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PUBLIC COMMENT - INQUIRY INTO AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL PARKS.
OTHER CONSERVATION RESERVES AND MARINE PROTECTED AREAS

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS:

d) Responsibilities of governments with regard to creation of and management of
National Parks, other reserves and marine conservation zones:

Ownership of and responsibility for Australian National Parks, other conservation
reserves and marine protected areas musl remain in perpeiuity with successive
governments, with the Australian people. Governments, despite their deficiencies and
limitations, make the most reliable environmental siewards of Australia’s conservation
estate. Any thoughts of giving control of the conservation estate away from the
Australian people would be a dangerous step indeed. Private interests would be
unregulated. Private interests constantly change, they are too often driven by self interest
(destructive exploitation), and can so easily get out of hand, or in time, fall into the hands
of terrorist bodies; they cannot be trusted.

Such a step would also be irreversible. Once sold a government is unlikely to be able to
afford to buy the land back. Good environmental managers have a long term commitment
and never make decisions or make changes that are irreversible.

A well run government is best placed to provide the necessary continuity, to ensure the
provision of humanitarian, long term, bread, coordinated and cohesive planning strategies
to meet the difficult environmental challenges of the coming years, the upholding of the
conservation estate being pivotal in this regard.

Government investment of funding and resources in conservation and management of
National Parks, other reserves and marine protected areas is the only lasting /enduring
way of ensuring that public responsibilities are upheld

Conservation is a necessary condition for an equitable/ fair distribution of the country’s
living natural resources. and only governments can achieve this.
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Recent Government cut backs on resources and funding for our National Parks, reserves
and marine protection areas are 2 serious backward ste p al a%ﬁ me when strategic
government support and long term planning are paramount

) Values and objectives of Awstiralin’s National Parks, other copservation ressrves
and marine protected areays:

It 1s imperative that the necessary funding and resources needed 1o uphold the values and
ebjectives of Australian National Parks, cther conservaiion reserves and marine protected
aress, continue to be the responsibility of successive governments on behalf of the
Ausiralian people.

{Also d)] The values of Ausiralian National Parks, conservation reserves and marine
protected areas are incalculable, they comprise our very life support systems. Healthy,
intact ecosystems are the foundation of our social and economig structure and wellbeing,
and always will %}ﬁ Cuir ecosystems are our most precious asset, and they are
irreplaceable - once destroyed; even using the most advanced ecclogical knowledge, the
critical stmbmrgs and functions of an ecosystem canuot be fully replicated or restored.

{ Aizo b) and d}} : While on paper, curremt "Objectives’ give recognition to this
understanding and the concomitant values, in practice deplorably insufficient funding and
resources continue to hinder the means of achisving these Gbjectives. Insufficient
funding hampers timely progress. Increased resources and funding are needed to uphold
- them, not less. |

Sgvings that ﬁoef:i to be inciuded in the economic equation:
- Essential life support services are provided by Ausiralia’s living natural resources,
conigined in ourNational Parks and reserves and protected areas ar a minimal cost.

;
Mgngaiwaa Yegetation zones of our National Parks and reserves svstems act as carbon
sinks, and heip to mitigate Australia’s unacceptably high contribution of greenhouse
gases 1o the ammspher,f,h

Social costs: {,Qns rvation is a necessary condition for an equitable/ fair distribution of
the country’s living natural resources, and only governments can achieve this,

I
The cultural %sgm“ggme of these places - aesthetic, recreational, scientific and
educational - make them snormously valuable.

l
The ntrinsic wqarih of the country’s parks and reserves and protecied marine areas is
beyongd maakuw
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Bn'ﬁ%xgemmtwﬁa} equity contained in our national parks is of inestimable vatue and
must be ensured by successive governmenis.

. L
Preventive medicine:
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Many human health problems are directly iinked to environmenta! poliution, poor air
quality etc. Such health problems are an enormous and very costly burden on our public
health system. Qur Nationa! Parks and reserves provide clean air and climsate
amelioration through transpirational cooling, healthy water catchments and many other
vital services. They provide @ cosr-effective, preventive means of securing public haalth,
rather thas a costly remedial one.

Cuarantine

a; (and also bj Marine protected areas ensure precious fish stocks and their habitats are

maintained. A great deal more funding is nﬁeéeﬁ to further build and maintain high

G&é'ﬁ?‘&!’iil‘?&‘ :»,amaiarﬁs in Australia at all levels. To neglect this puts our country at great
National Parks and conservation reserves are an insurance against damage caused

by invagiegz of exotic pests and discases elsewhere,

Genetic stocks:

Australia’s National Parks, reserves and marine protected areas are the natural
repositories for an extraordinarily rich b!odn'uwv by global stanésrds, for the
rermarkable aéamma advaniapes bestowed on our flora and fauna in largely harsh, desert
environmenis. Our precious natural genetic stocks need far greater protection from
pvernment. |

ke

Funding and resources are needed gow, not when it may be too late:
Z’:ﬁ: need to conserve, protect, resiore and improve environmental valugs possessed by
ur Mational m—%@- Reserves and marine protected areas has never been more critical
maﬂ now in the 233‘ Century , and this nead has gigﬂ,ﬂm very argent indeed, cg due to
dﬁwmmgf«;ﬁ;s@pﬁavng fish stsck_, rapid deciine of biodiversity, severe ecological
disturbances and imbalances, loss of oritical biomass among other things. Funding and
resources need 10 be in place, and effectively and efficiently applied if our giob&l society
is to avert or at Beasi' ameliorate the potential impacts of the environmental crises that face
sall. Itis umgceﬁmbie that not enough decisive action is happening at the government

iﬂ\.‘ﬁ ‘

b) and d) Adeqguacy of government funding and resources, and responsibilities of
EOVErRMEen!: |

By culting &ﬁcié,f governmenis are not mesfing their respopsibifities. Governmenis are
Rt yet pr@véé%ai sufficient funding and resources 1o meet *Objectives™

Cutting back ﬁﬁmh to be based on a faulty premise. Under the present system 99.9% of

pecple are inv u!w: in projects which fast for 5, 10 or 13 years at most, but responses o
environmental .sszgeh invariably require losg term commitments of 20 — 50 years,
especially as issues are interconnected / interactive. Every time a short term project is
concluded and stafhng dismantled, valuable corporate memory is lost. Eg as with LCDC
here in Western Australia,

!

