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Footbaii has an enormous amount to offer. If sta in a uniquely privileged position 
with regard to financial power, media coverage, hirastructur , ~a'-tici~ation and 
national af-iaciion. This powerful position makes football ideally 
mechanism for a whole myriad of public policy rioritks ranging f m sWial e~duSkm 
to literacy to heaith, To that  end it has already contributed a great deal however it is 
vvithin women and girl's football that the full potential has yet to be realised. 

As t h e  figures in this paper illustrate women and girl's football is growing and is now 
the number one spori hi isnsaies in England. It is easy therefore to assume that all is 
well and that fio changes are nea d. It is important to note however th 

mes against a backdrop 04 pso nd falling participation of women an 
or! a5 a whole, Funhernore it i Bso a level of growth far short of its potential. 

We therefore 3eireve that iootball has a crrtical role to play In maximising the 
porlufiittes for worner: ana grrk ta get active. Q young people in 
Q2 Sotmd that as mzn; as '4 in 3 girls want to pl things stand they 

will nut ail have the chance, and that needs to be addressed 

Footbait has alieady delivered many layers of benef~ts for boys and for men. If st is to 
do the same for women and girls more work is needed. This paper will outline what 
we be l~ew to be the prior~l~es for moving forward: 

Fair ai-id equitable invest f?t in women and girl's f 
comparable tc that given other minority sectors i 

and ultimately 
E. i~ qtiantity a n improvement in the quality of facilities; 

Commitment frsz f ngland'; biggest and richest football clubs to invest in 
community and in particular women and girls football. 

We slrongiy welcome tile Committee Inquiry and believe a thorough review of the 
investment irliio i~~ornen's foocbalk is timely. Our perspective has been compiled from 
consu!ia'rion with collcaysles and other sports organisations, individual grassroots 
participa~~ts and from desk research. We would welcome the opportunity to give oral 
evidencs on Jun ing is our written evidence in accordance with your 
slated ?wms of reference. 



it is important is undsrsland the context of women and girl's footbali in England. 
Contrary 40 popular belief women's football in nd is no2 a new sport. As early as 
7895 there are records of a. representative h between northern an 
women's teams, The  most infa ous women's dub team in history was 
Ladies. They attracted huge crowds and for example on Boxing Day in 1920 they 
attracted a crown of ovei 52,000 to watch their game against St Helen's at Goodison 
Park. This success was thwarted howvever when the FA of the time banned women from 

g on ioo'rbail ieague pitches. 

Almost 1813 yeas  iaier i t  is the persistence of grassroots players and volunteers along 
with tha efforts of t he  FA am2 
that has helped the  re-emerge 06 the nmlber of VJor7-E 
and girls playing football in th 
coaches and officials. Yea", g @a that women cannot 
and shoiiid nai be acijveiy in Women and girls still 
face derision on a regular Sunday afternoon park spectators to 
experienced sports joiiinalists, and if .further investment in women and girl's football is 
not ensured theil there is a genuine risk of it sliding backwards into obscurity again. 

he Women's ports Foundation is the national non-governmental organisation 
committed Is irnpaovirtg and promoting opportunities for women and girls in sport and 
physieai activity in all miss and at all levels. 

Founaed in 4 984, we are a non-piwilt organisatron?. ur vision is of a society that 
celebrates 2872 dwemiy of wome and girls and enables them to benefit from, excel at 
and fultii ?heif potentiai ~i?iiouy& "r e sport and phys~cal act~vity of the~r cho~ce. We work 
across t he  Ui.. through d cornbmat~on of advocacy, ~nformation, education, research and 
trarnwg 

As the figurzs beicw ~lkxdYate women and girls still have shockingly low levels of 
aeiciparion in spofl and hysical activity. 

