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-Meeting Held at Presser's Property on 17/WOS in rehtion to the Msrcollat Water Csohse 

Please find the Mratutes of ceting held on 17/8/04 for the Padhamy lrrigaton Group stating 
the concerns of the Padthaway Irrigators. Please note that it has been admitted that previous 
deckions to drain m stop peak flows (by building the Nyroca Channel) have led to the many 
problems we face now with a decreasing water table and increasing salinity levels. Every time a 
new drain is dug in our area our water able suf6g:ss, tbis MI1 lead to the demiw o f  the rnulti 
million dollar ~ndusnes rhe Padthaway Valley is renowned for. 

Mother Nature is wise and has been telhg us for years that she cannot support our mterference. 
Wc should be listenmg to her mind reversing some of the damage we have done by revcgetatmg. 
letting water flow and rest where she intended It i s  not such a mgedy to have a puddle of water 
on the ground - not every bit has to be drained. 
It bas now been discovered over the years that some area's should never been cleared and 
farmed, good hldholders have closed of these areas for the good of the environment and at their 
o w  cost (and w i ~ h  a little funding from government sources) Rave fenced of these areas and 
revegetated without being instructed to do so, they do it because they are passionate about the 
land and consider themselves as caretakers for the next generation, these stories are never told. 

We admit that in the past bad decisions have been made and the reversal of these is not gomg to 
have an effect overnight, but if we don't start now there w'll be norhing for ow children, 
espectally wlth the &=pending threat of globa'l warming and lower rainfalls. For the sake o f  a 
relatively small area that is afFected by salt we need to conszder surrounding area that wlll be 
iiifected by the consmctlon of the drain 
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K y n  Vogelsarag 
C/O Padthaway Post Office 
PADTHAWAY SA 5271 

Bear Kym, 

We: Morasnbro issues in your Paathaway submission. 
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Thank you for your written submission received 7e~uly 2004 in response to the call for 
comments on the Padthaway Proposal Statement. In it you raised a number of issues 
about Morambm. Consequently, the Board has also incorporated your letter with other 
subrn~ssions received as part of the Board's call far comments on the drafting of the 
Morambro Creek Water Allocat~on Plan. 

In your letter, you raised the Wowmg issues: 

- The mncept of Issing channels, to recharge the aquifer west of the Riddach Highway 
using low salinity water from the Nyroca ChannelIMorambro Creek. 

- The trends in the safinity of the aquifer 

- The effects on aqusfer salinity of Morarnbrol Nyroca water recharges through losing 
channels. 

The comments recelveti by the Board as a result of community consultation were 
revrewed In a joint working session by the Baard and the Morambro Creek Water 
Atlocation Planning commtttee 

The Morambro Creek water allocation plan is intended to provide policies for the 
management of the  Prescribed Surface Water Area and Watercourse including 
Cockator, Lake and Nyroca Channel. issues related to the management of the 
Padthaway Groundwater Basm are addressed in the Padthaway (ground) Water 
Allocation Plan which 1s currently under review. The interaction between the twQ plans is 
trnportant It is the Board's intention to ensure the pmvrsions of one plan enhance the 
provlslons of the other. 

For the Momrnbro NAP, the Board has sought to meet the requirements of the Act, 
while providing as much fiexibility as possible. The draft WAP provides for water 
diversions proportional $0 the flow ie high volumes in high flow years and tow volumes in 



low fiow years. The draft Morarnbro WAP does not prevent activities such as recharge 
or lasing channels. It also allows for carryovers af unused volumes to future water-use 
years, wbkh  is necessary in a stream with flows as variable as Morambro. 

" f h e  saiini?y trends of groundwater in the Paelkhaway valley are of concern. The CSIRO 
and Departmental salt accession project aims to define the ongln and fate of salt. 
Effectwe means of managing it can then be established. The Board wishes this to be 
pan of the review and amendment of the Padthaway water allocation plan, currently 
under way 

Your submission advocates aquifer freshening from Morambro water through losing 
channels, Early analysis indicates that Morambrs water can have a positive but 
iocalised effect on groundwater salinity. However, the creek's intermittent nature and 
small volume relative .lo the groundwater storage volumes indicate that it can oniiy be 
one small asp& of sustainable management of the Padthaway groundwater. The draft 
Morarnbro WAP now allows for the concept of losing channels. It must be noted that an 
allocation would be required. It would also be subject to other approvals. 

The real challenge in writing the Morambro water allocation plan is findtng the right 
balance Currently competing ~nterests for water ~nclude the balance between the mcial, 
economic and environmental demands, existtng users versus aspiring users, 
downstream ecosystems, recharge on the Padthaway flat, recharge for viticulture and 
future demand for water upstream of the Gap. 

