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Example of recipients.

2.
Chairman’s Report for the years 2002 and 2003.
1.
Example of recipients.

A male recipient - Arts degree with honours at Australian National University.  She was given $1,500 a year towards her accommodation at Garran Hall.

A male recipient – Engineering degree at Wollongong University.  He was given $1,000 to towards the cost of a computer.

A male recipient – Diesel mechanic apprenticeship at Canberra.  He was given $1,650 to purchase his tools needed for his apprenticeship.

A male recipient – Bachelor of Science degree in Biotechnology at Australian National University.  He is given $1,000 each year towards the cost of his books and car costs as he travels 140 kilometres a day to University.

A female recipient – Rural Business Administration at Orange.  She was given $650 a year to cover books and student union fees.

A male recipient – Farm Management at Orange.  She was given $650 a year to cover books and student union fees.

A female recipient – Bachelor of Education at Charles Sturt University at Wagga Wagga.  She is given $650 a year to cover books and student union fees.

A male recipient – Applied Science at Charles Sturt University at Wagga Wagga.  He was given $1,500 a year towards his accommodation at a self cater college.

A female recipient – Hospitality Management at La Trobe University at Albury.  She was given $650 a year to cover books and student union fees.

A male recipient – Shearing course and Wool Classing.  He was given $1,000 towards cost of courses.

A female recipient – Early Childhood Care at Charles Sturt University.  She was given $1,500 a year towards cost of accommodation at self cater college.

A female recipient – Enrolled Nursing Certificate at CIT.  She was given $1,000 towards books and cost of course.

A female recipient – Double degree in Human Movement and Business Studies at Charles Sturt University at Bathurst.  She is given $350 a year towards costs of books.

A female recipient – Double degree in Human Movement/Teaching.  She is given $300 towards costs of books.

A female recipient – Industrial Design Engineering at Western Sydney University.  She is given $1,500 towards cost of accommodation.

A male recipient - Bachelor of Arts degree at Australian National University.  She is given $1,500 towards cost of her accommodation at Garran Hall.

A male recipient – Bachelor of Agribusiness at Charles Sturt University at Wagga Wagga.  He is given $1,500 towards the cost of his accommodation.

A male recipient – Computer Engineering and Communications at Wollongong University.  He is given $1,500 towards the cost of his accommodation.

A female recipient – Arts/Law degree at Deakin University at Geelong.  She is given $1,500 towards the cost of her accommodation.

A female recipient – Science degree at Australian National University at Canberra.  She is given $1,500 towards her accommodation at Garran Hall.

A female recipient – Economics degree at Australian National University at Canberra.  She is given $1,000 towards her accommodation at college.

A female recipient – Arts degree at Australian National University.  She is given $1,000 towards her accommodation.

A male recipient – Apprenticeship in Butchery at CIT.  He was given $500 towards the cost of his knives and equipment.

A male recipient – Hospitality/Chef at CIT.  He is given $1,500 towards the cost of his bus travel to Canberra each day.

A female recipient – Medicine at Newcastle University.  She is given $1,500 towards her accommodation. 

A female recipient – Bachelor of Industrial Design at Canberra University.  She was given $1,000 towards purchase of a computer.

2.
Country Education Foundation, Chairman’s Report 2002

Some ten years ago a small group in Boorowa started the Boorowa Education Foundation to help young school leavers bridge some of the financial trials that they face upon leaving school, while encouraging and supporting them from a community standpoint in their early challenges.

The Boorowa Education Foundation has been a great success and we have now helped well over 100 students on that difficult path from high school to finding a career that is suitable for them.  

The idea of community based Education Foundations has been so successful at local level that we have now formed the Country Education Foundation of Australia to foster the process begun in Boorowa across other rural communities.  The following communities have, or, are in the process of, establishing local Country Education Foundations:
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Achieving practical and meaningful assistance in regional Australia is somewhat of a struggle in the context of a generational shift of interest from traditional agricultural and service based industries to the major population centres.  One of the real challenges faced in local communities has been the negative peer pressure amongst young men, which thwarts aspirations and the desire to move ahead.  

Confidence is a very large factor.  We have worked to develop a program which genuinely gives both encouragement and financial support to help young school leavers (whatever age they leave school) to get underway their further education and career opportunities.  It is a program which is entirely self-help as far as the community is concerned.  Many of the smaller communities need encouragement and support in putting the structures and funding in place to allow these ideas to develop.  

