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Meeting Held at Prosser’s Property on 17/8/05 in relation to the Marcollat Water Course

Please find the Minutes of Meeting held on 17/8/04 for the Padthaway Irrigators Group stating
the concerns of the Padthaway Irrigators. Please note that it has been admitted that previous
decisions to drain to stop peak flows (by building the Nyroca Channel) have led to the many
problems we face now with a decreasing water table and increasing salinity levels. Every time a
new dran is dug in our area our water table suffers, this will lead to the demise of the multi
million dollar industries the Padthaway Valley 1s renowned for.

Mother Nature is wise and has been telling us for years that she cannot support our interference.
We should be listening to her and reversing some of the damage we have done by revegetating,
letting water flow and rest where she intended. It is not such a tragedy to have a puddle of water
on the ground - not every bit has to be drained.

It has now been discovered over the years that some area’s should never been cleared and
farmed, good landholders have closed of these areas for the good of the environment and at their
own cost (and with a lirtle funding from government sources) have fenced of these areas and
revegetated without being instructed to do so, they do it because they are passionate about the
land and consider themselves as caretakers for the next generation, these stories are never told.

We admit that in the past bad decisions have been made and the reversal of these is not going to
have an eflect overnight, but if we don’t start now there will be nothing for our children,
especially with the impending threat of global warming and lower rainfalls. For the sake of a
relatively small area that is affected by salt we need to consider surrounding areas that will be
affected by the construction of the drain.

Yours truly

ar TNC
* 3
Kym Vogelsang
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Rec find; 540/ Mor-07

20" December 2004

Kym Vogeisang e
C/Q Padthaway Post Office ABN 55 218 330 595
PADTHAWAY SA 5271 PO Box 70
Mounk Gambier SA 5290
[Cor Hulon & Wehl 5t

Dear Kym, Phone [08] 8724 6000
Fax [08] 8723 2963
Re: Morambro issues in your Padthaway submission. _Webs www.secatchment.com.au

Thank you for your written submission received 7"July 2004 in response to the call for
comments on the Padthaway Proposal Statement. In it you raised a number of issues
about Morambro. Consequently, the Board has also incorporated your letter with other
submissions received as part of the Board's call for comments on the drafting of the
Morambro Creek Water Allocation Plan.

In your letter, you raised the following issues:

- The concept of losing channels, to recharge the aquifer west of the Riddoch Highway
- using low salinity water from the Nyroca Channel/Morambro Creek.

- The trends in the salinity of the aquifer

- The effects on aquifer salinity of Morambro/ Nyroca water recharges through losing
channels.

The comments received by the Board as a result of community consultation were
reviewed in a joint working session by the Board and the Morambro Creek Water
Allocation Planning committee.

The Morambro Creek water allocation plan is intended to provide policies for the
management of the Prescribed Surface Water Area and Watercourse including
Cockatoo Lake and Nyroca Channel. lIssues relaled to the management of the
Padthaway Groundwater Basin are addressed in the Padthaway (ground) Water
Allocation Plan which is currently under review. The interaction between the two plans is
important. It is the Board's intention 1o ensure the provisions of one plan enhance the
provisions of the other.

For the Morambro WAP, the Board has sought to meet the requirements of the Act,
white providing as much flexibility as possible. The draft WAP provides for water
diversions proportional to the flow ie high volumes in high flow years and low volumes in
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low flow years. The draft Morambro WAP does not prevent activities such as recharge
or losing channels. It also allows for carryovers of unused volumes to future water-use
years, which is necessary in a stream with flows as variable as Morambro.

The salinity trends of groundwater in the Padthaway valley are of concern, The CSIRO
and Departmental sall accession project aims to define the origin and fate of salt.
Effective means of managing it can then be established. The Board wishes this to be
part of the review and amendment of the Padthaway water allocation plan, currently
under way.

Your submission advocates aquifer freshening from Morambro water through losing
channels. FEarly analysis indicates that Morambro water can have a positive but
localised effect on groundwater salinity. However, the creek’s intermittent nature and
small volume relative {o the groundwater storage volumes indicate that it can only be
one small aspect of sustainable management of the Padthaway groundwater. The draft
Morambro WAP now allows for the concept of losing channels. It must be noted that an
allocation would be required. [t would also be subject to other approvals.

The real challenge in writing the Morambro water allocation plan is finding the nght
balance. Currently competing interests for water include the balance between the social,
economic and environmental demands, exisling users versus aspiring users,
downstream ecosystems, recharge on the Padthaway flat, recharge for viticulture and
future demand for water upstream of the Gap.

The Board feels the balance between these competing interests in the draft Morambro
WAP is about right, but is aware that it will not satisfy all.

| trust this addresses the issues raised in your submission and outlines some of the
steps being examined to ensure careful management of surface and underground water
in the Padthaway area.

