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IAG Re: Inquiry into the Designs Bill 2002 and the Designs (Consequential 
Amendments) Bill 2002 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission regarding the Designs Bill Au ~ r o ~ ~  stra I ia 

2002 and the Designs (Consequential Amendments) Bill 2002. 

Insurance 

In making a submission Insurance Australia Group is conscious of the specific terms 
of reference of the inquiry to exarnine the provisions of the Bill with reference to the 
- 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

reasmableness in reducing the time limit fiom 16 years to 10 years; 

adequacy of ‘new’ and ‘distinctive’ definitions; 

cost and other implications of expanding the required prior art base to 
universal application; 

robustness of proposed registration process; and 

implications of spare parts provisions for consumers, insurers and car 
maiiufacturers. 

In making our submission, Insurance Australia Group specifically addresses the 
findings of previous inquiries into the issue, the suggestion that protection of designs 
encourages innovations, design monopolies and employment consequences, quality 
parts production and the effectiveness of the Designs Act 1906. 

Insurance Australia Group 

Insurance Australia Group is the largest general insurance group in Australia and New 
Zealand (as measured by Gross Written Premiums in the respective countries) serving 
more than 3.8 million customers in Australia and over 700,000 customers in New 
Zealand. 

Insurance Australia Group provides personal (motor and home), compulsory third 
party and commercial insurances as well as retirement solutions. It does so under 
some of the most respected and trusted brands - NRMA Insurance in New South 
Wales, ACT and Queensland; SGIO in Western Australia; SGIC in South Australia; 
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