The reality is that to shape a career and further education after leaving school the young must inevitably leave the local community and travel and live elsewhere.  To try and encourage our young school leavers to both widen their horizons and also to show that their community is supportive of them taking their education further, we provide grants ranging from $250 up to $2500 for students furthering their education away from their local community.  This is intended to cover the costs of getting started with accommodation, initial book costs and the myriad of costs that is impossible for a young student to budget for when first leaving home.

Our Support

Empathy with our objectives has been heart warming.  The Land Newspaper and the Herald & Weekly Times gave strong editorial support to the Foundation with lead articles and offers of continuing support.  One of our strongest supporters has been Larry Anthony, Minister for Children & Youth Affairs.  He is championing our endeavours to gain government support for tax deductibility.  The Minister’s supportive letter summed it all up very well:

My interest in the Country Education Foundation of Australia stems from both my position as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs and as a member of The National Party of Australia, which represents the people of rural, regional and remote Australia.

The youth of Australia today are truly a generation of whom we can be proud.  They are better educated than previous generations, they have the lowest unemployment rate in recent decades and they make a significant contribution to the community.  They are, in every sense, valued citizens.

Young Australians who live in rural and remote areas face, in particular, significant barriers in accessing education.  Often they lack the educational resources in their own communities and may need to travel great distances or live away from home to attend educational institutions.

The Country Education Foundation of Australia has helped many young Australians obtain an education.  The financial support it provides effectively levels the playing field between young country people and their city counterparts.  By assisting a young person obtain an education, The Foundation, has helped that person develop a solid foundation for life.  Our research shows that a person’s chances of finding employment significantly increase with education.

Further, the benefits of education are not restricted to the individual; they also flow on to the community.  Investment in education is investment in social capital.  Therefore I am convinced the Foundation is delivering real benefits to not just rural and remote youth, but rural and remote communities.

I attribute much of the success of the Foundation to its innovative community based approach.  It is a local solution to a local problem.  The community is always most aware of local problems and in this case they have taken responsibility for the future of their youth and have worked towards a successful solution.

Written support has been received to date from:

· The Hon Larry Anthony MP

· The Hon Tony Abbot, Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations

· The Hon Ian Armstrong, Shadow Minister for Agriculture, NSW.

· The Hon Sir Robert Cotton, KCMG, AO

· Karim Haddad, Executive Director, Outward Bound Australia

· J B Fairfax AM, Chairman, Marinya Media

· David Boyd, Chairman & CEO, Clyde Agriculture Limited

· Wally Merriman, Managing Director, Merryville Stud

· Hugh MacLaughlan, Jumbuck Pastoral

· Michael Field, Managing Director, TA Field Estates Pty Limited

· TK & PA Brinkworth, Watervalley Station

· The Hon Duncan Gay, MLC

· Jim Litchfield, Managing Director, Hazeldean Pty Limited

· The Hon Jim Carlton AO

· The Hon Nick Greiner AM

· The Hon George Souris MP, NSW National Party Leader

· The Hon John Brogden MP, NSW Liberal Party Leader

· Robert Maple-Brown, Chairman, Maple-Brown Abbott

· Greg Hunt, Managing Director, Elders Australia Limited

· Tom Keene, Managing Director, Grain Corp

· Robert Purves, President, World Wildlife Fund

· Robert Barry, Director AWB Limited & Queensland Cotton

The Board

We have in the early stages received wonderful support from a number of individuals who now comprise the Country Education Foundation of Australia Board:

Tim Fischer agreed during the year to be our Foundation Patron.  Both he and his wife, Judy, have a deep understanding of the needs of regional youth and the need to help shape and lift their aspirations.

David Smithers A.M., the previous Chairman of Pricewaterhouse Coopers (who owns a farm at Yass) has agreed to act on the Foundation Board.

Stuart Black, partner of Chapman and Eastway, Chartered Accountants, and an experienced and committed individual with a passion for rural industries and their advancement.

Richard Hutchinson, farm owner at Jugiong, and someone with extensive experience in regional T.V. broadcasting and a strong interest in providing educational opportunities to young people.

The Finances

We have secured financial support from three Charitable Foundations for the next three years.  They are not concerned with tax deductibility of their gifts but to expand we can no longer rely on them and must seek broader support where tax deductibility is a key issue.