Yours sincerely,

N

Hugo Hopton
Chief Executive Officer

xcCEIVED T

@004




0509 05 MON 12:25 FAX 08 8783 5195

o Vosk:lsang & Partners @005
‘13/98/2‘3[’3&1 15:19 HLlEE7 ‘8 8765 5 95 DaVvIn BROWM P&GE g1
PADTHAWAY mz‘zmamfts GROUP
To — Mr Hugo Hopton . 18 Aug 04
CEO .
SECWMB
M. Gambrer

Re ;‘Mceting'hcld V748 /C4 at Padtha\nlf*ay Sportng Complex -
Dear Hugo,

After the meeting ar wbxc‘x vou were present | have been instructed to write 1o you
mfonmng you of two reschmons that the meeting passed for action by your Board.

Tt rnakes it easier gwen  that you were present but the concerns behind these motions were .
abourt being 4ble 10 ger as much fresh water s possible underground in the Padtaway
region.

Many points were ra::,ed but the most nmponant copcept was that it séems imperative thar
the ground water and sucface water authorines speak and work with each other and treat
both V()lﬂmeh 0ot 35 cepaure entities but as one.

The othet onncal poam from the meetma was that if water can be diverted from areas
= where 1t is not needed to high dermand sites then it should be done as a matter of urgency
instead of it bema wasted 10 the sea.

More prec:sely talking - about the Padﬂmway area which onginally took most of the water

. frore Morambro Creek floods the meefing felt that the seemingly disproportionately high
percentage of this thar now is ) g.o to the Marcollar Werlands is way out of order and so
the motion was t}m ~

I The SECW’M’B reverse. [he a!locatmn of water from the Morambro Crk: whcn it
© flows from 70% tothe Marcollar Wetlands and 30% 10 Padthaway as it currently |
reads in the Draft Munagernent Plan for the Morambro Crk. 10 70% to Padrharway »
and 30% o the Marwllm Wetlands. , S

Given that the ahove wmotion will still pot see enough fresh water gaing underground o
significantly aid desahmsaucsn the meeting passed the following that. <

2 The SECWME consxmct‘a new drawn from Drain E ( approx 13 km) 1o meet the

" Nyrocs Channeél enabling water to be diverted from Bool Lagoon which could -

' then be used 1o help alleviate rising salinity in the Padthaway Basin and 1o avoid
this water c,ausxrw. problems further south .

This wouid assist m‘ r_edue:e fresh water going our 1o sea upused, wiuch m the drest state.
in the driest country i the world surely can not be continually et happen.

<>

»K«;vtj\/‘gu TIME 5. SEr 344 PRINT TIMF QrD 1444
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We would hope that wzth the new NRM legislation thar ali warer resources in the SE"
whether they be above or be,]ow ground can be imegated for the common s{ood_

Thank you for being present at the meeling and we hope that as a result of tbeqe ,
resolutions being put ta your board that common sense can at last begin to prevail i m the ,
ongomg saga of water 1:1 rhe §E

We wonld be gratcﬁll of your reply following bosrd discussions so our members. know
* the latest thinking.

Yours Smcerely

Dawd Brown . o " Gum Gap”
Padthaway Irngntm'b : Naracoorte 5271 -
=
RECEIVED TIME 58K 1347
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PADTHAWAY IRRIGATORS ( Wager Resources Group)
Mmutes of Meetmg held at szhaway Sporting Complex — 17/8/04

Apuiogy Colin BmWn '

Attending — 24 Jocal rdgators

Special Guests — Hfugo Hopron _Kirrin Biott.{ SFWCMB) Wade Bollinghagen ( Fred
Stadter replacement) . :

| Purpoqe To discuss. rhc s«ﬁemmg}y unreasonably low purposed water allocation from the
Morambro Crk. 10 the Padrhaway ! Basm revealed recently in the draft management plan
for the Morambro C reek '

President Kym ‘Voeelbang gave a short history of the last 10 years in Padthaway.
highlighting water zoniug, damiing water, prescription of the creek, change in irmgation
- practices to dnip ( reinforced by our funded project run here some five years ago).
The Nyroca Channel was. built by locals 1o stop flooding but has now been seen1o a
factor in increasing salinity so maybe we could revert some of this water to the aguifer
via soaking channels. Some bores near the drain have gone up approx. 1000ppm . over lasr
© 10 yrs,

Hugo Hopion — ‘
1. Morainbro system iy surtace waze:( only prescribed surfacc water ) vs. Padithaway
which is groiind water and they Have been weated differently so far. Genuine need 1o
interconnect the Two. . :

- Considerations for Morambro Scheme are in order Environunental, Social and
Econommc last and 50 with an intermittant flow thie water harvesting will be smau at
best for economic use, ‘

3. There s 1.2m megs. under Pad:haway and only 3,500 megs coming down the creek

in a good year 50 the affect if it all went down under would still be small. ,
4. Warer needs 1o be shared betweven Marcollat wetlands, Padthaway basin, Viticulture, -
Existing users and Frances

5. Amount that can be taken depends on creek flow volumme ie. Medium ( 20 megs flow

before takiog can ‘ocena) or Flood ( 100 megs needed. and then can only take S0%)

6. DrainE comnbutes T0% of. ﬂow out 1o Marcollat werlands , so cresk water is minor

contributor.