40% ei grrls have dropped our of sports activity by the time rhey reach 1 
u ~ d h  Sports T r d  200! 1 

1 a i3mr haif of Ten  ~ornpaied to only 36% of women had partwpated In some 

/ %itn of ~hyslcai acliwty other than walkmg in one month prior to be~ng 
,ritsrznawsd :or I n s  General Household Survey [GHS 20021 L_--_ 

Despite a vvidely heid perception that gender inequality is no longer an issue of concern: 
en and girls still c~nf inue fo ail behind in ail aspects of S physical activity; 

not in participatisn but in funding, me and in all aspects of 
management and professional development. 

s listed b e l w ,  sport 'no1 S a multitude of benefits for women and girls: 



Young giris who play sport have a more positive body image and higher 
self-esteem; 

sport enhances an active lifestyle and encourages a healthy 

Girls who participate i port are less likely to have unplanned pregnancy, 
or "13 smoke or case dr 
Sport is axi effective Xonl for girls to reduce the symptoms 04 stress and 
depression; 
Piaying spori: teaches girls to be assertive, confident and strategic; 
Sport teaches girls badership skills as well as teamwork; 
Playing sport generates energy and improves work and educational 
achievement. 

Football has a head star! in Rel to deliver these benefits. 



'~i?li!Ie ' m 3 g11'ls vmsr 10 piay football, there is a postcode lottery of actual 
cjppoi?ucit~es to play 

Fi_irdw; and 10 ;e;lmenl i n  football leaves women and girls by far ths poorest 
reialior: receavrng less than one tenth of the ring fenced money allocated to 
BME and dlsa~iiii;l foarbal! th~ubigh the Football F 

Fac~iit~es across tne estantry are of srr iar and often extremely 
~J\iomei? and airis are more likely to put oif sports 
playing, c h a n s q  and showering fac~i~ties. 

The current situation with wornerr's football is positive. More women and girls are 
playing, there are record crowds watching the elite game (England versus Finland 
attracted over 29,000) and Women's Euro 2005 was an unprecedented success. - 
I his success has come through specific investment in the infrastructure of women's 

rarnrnes such as Active Sports through which the FA have put in 
place. it is a model for cievziop en9 that is without a doubt wor ing as far as it can. 
There is hswwer enormous scope for improvement. 

Accorciir?g to FA di uses thera were 132,0 0 affiliated female footballers in England in 
20134-05. However this is still only 9% of all affiliated footballers (male membership is 
aro~mci 1.27 rniiiimj" By conhsc ,in Germany there are as many as 860,000 female 
German Football Association (DFB) members. Furthermore a comparison with 
Sweden reveals the exten1 of the imbalance of female .to male player registration in 
England (as of Decernisea' 200.5 there were 56,328 registered female players in 
Sweden cornpar& 23 187,042 registered male players. This equates to 30% of all 
regiskered playars). 

Furthernore, there ss litiie doubt that girls want to play football. A survey of 2,000 
young people and adut:s in 20 und that more than one in three giris now say that 
footbai! IS their favocrik ay, The study found that % of children say that 
grrls shculd be baiiowed' S' sports such as footbal r rugby.' Furthermore 
research by Spor4 England has found that the proport~on of girls taking up the chanca 
to play footba!r sn schooi at feast once withm a given year has increased from 24% In 
I 994 to 37% Ir 2002'. 

Hovvever i t  si-ii! remains True that for far too many girls the opportunities do not exist 
to play ioolbali a[ schoo! or for a i~cai  club. Unlike boys and men's football where a 
breadth and depth S? ioo?bal! opportunities exists for all levels of ability (from pub 
team to semi-professisnal), in men and girl's football there remains a postcode 
lottery. Access to fsotbaii dep individual teacher attitudes and 
on parental ability to travel io more where clubs do exist there 

1 Tesco's Spor: for Schools and Clubs, 2005. 
"'vung peoplo and spog i In England 1994-2002, Sport England. 



srtunitjes across a iversity of experience and aptitude resulting in the 
sf lower confidence and ability w 0 are far less likely to try football, 
"rail or to rsturn t 

Over the last 10 years the financial ~njection into football as a whole has been 
astounding and lop-flighc professional football in England in particular has never been 
wealthier it is well dmurnented however that, even when the investment comes from 
the public pursa, not everyone ire  football rs getting a farr share of the riches. 

In the peiiod foilowing the Tayi~sr eporit millions of pounds of public money has been 
invested in foo*.ball. Women and girl's football has not seen their fair share of that. 
for  example, each year 22.5miliio of National Lottery money is 

edicated to centre's of excel 
ion has a budget of E45 million 
f which f 4 5million is derived fr 

However while ets for funding into disability football 
(£2.7911-m invested to date Aarget f3.4m) and ethnic minorities (E4.055m invested to 
dateAarge? 3.9m target) they do not currently have a target for women and girls 
footbali. Their current irweslment into women and girl's football via the Active Sports 
Prograrnrne is a gal'irji E450k. 