A further group of corporate donors and charitable foundations have promised support once we achieve status as a named charity and can offer tax deductibility.  While we have managed so far to get financial support from many individuals and groups not worried about our tax status we have now hit our financial “ceiling” without official tax status being granted.  Key donors have promised financial support if we achieve appropriate tax status.  They are considerate of not only the tax deductibility aspects, but, also the undertakings one must have in place to satisfy the approval process.

How it works
The Country Education Foundation of Australia will give its target communities a package, containing a constitution, timeline for implementation and other relevant material, which will assist in the establishment of an Education Foundation within that particular town.  It is envisaged that in 2002 we shall have another 15 communities in New South Wales and Victoria operating their own Education Foundations.  Each will have their own committee elected, by its own members who will be financial members of their respective Education Foundations.  Each Education Foundation will have its own Board.

Conclusion

There is clearly much work to be done for this project to be a catalyst in changing the direction and future of young people’s lives.  There will need to be a lot of community goodwill and effort for the Country Education Foundation to be a success.  Procrastination will see opportunity lost and we ask for your support in helping to secure a meaningful rural future for young Australians living outside our major cities.

Nick Burton Taylor AM

Chairman

2.
Country Education Foundation, Chairman’s Report 2003

We have now cleared the last hurdle in our quest to achieve tax deductible status for the Country Education Foundation.

In August 2003, the Prime Minister consented to the Foundation being granted a tax deductible status and after protracted negotiations with the Taxation Department on how we would administer our obligations under the Act, we were finally granted consent by the Assistant Treasurer, The Hon. Senator Helen Coonan.  This marks the end of a three year endeavour to achieve tax deductible status.  The support we received in our application was nothing short of outstanding.

In making the announcement Senator Coonan said:

“The difficult decisions young people face when they leave school can be compounded by the tyranny of distance or the blight of drought when you live in rural and regional Australia.

Many young people have to leave their families and community to take a job in a metropolitan centre or study at TAFE or university.

The Country Education Foundation develops community foundations that provide grant to young people to help with the cost of getting started with accommodation, buying books and the myriad of costs facing a young student when they leave home.

The Foundation is a practical effort to deal with the social and demographic issues rural Australia faces and tax deductibility status will enable the Foundation to continue its good work.

Legislation to give effect to this announcement will be introduced as soon as practicable. Taxpayers should ensure they receive a receipt for their donation”.

For the past three years we have enjoyed the support of the GrainCorp Foundation as one of our founding sponsors.  The consequences of the drought on GrainCorp Foundation’s funding combined with the end of the three year funding period means that we have to strike out on our own and find others to support our ambitions.  Hopefully, this will be assisted by the recent granting by the Commonwealth Government of Deductible Gift Status for our Foundation.

Our Foundation has very simple aims and an equally simple method of operation.  We are totally focused on regional and rural communities where (for whatever reason) the young find it more difficult to identify career opportunities and get underway on their post school years.  The Foundation operates by uniting the community behind the bursary and self-help program that gives both financial and community support to those leaving school.

Its benefits are not only to the youth of our communities but also to the older generations of the community who are reminded of their obligations to a younger generation who are having difficulty in developing career pathways.

We are currently working with some twenty three communities, predominantly in NSW.   Last year saw the granting of in excess of 250 bursaries varying in size from $250 to $2,500.

The Future

We are now setting about our next phase of growth and with the help of Fiona MacLachlan hope to assist in the establishment of five towns under the Country Education Foundation umbrella in South Australia.

Additional effort will be made to expand from our base in Benalla to other Victorian towns.  Equally there will be opportunities in Queensland which need exploration.

Our challenge, going forward is to adapt the Foundation from a low cost operation to an organisation that remains lean but also has the resources to meet our statutory and our Tax Deductibility Recipient obligations.

I would personally like to thank our small and efficient team who never fail to perform the necessary tasks.  Kate Walker and Julia Burton Taylor have borne the brunt of the work load which grows exponentially with the more towns we work with.  To my fellow Directors, Rick Hutchinson, Stuart Black and David Smithers, thank you for all thinking and acting out the opportunities to enhance and expand our reach.

Finally, thanks to our Patron, The Hon. Tim Fischer, who remains as enthusiastic and as encouraging as ever.

Travelling around some of the more recently established towns that have taken on Foundation initiatives, one is struck with the can-do approach of country communities.  I never leave a meeting without being struck by the simple fact that the harder living in rural Australia becomes the more people respond to the challenges and battle to make life that little bit better for others.

Nicholas Burton Taylor AM

Chairman

October, 2003
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