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Dear Dr Clough: 

The Centre has been provided with funding specifically for research into National Action 
Pian for Satin~ty and Water Quality (NAP) priories. This was done as part of the bilateraf 
agreement between the Australian Government and the State of South Australia. The 
Regional Natural Resaurce Management Boards, in place at the time, supported the 
initiat~ve. Although the Centre is based in South Australia, 7 projects have links to other 
states, princ~patly Victoria. 

Regional research priorias that related to NAP were developed with the Regional Boards 
and the~r staff and researchers from the different research organisations in South 
Australia. Projects were developed and the list below provides those that have been 
assessed by scienttfic expertise and approved for funding by the NRM Joint Steering 
C~mrnrttee and the South Australian and Australian Government Ministers responsible for 
NAP funding programs. The conduct of the respective projects is the responsibility of the 
research organtsation that has developed the research proposal. 



Projects from tranche one of funding (2003) 

/A best practice 
framework for the destgn 

r 
and mterpretatron of 

I monitoring programs for 
water-dependent 

1 ecosystems 
I 

Plant Brornetrtcs and 
Biomass Productrvity rn 

I the River Murray Dryiand 
I Corridor 

I 
i Landscape Futures: 
1 mallee Futures Project 

"developrng the process 
and models to visualrse 

I the future" 

1 Devetopment of an 
1 aquaculture system to 
/ exploit saline 
/ groundwater 
! Productive use for saline 

groundwater usmg semi 
intensive integrated 

1 aquaculture 
I 

--- - -  
Value Addrng to Saits 
Recovered from Saline 
Waters In D~sposal 
Basrns of the Murray- 
Darling Basm 

Summary 
- - - - -- -- - -- -- - - - - 

? ~ I S  project will develop a best practrce 
framework for the design and ~nterpretat~on of 
monttorrny programs for water dependent 
ecosystems In South Australra 

The use of b~ometric methodolog~es to 
determrne the prtmary productivity of 
plantations of low rarnfall agroforestry specres 
as posstble land use to combat dry iand 
salinrty Linked to the Nat~onal Flora Search 
Project -- -- - - - -- - -- - - 

Economrc reviewpof the possrbilrty of a land 
repair fund that takes degraded land and 
Identify the steps requrred to develop land 
repair funds and provrded examples of a 
business plan and offer information statement 
that mrght be used as a gurde tn the 
establrshment of such a fund. 

The project IS to analyse the impact of existing 
regional plans and investment strategies on 
natural resources with consrderatlon grven to 
community well being and explore future 
gptions and scenarios for the lower Murray to 
improve outcomes for rnvestment by regional 

resource management 
towards a rehew of the 

3b1ltfy of rnception scheme water rn the Murray 
Darting Basin to support aquaculture 

zoilowrng from the previous study the 
ievelopment of a model aquaculture system 
o exploit saline groundwater from salt 
nceptton schemes rn the Murray Darling 
3asin Study lead to further study to 
nvestigate the development of aquiculture 
mductron usrng saline water and the full 
levelopment of a major research site currently 
3erng established - - - -- - - - - - -- - 
lhts project was a revtew and proof of 
Zoncept Study of saline water drsposal 
3asins. 12 sites were reviewed. 8 of these 
were In Vrctor~atNWS 4 In SA 

Research organisation 
doing the project - 

Fltnders Un~versity and the 
Department of Water, Land 
and Biodrversrty Conservatmn. 

South ~ustral ian Offtcers of 
the National Flora Search 
Project and the Natronal CRC- 
for plant based management 
of dry land salinrty 

- -  - 

lnstltute for lnternatronal 
Development L~mrted with 
lnput from CSIRO, DWLBC, 
Australian Valuers Office 

CSIRO, University of Adelaide, 
Primary lndustr~es Research 
Victoria 

- - -- - -- 
South Australran Research 
Development Instrtute, Aquatrc 
Sciences D~vrsion 

South Australian Research 
Development Institute, Aquatic 
Sciences Division 

.- 
Murray Darling ~ask 
Commission. The project team 
bad CStRO staff from 
Melbourne, Adelatde and 
DWLBC expertise 



Projects from tranche two of funding (2004 - 2005) are: 

" -- L 

Lower Murray 
Landscape Futures 
Phase 2 

I 

- -- 
[%anaTng hort~cultriral 

production under a more 
saline envrronment 

i 

Minimising 
accession in the South 

/ East 

- - - - -- - - - - 
Protecting Blue 
Water Qualrty 

- -- . 
Lake 

Establishment of 
commercial aquaculture 
parks aligned to major 

, saline groundwater 
interception schemes 

Summary 

This pllot will focus on the future landscapes of 
the M a k e  reglon, and In particular on the 
shape sf those future landscapes with end of 
valley salrnity targets to meet. 

The project will also examlne the range of 
other drivers that are key to shaping the future 
landscapes of the Mallee- factors like 
popuiation, brodrversity preservation, 
sustainable agriculture. global markets etc. 

- - - - - - - -- - -- - - -- - - 
Thrs research project w~ll address h~gh priortty 
gaps in our knowledge of how to manage 
rrr~gated crop product~on wlth changes In 
seasonal distrrbution of salln~ty and reduced 
~rr~gatton, partrcularly In lrrtgatron seasons rn 
whrch the Murray-Darling Rwer flows have a 
high salinity 

The outcomes of the program will be to 
provide practrcal alternatrves to land use 
actwrtres that are ~denttfied as hav~ng adverse 
impacts upon the regions water resources. 
The program wrll produce recommendattons 
that have cons~deratton of the long term and 
short balance of socral, economrc and 
environmental aspects -- 
This research prolecfwill deftne the necessary 
land management pract~ces for ensuring thk 
susta~nability of the Blue Lake and the 
groundwater within the catchment zone of the 
Blue Lake. 

This research project will evaluate the 
cornmerciat aquaculture potential of selected 
species and culture systems using ground 
water from the Woolpunda/Wa~kerreiQualco 
Saltn~ty Interception Scheme (SIS) that 
discharges into the Stockyard Plains Dtsposal 
Basin ( S p a  - 

Research organisatior 
doing - -- -- the . - - project - - - - 
CSIRO, Untversity of Adelaide 
Primary lndustrres Researcl 
Victorla, DWLBC 

-- -- -. 
South Australian Researcf 
Development Instrtute, 

DWLBC ~t Gambier 

South Australian Researct 
Development Institute, Aquatic 
S~iences Division 

Further rese~arch projects have been developed and are currently being assessed for their 
value to research into the National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality (NAP) for 
Salinity and Water Quality (NAP) objectives. 

The Regional NRM Boards are represented on the Centre for Natural Resource 
Management Board and are also provided with briefings on project progress. 



As projects are completed they will be placed onto the Centre's website which is currently 
being updated and is located at http:Ilwww.dwlbc.sa.gov.auinr~Icentreiinex.htm~. 

Further work is being undertaken with research brokering organisations and researchers 
lo clarify the research needs of the Regional Boards and the State NRM Councrl over the 
next 5 years and support a coordinated approach to the development of research 
proposals. The Centre has also developed a link to Land and Water Australia and their 
National Research Brokering Project as outlined by Mr Andrew Campbell in Canberra 
(page 22-23) Hansard. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr John Radcfiffe AM FTSE 
Chair, Centre for Natural Resource Management Board 


