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Trade Practices Amendment
(Personal Injuries and Death) Bill 2003
The Senate has referred the above bill to the Economics Legislation Committee for inquiry and report by 20 August 2003. The aim of the bill is to implement two of the recommendations proposed by the Commonwealth’s Review into the law of negligence. These recommendations are:
· to amend Division 1 of Part V of the Trade Practices Act 1974 (TPA) to prevent individuals bringing actions for damages or personal injuries and death; and
· the removal of the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission’s power to bring representative actions for damages for personal injury and death also under Division 1 of Part V of the TPA.
The Senate Selection of Bills Committee has listed as particular issues for consideration any possible impacts on consumers as a result of the interaction of the proposed amendments with other recent reforms. Additionally, the Committee will explore the case for amendments to the Bill that limit rather than prevent action being taken for personal injury or death under Division 1 of Part V of the TPA. 
It should be noted that the consequence of removing the opportunity to pursue legal action under Division 1 of Part V of the TPA in regard to personal injury and death is that individuals must pursue any actions under common law rather than the TPA.
Lodging Submissions

The closing date for lodgement of submissions with the Committee is 18 July, 2003.
The Committee encourages the lodgement of submissions in electronic form to economics.sen@aph.gov.au. Please ensure that a postal address and phone number is enclosed with all email submissions.
Submissions may also be faxed to (02) 6277 5719.