7. There is talk since the Mommbm Crk Planning has been happening to join the

Surface and (JfQUWd. water organisatiops which will happen under NRM in 2005

2

. Kerrin Blott k ' -
1. Befare the ;hamxe.( Padrhaway was flooded in wet years but most of water endcd up
- underneath as it rap up 1 Ven co’s where the range flattens runs out so What was feft
, could then rug west .
2. Marcollat still got emugb n those fimes, so why the seemingly big al!ocatxon no\w
~ Padthawuy should be able to' take m a comrolled manner!!!

@oo7
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3. L. Cadnite is only-19% of its original size which helps us, and much country over the
border has been dramed to the creek giving more water.( but ruany consecutive dry
years)

4. The cresk is not the answer W’ Padthaway- we perhaps need to eXport owr salt not
bring in more water w hzch also has some salt content although minor,

Wade Bollmghagcn hvdx 0geolom§t

The Govt. is now lookipg ar '

1. Salting in the Ranges to the east presently

2, Hclpmg with, Grapegrowers Salt Accession Programme

3. Will review our research results written up by Clif Hignett in 2002
4. Qutmoned why. wawx should 20 out 10 sea at all

Orher speakers from. thfe ﬁom made the fonewmg pomts

1. Drain.E and the creck have. only flowed together 4 in 45 years to Marcollat,

2. Rising water 1able’ not due woJack of creek water but it helps freshen up trees on rhe
watercourses

3. Wongawilh and Raﬁarer dram:» afe runumg ar 6-7000ppm but were up to 16-18000
ppm so drains have helped om there,

4. Need more Dran £ and Dram M ('not prescnbed yer) watey instead of it gomg, out to-
' sea at Beachpart — need 13 km of channel ro connect with Nyroca Channel
5.. ‘Growers who builr Nvmca channel should be compensated - remote chance
. 6. Drain bank has heen yzduallv raised so no water goes 1o runaway holes now
7. Good compromise to breach the chamiel in a few spots —~ but no allocation o do it
8. Water currently running at Nyroca even though creek not ranning — would be

mtcrcmng 10 185t ﬂus water.
9. Large amount of Warer disappears. h’om Gap 10 Dicko’s comer prcsumab!y
underground — this Obviously helps Padthaway area
10. Why is Marcotlat so VIP vs a huge industry at Padthaway where the water ongmally
flooded anyway( to do with Environmental vs Econemic water allocation bt should
~ be looked at).
11 V:ctonans wijl mot be interested in-the water as it will be (0o bard 1o put undergmund
. inthat area , and.too flat for dams.
12. Big need to connect the ground and surface water under * Environment” ‘because
they are both mrerconneczed although not both visible. “

13. Access ta Dicko™s tunaway” holes would be inexpensive.

’.41

Resolutions -
1. Applaud Kym Vom:lsang tor his Forward thmkmg on the concept of the s&ak
channel” Tem Brown. :
2. Make representation 10 the Catc}unem Board 10 reverse the allocation of water to . '
- Marcollat and Padrhaway as seen in the Motambro Creek Draft plan — tha[ 70% -
" should come to Padmaway and 30% 1o Marcollat
. Moved - Kevin Han':en seconded — Clive Bryson  and [hen Passed. . :
ACTION - D. Br(mu 10 Write 1o the Catchment Board advising them of this motion

”‘Z" TVER T3 ﬁr“r in 'f‘, ~ - . y
RECEIVED THME 5 sER 13u4) PRINT TIME 5367, 1914
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3. Make representation {0 the Catchment Board that they construct a new drain from
Drain E ( approx. 13 km ) to the Nyroca Channel and diverr water from Bool Lagoon
to the north. S
Moved — Roger X'bge}saﬁg seconded - Malcolim McDonald and Passed
AC TIOP» David B}’Ow’n 0 wr ite 1o the Catchment Board advising them of the

T mofion.

Election of Officers

Kym Vogelsang did not wish 1o g0 on and resigned. :

David Brown sug_gested that due to-the infrequent meetings that this group become a sub

~ group of the more active Padthaway Grapegrowers who share common uTigation
 intérests; Many grapegrowers have ather irrigation inferests. Too many local commitiees.
This was discussed but no wso’!utqou evolved

No nominations came forward for replacement Prescdem 50 it was resolved that we wait

il the AGM of the "Pad‘c‘ham ay: (yrapegrowas Com. on 31 Aug 04 where this wﬂi an
agenda item.

In rhe weantime the uroup ism reu:sg

Meetng closed at 11, i':‘» P David C. Brown Hon. Sec.
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