EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A SUBMISSION ON BEHALF OF THE COUNTRY EDUCATION FOUNDATION OF AUSTRALIA TO THE ECONOMICS COMMITTEE OF THE AUSTRALIAN SENATE, WHICH IS ENQUIRING INTO THE TAXATION LAWS AMENDMENT 2004 MEASURES NO. 1 BILL 2004.

The accompanying letter sets out in some detail the history of how the Country Education Foundation of Australia was formed and the purpose of our existence.  The fundamental aim of The Foundation is to “improve the education and career prospects of the younger members of regional Australia, by providing financial assistance, encouragement and support”

For whatever reason, it is more difficult in small communities to deal with some of the challenges in developing a career and finding the resources to pursue it.  Sometimes these resources relate to further education but more often than not are tied up in self esteem and encouragement.  The fundamental role of The Country Education Foundation of Australia is to foster community responses to such social needs.  The models that we have developed in Southern NSW have now proved so successful that we are dealing with some twenty-five communities and expanding the programme nationally.

Local communities are often the best place to develop the tailored needs of young people in finding their way into a career of employment.  Hence the emphasis of The Country Education Foundation of Australia is to provide the financial encouragement for the community to organise themselves in a constructive way as well as facilitating in the early stages with advice, administrative support and encouragement.

Each town or community is given its own separate constitution which has a prescriptive governance obligations that tie it back the constitution of the sponsoring body, namely The Country Education Foundation of Australia.  As a consequence, each community has its own separate elected committee usually of some ten people with broad cross sectional representation.  The obligations of the constitution compel local foundations to hold AGMs and conduct themselves in a transparent and accountable manner.  Each community foundation is also subject to external audit.

The use of the word “Education” in our name is used in a generic sense and does not exclusively relate to formal tertiary education, but rather referring to the life education skills that one needs to develop in shaping a career.  As will be seen by a number of examples of young adults that we have assisted, the range of assistance is quite varied and is not exclusively related to a formal tertiary education.

All donations that are received by The Country Education Foundation of Australia are of a general nature and are not linked to specific awards to predetermined individual recipients.  Indeed, awards are granted by the local community foundation boards and The Country Education Foundation of Australia does not have input, other than through guidelines, as to the specific granting of applications.  When awards are made by local communities, public announcements are made as to the recipients and due to the community participation of local service clubs such as Apex, there is a high level of public visibility and scrutiny.  The process is entirely transparent and for those who have lived in small country communities, any favouritism shown to one party is quickly identified and subject to comment.  We have had no such instances in ten years of operation where this has been an issue.

The Country Education Foundation has made a commitment throughout its formative years to adopt the highest standards of governance such that would be applied to a body with public responsibilities.  We take our responsibility as a registered gift recipient extremely seriously and recognise the very high level of public trust that is placed in our hands.  The fact that our committees are each constituted by a representative community group, combined with the fact that we have a transparent process of reporting back to the communities we represent and with the final check of an external audit, provides a clear structure for transparency and proper conduct.

Further the individuals concerned throughout our work are motivated by a desire to assist communities survive in regional and remote Australia by fostering the well-being of our youth.  Consequently, the prospect of self-interested donations, of a closed loop nature, is an anathema to those involved.
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