is doubtful whether this can occur as a special programme" (Guidance Officer Report, 1994).  

· Inadequate funding within our school consists of:  No art teacher, limited music teaching hours, limited physical education hours, limited funding for school library so much so that children are not allowed to bring home non fiction books (due to replacement costs).  Therefore, we as parents were forced to extend Ariel via extra curricular activities.

I see the following as the most important issues which should be addressed by this Senate Enquiry:

· Currently, our school has a physically and intellectually disabled student.  This student receives a full time carer; therefore there exists unequal funding regarding all other students.  Our daughter receives nothing.  Not only is this classed as an unequal allocation of funding resources and staff, it discriminates against intellectually able students.  We thought education was equal in all aspects, unfortunately it appears not.  We merely wish for equal opportunity for all students.   

[image: image1.png]My suggestions for improving services available to gifted students are:

e Teach the teachers to look for signs of giftedness, and encourage their students. Let
them know its OK to be different.

e Make the teachers aware of bullying which exists between main steam children and

gifted children. Allow the mainstream children to become aware that if this child is

gifted, and they are different, why do they bully them? If a disabled child was bullied, it

would not be allowed, but bullying of gifted children is OK. Is this fair? I think not.

e Formulate a policy for gifted children in the education system. Acknowledge that

they exist, and they must be adequately catered for.

¢ Educate the community that there are gifted children, and that their needs are just as

great as disabled children.
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