The Board feels the balance between these wrnpeting interests in the draft Morambro 
WAP is about right, but is aware that it will not satisfy all. 

i trust this addresses the issues raised in your submission and outlines some of the 
steps being examined to ensure careful management of surface and underground water 
in the Padthaway area. 

Yours sincerely. 
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PmTMAWAY G &Ti?BS GROUP 

To - M i  Hugo Hogtorn 
, CEO 

Fit. Gan1tzie-r 

18 Aug 04 

Re - Metzing held 11 /8 /04 ax Padzhawiay Sporria~g Complex 

the ouming ar which yuw were present 1 have ben  inrfilcted TO wire to you 
infortntng you ot' two resot-cntjons rhar the mrseting passed for action by YOLK Board. 
It w&es in easier given ~ h a r  :iou were pr~smt  but the coacems behind these motiotw were 
about being able ro gerr x much iicsh water bs yasrible utdergrounci in the Paiitaway 
regon. 

Maty p ints  were raised but  the m o s  irnponarrt concept 'ccias fhaf it seems imperative &ar 
the ground water and svxlrfacr: waxer mthorines speak and work with each atha and treat 
bog11 volumes not as separate entities but as o w  

sm &e mating was tha if waxer mu be divened Bonk arcas 
it is  nor n d t ; b  ZV high demand s i ? ~  rhen ir should be dmc as a marrer oE urgency 

insreaid rsf ir being wasted ro rhe sea. 

Mom pa:is~iy t d k i ~ s  a b u t  she ~ % d d l a ~ d y  a m  which uriginallly tmk most of ck warer 
fiow Morarnbro Crwk flods the meeting felt  hat the seemingly dim c>portiomtel_v high 
pacemage ofthis tfm nm- is ro go to the &hrc61kf Werlaads is way out of order and so 
 he: rnolron *-as tha7 - 

Given ghat the above morjnrs will still nm see mc)trg& fkr?s11 wafer going underground ro 
sigmfricantty aid deslinira~ion phe mering passed hire fol1.0wulg that.. 



Thank you far k i n g  presem, at The meefirlg and we hope that as a resulx of these , 

reslutions being put to your board rhat comtncln sense can at last begin to prevail in the 
ongoing saga ofwarer irr she SE, 

We w d d  be gat&l of your reply fullswing board discussiom so our members know 
tk larw thinki~~g. 

Yours Sincerely 
David Browrr *' Gum Gap" 
Secretary PMB 32 
Padtltawa y J r a i p t ~ s .  Narecoorte 5271 
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Minutes of M-wing held at Pahaway Sparing Complex - 1 7/8/W 

Apulosy - Colin Brown 
Atterding - 34 focal irrigiaors 
Special Wests - Hugo Nopron . K k i n  Blott,j SEUrCW), Wade Bollinghagen ( Fred 

Purpose - To discuss rhr wtwmgky unreasonably low purposed wafer a1loc;lrfioa f f o )  the 
Morunbro Crk to the Padfhmay Basic rewaled recently- in rhc draft management plan 
-fox rhe Morambt~ Creek. 

Presidm? Kyrn Vo,aeisang gave a short history of the i Z X  10 years in Padthaway? 
highlighung wata %oni~~g, d d a ~ n u ~ g  water, prescription ofrhe creek., change i t& irriga~iorr 
practices TO drip ( remformd by our findied project run here some titi: years ago), 
The Nymca Clltannd was Luik by locals to stop A w d i n ~  but has now been seen to 8 

factor in iucreasixrg salinr& so maybe we eoufd rt?vm some of this water to the q u i f ~  
vta soaking channds Sorw bores tlear the drgn have gone ~np appmx. 1 OC1Opym over la3 
10 y'i 

go Hopran - 
I Momtnbro sys-rem i s  m h c e  water( only prtscribd surface waxcr ) vs. Padrbaway 

which ts  pound water and they have been heated differently ,w f$r. Geiwjnc need ro 
interconnect  he TWO, 

3. Coasidt~ah~s tbr Mmarnbr<> Scheme are in order Envitmmmtal, Social and 
Econormc last and .w with an inteminanr flow the water hmesting will be sl~iall at 



3. L. Cadnire is orhy 1 9 4  of its oriMnal size wh1c.h helps us. and much coutatry ovcr the 
border bs been drained rd ehe creek giving more water,( but mazy conseclltive (3ry 
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3.  hhke rxpaemaiiorr tb the Catchment Board thar they consma a new drain from 
h i n  E ( approx 13 kmj m%he Nyoca Channel and divert warer fkom Boo1 Lamon 
co the mrrh 

Bwid C . Brown Han. Sec, 




