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Dear Relerences Committes Chair,

AUSTRALIA'S NATIONAL PARKS

TIiSsion 1o your Committee that is inquiring into the funding
atlable fo meet the objectives of Australia’s national parks,

s and muarine profected areas and shall restrict my
{ parks and other conservation reserves,

ctives for Australia’s national parks and other conservation

be provided 3‘};’* me by the Secretariat, [ did find the following were useful in
n abjective

the Kakadu Mational Park Draft Mansgement Plan 2006 set of objectives (a-g) uader
e EPRC ,fuﬁ: *:f:%%" ;

2 t a’sé {u,;z.'%jt&

Conservation f»\raa:«; {C atuggrv VI}

: arier, End edition, and the companion docurent
,gszsiz;ma Am a!xwf Naturai Heritage Charter 2ud edition,

' ‘%@;‘K; g;;g;% aﬁ«:& ok

T eaeh reserve classification under Tasmania's
Leyised § 3*33 fand Cla:

ication System. See chment I

2s which could meet the Terms of Reference for this Senate
v submission on Tasmania's National Parks, Conservation

¢ Committes consider recommending the production of a specific
s ot %af abjectives and management prescriptions for national parks,
: 2 protected areas. This could supplement the above
o guide to the States and Territories for the preparation

nentation o protect the values of national parks, other
secied areas.

Fosr zgionad Forest Agreement (RFA) in 1997, the State's
%;s em was reclassilisd into two dm@;m{:‘i reserve categories, dedicated reserve

“35:-3’ &»v&asi od reserven:
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(ﬂ } dediested veserves - National Park, State Reserve, Aboriginal Reserve, Nature
rve that excludes resource extraction such as mineral exploration, mining, and
ing; and,

{1} @ﬁwr so-called 'reserves' - Conservation Area, Game Reserve, Regional
Reserve, Forest Reserve (timber can be removed for roading, tounism nfrastructure and
mineral ﬁﬂig’%ﬁm}, Ei:;‘f‘;r,grsf Recreation Area, Public Reserve (Crown Land Reserve),

% anch as caﬁ grazing, apiaries, kelp extraction, wildlife hunting, timber
seval exploration and extraction, wind farming, and other resource extraction
as well as towrism developments and off-road vehicle recreation.’

vdicarzd reserves in Tasmania is as follows: by subtracting pre-
,ﬂ%f } m} from 1 post- RFA dedxcawd reserves {1 425 49() ha

il g:azmd M:;% 3§ 2%&; in the a:i fizuatau reserve system.”

The Tasmanian Community Forest Agreement, signed by the Prime Minister and Tasmanian
Prernier in 2005 agreed 1o set aside "a new reserve areatotalling about 148,400ha of public
land” * Whilst this ifﬁe,ﬁ ff‘x&?““&*“wﬁa claims that the 148,400ha are ‘protected’ most of the area
s to be managed | v Tasmania (a Government Business Enterprise) as a Forest
:?;f 2rve which fails a protect mﬁmv values, particularly wilderness. Almost half of the new
' {Zha is within the 366.000ha Tarkine, a region roughly bounded by the
£ :&z zhm £ Pieman Rivers and the Murchison Highway. See Attachment If
tural values and cultural values that meet the criteria for World
# Listed on the National Estate and also placed on the National
within the Tarkine there many Aboriginal cultural sites some of
L‘&L L@ sted 8@3&3’2&,@63 on the National Estate.”