Football itself (organisations such as the FA Premier League and FA) have made a 
significant contribution to sroots football - amounting %Q community projects 
worth E2811 rniliisn over ti-sr ears. We would like to see more of that invested in 
women and gid's fostbai!, We also believe that one directly by central 
government to facilitate further football pa~icipation amongst women and girls. It is 
pertinent .to note that whiie football sector in England makes the largest 
contribution to grass roots of national industry in Europe, the contribution Prom 
central government is among the  lowest. Figures from the CCPR indicate thai 
central government investment in sporting infrastructure is the lowest per capita of 
the major countries ~il Europe. in 2003/04 it equated to a mere £2 per head of the 
population; less than 'nali' that invested by France. Further public investment needs to 
be made before it is too late. 

omen and girl's icatbail remains the poorest relation with regard to investment in 
ootball. We believe thai even a small increase in funds could make a significant 

stabilising the in tructure of women's footbali. This should not be 
cd will or altrui but straightforward parity, in particular through 
such as ehe F l i  Foundation who are charged with d~stributing 

In 2802 the FA and Foot~ai i  Foundation conducted an aud~t of the playmg fields and 
changiriy rooms accessibk ro football in England. Th~s survey found a need for 
~nvestrnenbsi over E2511B1on in ex~sting facditles alone to bring them up to an 
ccepta"u'e standard io i  existan fevek of participat~on, let alone any desired 

mcreasec.. 

SF researc3 highiigkts that women and girls are particularly likely to be put of? by 



The lack r j f  footbail pitches is of particular significance 20 women and girls football. 
Too often pitches and "iiainin facilities are simply not available and women's 
leagues, even the Nati~rral FA Premier League, are confined to the Jeast desirable 
time z!iocation avaiiabie - Sunday afternoon's at 2pm. This 
football is ~ ~ D S Z  wniversaiiy exiled from the mainstream of foo 

mday pitches ara of a poor quality having been played on all weekend, 
many families and potential spectators use that time ior other activities and as games 
finish at arolnnii 4pm the opporlunities for publicity and reporting of games is limited. 
What's more, as all wnmen's football is played at this time, grass roots players are 
denied the opportunity to w a k h  the elite players perform. Women's football is 
therefore caught in a ViSC0i.E cycle in which it is marginalised and unable to fulfil it's 
carnplete potenliai. 

e wi!3 be exavining the p~lentiai  impact of t 
aliocatiog of local horitjl sports facilities however we would iike to see greater 
investment in ms amd fiexible football facilities le: the installation 
of more third generation pitches3, 

3 - 
rhird ljeneiation pitches are synthetic turi pitches that are low maintenance and allow for rnulti-sports use all year 

round. 



In summary 

Ei i~e women's footbali has improved however it's existence remains ira 

While ii1-i~: F4 has in~este in 51 centres of excellence funding for girls 
academies is si;ii only cns tenth of that for boys 

Too many of t he  biggas1 football clubs in England are letting \a:ornenls footbail 
down 

The lever of eiite w o r n ~ n ' s  40otbail in England has never been higher. The England 
team are improvmg steadily and have a real chance of qualifymg for the F~fa World 
Cup Finals H-i Ghwaa l f i  20137. They ate current[y ranked 1 2 ' ~  In the world. 

The esiablishment of 51 Iicsnsed FA Excellence has supported this 
improvement; however? as is highlighted re remains a postcode lottery for 
starting, staying and exceNng in women and girl's football. piayer zffiliation as 
a proportion of the  popuiation is increasing in England, it sti a long way short of 
other successhi S~otbaii nations such Germany and Swed eater choice and a 
diversity of opportuni-iies through an increased number of clubs, increased number of 
fernale coaches and improved facilities is critical for building upon progress made to 
date. 

