From:
[NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED] 

Sent:
Wednesday, 8 November 2000 6:53 PM

To:
eet.sen@aph.gov.au

Subject:
"Public Schools Don't Cater For These Types of Kids!!"

My husband and I were recently called in for a meeting at our local public 

school were we have two children in grades 1 and 2.  The first comment made 

to us, by the principle was - "I suggest you look for another school for your 

son, as public schools don't cater very well for these types of kids".  My 

husband and I were stunned.   What had brought this on, we were not aware 

that our son was a problem.  The meeting went on to explain that since our 

son was refusing to do the set work, a councillor had been brought in to 

assess our sons problems.  The results of the tests showed he had a reading 

age beyond the scope of the test which was set for 6-13year olds, and he 

topped the WISC-R IQ test.  Mark is only 5 years old, and our local school, 

feel they cannot cater for his needs.  What a shame, that children with a 

below average IQ get access to a special needs teacher and lots of 

assistance, but a boy who is bright is told to go else where.  We were told 

to look at St Ives North which has an opportunity class for Years 3 -6,  

unfortunately, they will not take our son as he is too young.  We were also 

told to look at alternative schools such as Rudolf Stiner.  Unfortunately, 

these schools all cost money which we cannot spare.  So what do we do with 

our five year old boy????? I hope someone out there will start filling the 

gaps for these children, who may ultimately drop out due to boredom and 

no-one seeming to cater for their needs.

Yours sincerely,

[NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED] 

