-----Original Message-----
From: Allan [mailto:meridian@bigpond.net.au] 
Sent: Friday, 12 September 2003 12:01 PM
To: Economics, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Trades Practices.

Dear Dr Bachelard,

 

As a further comment to my recent submission re "Small Businesses"

I observe that INL (New Zealand) have recently sold their News Paper interests 

in NZ to Fairfax.

 

With the cash, INL - (Murdoch Cotrolled) are now increasing their holdings in Sky NZ..

 

Sky NZ are also committed to the proprietary technical system (via NDS)

that ensures constraint on market entry to NZ pay TV as it applies to UK and Australia.

 

It raises a question of the possible market arrangements between News Ltd and Fairfax.

Fairfax news papers in Australia, provide to the public little opposition to the News Ltd increasing 

monopoly on Pay TV. Little is expressed re the market dominance in NZ re Fairfax ownership

of News Papers.

 

To make the situation really much worse is the "Bundling" of Pay TV programs the cartel force onto

the PayTV subscribers to pay for otherwise unwanted trash.

 

Their are fewer and fewer opportunities for "interactive TV system" market entry for the thousands 

of would be "Small Business" of media producers in Australia and around the world 

including learning institutions and universities.

 

Murdoch must be the staunchest promoter for the same opportunities in the USA.

 

TV media influences on public opinion must be one of the most serious issues in our time. 

This progressive monopoly is increasing in pace in spite of governments continuing expressions over many years

of the needs for diversity of media ownership and / or control!

 

It seems a terrible waste to our society that such a tremendous technology as Digital telecommunications, television and multimedia,

developed by tens of thousand of brilliant engineers is now being progressively exploited and controlled by a cartel and a monopoly.

 

It is all happening while governments "enquire" into the situation.

 

This is an international issue.

 

Allan J Williams

 

 