As with mens fostbai? professional football clu focus for the elite of 
n's football. However with M e  inducement or specific incentive for professional 
10 inves: in their women's and girl's football there is a v y thin layer of elite 

!eve! compefiition and deveio ent. Arsenal FG and Gharlton hletic FC: lead the 
way as t he  leading investo n the women's game and th dominance in aif 
competitions is evidence c;f t. Other clubs like Everton have started to invest 
however over the iasi two seasons there has been increased media focus on 
professjonal clubs acf;aally withdrawing all funding from their women's teams. 
Premiership clubs such as Manchester United, Birmingham City and Fulharn have all 
recently taken this decision. This leaves a fragile league structure for the game, 
which inhibits cornpetiiion, gro?essional development, supporter loyalty and therefore 
seriously l i m k  media exposure and marketing potential. Again women's football is 
caught in a viscous cyck.  

TOO r a n y  of t he  biggest football clubs in England are letting women's football down. 
e would iike to see a greater of the wealth within top level p 

ootbail (for example " i e  rec illion Premiership television ri 
dedicated io communiZy ent and in pa~icular women and girl's football 
deveio~meni. 

With a relatwely small nut consistent ~nject~on of public investment each year a stable 
and compet~livr women's ehte league could be eslablished. If football can ach~eve 
this and zslabiash women footballers as role models for future generat~ons of young 
womeli anu girls !T could "o the stait of a revolut~on In how women's sport is 



There has recently been a con entiots with regard to the 
i a ~ k  of opportunities for girls i e of 11. At present 
the FA rule sripuiates that % 
separately. 

We believe this is an amtmal barner to the potent~al development of 11 years plus 
yrPs avd that t h e  saparairoia of young players m coachrng and matches should be 
based crl more sophisticated criterra such as weght, heght and abrlrty. The 
separalioil iruin age ! 1 accentuates the perception that women and girls play an 
infenof varslon of the spait and pfsvents young women and grrls developing to the~r 
physical 2nd te~hnlcal pea 



Section P, 

in summary 

While progress is being ade there are still far too few female coaches 
across ail spor"is. includmg football 

Women s fooibai! is ellher entirely unrepresented or extremely poorly 
represented m irie deciseon making structures across football 

However, women Caii despsraileiy short of their coaching potential. As the table 
beiow ; l imtrat~s, whiie the setuahion is improving, there is still a very long way to go. 

7 I Figures for numbers I Tdai 
l of quaiified coaches 1 

This reflects the poDr situat~on across sport where, for example, only 10°/o of the 
Br~tish Oiyrnpi; coachrny team for the Athens Games was female. 

omen's footbail needs more champions in piaces where decisions are made and 
s are aiiocated. The women's game is poorly represented across the decision- 
ing s-iruciuses of i"oo"ibaii with, for example, ssociation having no 

direct: representatives of women's football on its OS and nu women in 
its senirjr management team. Likewise the Football Foundation has no formal 
representative 05 women's football at Board level or on its respective Panels. 

These have always been exce t m a i  women that have found there way to the top 
leveis of footba!! hserarchy. In 1994 for example, Pat Smith was appointed as Deputy 
to the Chief Executrva of the FA and Vicky Oyston, the then Chair of Blackpool FC, 
was once famously banne from the Tranmere Rovers boardroom on the basis that it 
was a men only area, A srri kfe of women are facing slightly 
restrictions withh fsa~baii in but they are still vastly out num 
What's more fernale represe ays equate to ihe championing of 
the women's game. Birrning ub have the first female Managing 

irector in Karssn iady and yet in 2005 still took the decision to withdraw funding 



if women's football is csnsidersd sector within the national game it should 
be giver! fsimai represenratioil at the highest level of the arm's governance. 



li7 summary 

Y!;'SF-- rssearch ~osxx&s. rhar as little as 5% of sports rnedra coverage is 
dedicate 3 to w~men's  sporl 

Vdorneic s ELBE 2005 proved that there IS a national appel~te for media 
coverage o'i wornm's football 

Footbail dljrnsnates meciia coverage oi sport above and beyond all other sports put 
~ogelhar, in 2006 an analysis of three random W of newspapers 
and found t h a ~  even exeiuding Mondays when many papers pro special fama l l  
supplements airnosa 80 per centof all oi the sports articles were devoted to men's 
professional footbail. 

