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Submission by poinis:

Reing a long standing conservation group that is based in North Queensland, our
comnents are primarily focussed on the Parks et al in that State.

{a) MNational Parks should be managed according to the Cardinal Principles:
{(13Proiecs and preseni the areas cultural and natural resources and their values,

(2)Ensure that the only use of the area is nature-based and ecologically
sustaingble,

We assert that any actions that will or might put at risk the ecologically
sustainable part of that Principle must not be permitted irrespective of whether
such actions are desirable for other non environmental reasons. ...

{a) National Parks are costly to maintain. We therefore state that this Society has
long held to the view that there should be a system of payment for entry into
the parks in Queensland. We know that such is the practice in other States.
We dr not see such payments as being an unreasonable charge, especially for
the annual passes that exist in other States. The caveat that must be added is
that the monies raised in that way must be added to existing expenditure on the
park system, not just be yet another thing that disappears into Consolidated
Revenue,

{b) Queensland hes a good record of creating National Parks, but a poor record of
maintaining them. Self evidently this point is inter-connected to the previous
point.

¢} This Society conptends that feral animals and plants are the biggest
envirommental problem of all. Control of weeds in particular is vital. As a

consequence of the poor funding levels provided for maintenance in the Parks
weed control is woefully poor. It should be noted that in the Tropical areas
weeds spread with astonishing rapidity. Currently the situation is getting
worse because further weed species keep on being introduced. So far as fauna
is concerned the major issue is pigs.

{d) The transfer of former State Forests to the National Park system, though very

desirable in the long run amplifies the problems of poor f'mancxal support for

maintenange.

Aboriginal peopies are allowed to hunt and gather in National Parks. We

think that no people should be allowed to. See point (a) above. The

cs@mpiﬁ%ﬁy of the situation is compounded by the fact that there are many

sroups in the Wet Eh@pms alone — dozens — each of whom have differing
aspirations for the “use’ of National Parks for a variety of purposes — some of
which may be, ar are, contrary to environmental sustainability.

(1) Short term funding is often too rigid. The mlposmon of the rule that funds
must be expended by such and such a date is counter productive. In this
fiéz}éa*@ there is a high degree of ‘taking the opportunity’. For example it is not

ssible to obtain seeds except when the trees have them(!). It is foolish to

Q’ nt trees unless the weather is suitable, etc. More flexibility required.
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