University of Queensland Union Postgraduate Area: Submission re ARC Bills

Recommendations and proposed amendments

regarding Australian Research Council Bill 2000

Recommendation 1: That the ARC have the power to initiate its own inquiries.

Recommendation 2: That research education be made an explicit area of the ARC’s scope of inquiry.
· add Object 3(a)(iv) ‘that may initiate and publish inquiries into matters related to research and research education’

· add Function 6(5) ‘The ARC may initiate and publish inquiries into matters related to research and research education’

Recommendation 3: That the Minister’s directions to or requests of the ARC be made public in a timely fashion.

· Amend 6(4) to read ‘Particulars and reasons for any directions or requests made by the Minister under subsection (2) must be laid before each House of the Parliament within 15 sitting days of that House after the day on which the direction or request was made. Particulars must also be included in the annual report for the ARC of the financial year in which the direction or request was made.’

· Similarly amend 7(4), 10(2), 11(2) and 60(1) with appropriate variation.

Recommendation 4: That the Minister’s directions to the ARC be only of a general nature.

· Amend 7(2) to read: ‘Directions given by the Minister under subsection (1) must be of a general nature only, and in particular, the Minister is not entitled to direct the ARC (or the Board): (a) to recommend that a particular proposal should, or should not, be approved as deserving financial assistance under division 1 of (7); (b) as to the manner of the Council's treatment of particular scientific, technical or ethical issues and explicit balance of funds within and across programs.’

· Amend 10 (1) to read: ‘The Minister may, by written notice given to the Chair, give directions to the Board about the performance of the Board's functions. Directions must be of a general nature only, and in particular, the Minister is not entitled to direct the Board: (a) to recommend that a particular proposal should, or should not, be approved as deserving financial assistance under division 1 of (7); (b) as to the manner of the Board's treatment of particular scientific, technical or ethical issues and explicit balance of funds within and across programs.’

Recommendation 5: That higher degree research students be represented on the Board.

· Amend section 12 to add (vi) ‘the President of the Council of Australian Postgraduate Associations’

· Amend section 14(2) to add ‘At least one member appointed under this section must be a current research higher degree student.’ 

Recommendation 6: That the Board be required to produce a strategic plan only every three years.

· Amend section 42(1), replacing ‘once a year’ with ‘once every three years’ (or whatever wording is appropriate)

Recommendations and proposed amendments regarding Australian Research Council (Consequential and Transitional Provisions) Bill 2000

Recommendation 1: That the alternative Ministerial accreditation process be withdrawn.

· Delete 23(1D)(b)(i, ii) and 23(1E)(b)

Recommendation 2. That Ministerial approval for Research and Research Training Management Plans not be a condition for funding eligibility.

· Delete 23(1B)(a), 23(1C) and 23(1E).