This ciominanm is u?-iiikely "a subside, however small indications of progress have 
arisen in the coverage 07 w~men 's  football. Following lob ~ i n g  the WSiF for example 

C have signi.fican.il proved their online web pages dedicated to women's 
. furthermore rhe men's Euro 2005 tournament held in the 

England provided a feai watershed for actual media time and space committed to 
women's fooZbaii and aisu for the levels of subsequent support from the public. 

eady have a track reco of covering women's 
have showeased the FA omen's Cup Final and 

Sky Spofis h v e  omen's internationals. However, Women's Euro 
2005 pushed the 'S football to a new level. The BBC committed to 
show ali of En and with investment in the build up to the 
tournament, t h e  's leading players and the soi-t of 
hype that surrounds men's football the television and radio coverage was an 
unprececlenteci success. 

England versm Finland attract a peak audience of 2. rnillron (as many as those 
that wafched The D&y on B teiev~s~on the day before) a 8 9 million people 
watched Enghtiid across !he d m of the tournament. The coverage brought 

en's football snio homes a ork place d~scussr like never before and along 
the work of The FA, the etmg of the team players meant that names 

like Marer, Carney, RacheB Yaiakey and so on ecame topics of everyday football 
chat. 

Furrherxxe the FA invastrnent In media liaison meant xhal %he tournament was 
covered by every Engiish national darly on at least one occasion - unprecedented for 
women's ioo-iasii. 

The appeal of VVorneiiJs ELIT(> 2005 has helped cement further coverage of women's 
foolbali throughoutthe season on the BBC. Premrershp results are now announced 
on Radio Fll!~ hive. Live pitch side reports from major games are now common 

lace and the EngBarid Woild Cup Qual~fying matches rn March 2006 were broadcast 
live m BBC 3 

is support the women's e has made a real r act on player numbers and 
helped t h e  F4 se partners for t h e  W me. There is stiil a 
very long way to t he  deep rooted culture of journalism accepts 



The Women's Sports Foundation works tirelessly to secure improved media 
coverage far women's sport and to challenge entrenched cultural and practical 
barriers. wouJd W ~ I C G M ~  a public debate about a more balanced approach to all 
sports coverage 

As other govarnirig bodies such as the ECB do, the FA have keptssponsor 
investmen! in i h e  England men's team and FA competitions closely linked with their 

eqcai~ialen2s ia combine innovative ease of contractual 
ions has enabled wsn?en9 tside the viscous cycle of poor 

exposure resuiting in poor c ade a significant - 
difference, I he challenge wiii in this area and attract further 

endenl sponsorship for gr through to ihe national game. 



As with any other progressiv stry there is an opportuni Within football to 
capture a hugs growth mar girls could and shou r@~r@seni a future 
market of supporters (according to the FA Premier League fan survey in 20Gl one in 
seven season iicket holders is now female), players and coaches. 

The transition is nothappening organ~cally however. Strongly gendered cultural 
attitudes still prevail frcjm parkland pitches to powerful Boardrooms and d~st~nct and 
drreci rni.eivenrions a n a  specftle snves"rents are stdl very much needed to ensure 
that the memec?tnm 07 the lasr 10 years 1s not lost, wasted and forgotten. 

As this paper outlines WO girl's football is on t e threshold of a potential 
revolution, whrie it also iies precariously on the edge of liquidation. 

W e  specifically are calling for: 

Open: lransparmt and equ~table funding of grassroots and e!ite level foctbali 
with women and girl's football at the very least on a par w~th other "minority" 
f~~ndiiacj ~2rear-r~~ and uitrrnately comparable to that for boys. 

A soiid toundarm for the development of elite women's footbali, bolstered by 
public investr~enl and supported by commitment across England's b~ggest 
and richest football ci~ias. 

An inweass {;l r n s  quantity and an improvement in the quality of safe and 
ascessibie foiatba'l facili'iws. 

Local and regular oppoflunities for women and girls to play and enjoy footbail 
regaidiess of he i r  ability and experience and to train to be the coaches and 
oificiais of the 'iuture. 

As staied at the beginning of this report football stand in a uniquely powerful position. 
No other sport has access !G such  vast media coverage and public interest and it is 
withir? foo.tba;! that huge opportunities exist to get women and  girls fit, healthy and 
engaged in iife changin levels of activity. We commend the Committee for its 
decision "r oexamine .the position of women's football and hope that this can indeed 
be the thrsshoid sf a transformation in the women's game. 