Human-indugced chazzges to the environment are incereasingly compiex and interactive,
and when Yﬁ\{ii}n%ﬁﬁ are inadequate or 100 slow, the outcomes can be Increasingly
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consequential, ¢g greater frequency and severity of adverse weather patterns,
irreversible salinity, pollution of groundwater and waterways.

With so many public service cuts in recent thmes we are heading fowards a situstion
where public servants are belpg expected to do 2 Iot more with & ot lsss regourees -
fawer pubiic servants are being given more {0 do with less io accomplish good
ouicomes. This is not going to work. We should be i mcreﬁs’iﬂg fhelr input. Thereisa
growing pubiic mfrwpa’w;z that governmeni servanis in fields of science and the
environmeni are being squeeted oul. Why are ihey? By whick members of
governmaeni? T:’ze background for this needs to be made foially iransparent, and subject

fo full media cmgrﬁge and debate.

Cut backs are cz}mmg from both Commonweaith and State governments, Buf
Governments hold responsibility, not the public service.
Greenbouse 15 a good example, the really serious effects will be felt in 30 years time, if

not before. Adeguate Government suppor! enables a long term resull. By having long
serm government agencies in place the sirength is there to achieve things. Al the crucial
maliers are wé:‘f logether by the public service,

|

Gther examples jare the Ramsar listings and World Heritage listings which take many
years to happen and even afier that management plans are still not dons. With the
parious state of ﬁzv environment a great deal more resources and funding are needed to
speed up &n umnmsﬂmi protection and management before it is too late.

It is due 10 lock }:g_;"?'esa urces that impedimenis continue fo Block the creation of National
Parks and %Emeﬁ?cs and keep environmenial problems festering. Eg A lot of
commendabie wmk being done by government employees working for a better
environmental outcome, are constantly being stymied by zmgedimgms such as those
thrown in their path by the Depariment of Industry and Resources.

I

he fack of an aiireﬁlgovernmenz approach stands m the way.
’i w0se who :;u,sgass that technological fixes can be used to treat sympiloms are sericusly
sieading the whole debate as technological fixes do not address the underlving causes.
Te&:‘mmggs cal ﬂxss are invarigbly immensely costly, seldom lastingly successful, and
should be av Q%ﬁaﬁdn

e} Record of gm ernments with regard to creation and mansgement of National;

Parks:

To their credit, gum.esswc Australian Governments have tended to show increasing

determination and integrity in relation to creation and management of Mational Parks,

other conservation and marine protected areas, as we would expect when sclentific

knowledge and community appreciation of the vital role of such places has greatly
expanded, and whﬁn more and more the deciining state of the environment demands it
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However governments continue to be far too slow in responding, or incomplete in their
responses, and far to¢ weakxfm::gpﬁbie usider pressure from indusiry end development
groups 1o dlock creation of conservation parks, conservation reserves and marine
profected areas. This Is totally unaccepiable.

We have aiready drawn altention 10 the Jact that recent changes and strange cui-backs
to funding and resources in the public service and stience areas are self- Hmsiting,
insidiousty zrev are preventing pood ouicomes. Why is ikis happening?

Inefficient / meffstswe use of government ﬁs_zsaﬁ?zag 284 resources:

h.ﬁds and rs&oure&s could be far better managed if habitats could be given full protection
by the immediate establishment of a comprehensive National Parks and reserves s system,

"xzﬂm effective management strategies in place which serve to stem the tide of species

loss, dnquasu@nab%y this helps enormously to reduce and reverse the factors that trigger

the decline of égpiec;as, and assists with recovery,

Preservationist mdmgf-msm can be inefficient when it focuses on a species that is ajready
in dire straits. ft uses enormous amounts of mongy in an atiemp! (o save a species but
because it is z:m:z‘s driven, it comes oo late o make a difference and uses lurge amounis
of scarce assels.|
The crisis driven response mode stems from isgai considerations, where the g;erinc;z;ai ool
for enforcing pmtycixon of endangered species doss not require action untii the species is
giready in serious trouble. By upmﬁmgf&égmﬁmb cur lega E system {law reform), this
could be avoided.

.| e - . -
Proper reguiation of exploitation of our living natural resources is also a means of
decreasing mortality and consequent species loss through extinction.

{

1

¢} Threats to t&w Objectives and Management of our National Farks ather
conservation reserves and marine protected areas:

Mining, unchecked and mappmpasate development, g:emh«aaéa climate change through
ciafgmg and losg of critical biomass, gross inadequacies in our cur eﬂi iegal systemn,
salinity, urban ig:»r;m/? poilution, biodiversity threats, feral animals, noxious wee ds, exotic
plants and di *uaﬁq disease, inefficient water and energy uss, corporate gr eed and self
interest, mmpant consumerism, widespread ignorance and apathy, ongoing impediment

to change (as ﬁiﬁébysed above), and failure ai varivus levels {o take necessary steps
towards adaptati mn,

These threats am fapidiy increasing yet none are adeguately resourced and funded. There

are no excuses - government musi meet ifs state, natlonal and international obligations
and responsibilities without delay with regard é’e,:é the above matters.
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