The oaly reserve classification that protects wilderness values is a national park, managed by

the Parks & Wildlife Service (Departmaent of Tourism, Parks, Heritage & the Arts). The
73,512ha of the Tarkine (also renowrned for its high quality wilderness values) was not given

M%ie*aai pms atus instead ¥ 15 2 Forest Reserve, managed by Forestry Tasmania. Such a

T cation has o statuiory requirement for a management plan and only protects

ging and timber harvesting. 1t does however, allow for a range of 'malti-use’

g construciion of w aéknw tracks, off-road vehicle recreation, horse riding,

a mizsﬂ iructure, roads and tracks for mineral exploration and mining, hunting,

> harvesting, wind farm developments, etc. Any one of these

ruess values which require special management prescriptions.

which me%

5 : usmﬁg of the BRFA in 1997, just 5% of the Turkine did receive national
s:;:ar?s stat hat was ihe 18 500ha Savage River National Park (more correctly named
Baretop Natins aff Park because i includes the non-forest buttongrass plain on Baretop Ridge).

"W ith the recest signing of the Community Forest Agreement in 2005, both the Federal and
Siate Séwezﬂ’%z“ aas fatled fo bring about a land reserve classification that adequately protecs
the wilderness and other natural values as well as the significant cultural valnes that exist in the
Turkine. This area should have had a reserve status that provided for real protection and proper
¥ o natural and culinral values as a National Park or State Reserve, instead of
ional Park (RFA 1997) and the remaining 95% with "Mickey Mouse'

ations with both the 1997 and 2005 Forest Agreements.

e Giovernments fail to bring about a reserve land

ion of all of the identified high quality wilderness and other
izziieﬁ to provide adequate funding for the ongoing

eserved areas.

crve System 17 Aprtd, 2000

{ of Primary ledustrigs, ‘\5 atey and Eavironment {2000), Tasmania's Matwre

. i ; Forest Agreement 13 M‘ay 2005. Fact Sheet No 3.
4 Refer Avsizalian Herflage Comwnission Listings & the Nationsl Wilderness Inventory.




OnRSEL a’a wence many of the natural and cultural values of the new areas now reserved are

4 C0
g rapidly ﬁﬁgf&ﬂ%‘i due o the Tollowing:

» @ fack of a basic will or commitment by the State Governiment;
5@% u% mone j aﬁ“’%}}“ﬁa in the State Budget
still without a Management Plan (reserves, other than a ‘dedicated’

i Plan does exast (for example the Arthur-Pieman Conservation
g LU‘}}“) there is insufficient funding to implement the
7y
) S.M 2 :{ﬁ}vbmmgm bureaucracy in the Parks & Wildlife Service asa
' division of the Departraent of Tourism. Parks, Heritage & the Arts;

) « buresucracy, Parks & Wildlife Service that is constrained by

m%*;a ok %3;
€ rangers
imiiiﬁaﬁ recreat t
mi cot "uiﬁﬁv 1 for the planning of developments both within and
25EIVES;

@ i}!ﬁﬁ
®

% ©

ann Aboriginal petroglyph site (Greenes Creek) in the 110,000ha
sonservation Acea {part of the greater Tarkine) was in my opinion primarily
of resources i manage this area. See copy of the article published in the

sedition of The imfmm‘z?i{imxermizmmt See Attachment 11

Following a public outery, including some sections of the Aboriginal community, the
? a,,dfaﬁmrs Minister for Parks and ﬁaﬁﬂ&i% responded with a $10,000 reward offered for "rock
fon” and to fd‘% ene ' malmw;:«zem workshop to consider protection measures

BEE

A recentact of
Artiny Ble
caused by »

sw%:}rzfaﬁ UM

srrence of vandalism of rock art in Tasmania’s Tarkine Robert
ian Hock At Besearch Association (AURA) who also represents the
ck Ari Organisations (IFRAO composed of 42 national and
ions} earlier in February wrote to Premier Paul Lennon.

Attachment IV.

i1y sither the Minister or the Premier who have not
a5 heen called, Tasmania is in a caretaker mode, 50 my
ESDONSE.

i.ﬁi%» zmﬁmaaa
T";gg ’ﬁ?}u% wW L‘f‘; %‘5" Fatl £

To date nothing
FESPO :‘i{:iéé

ngf'

Terms of reference

Inaddition to the above, I can now refer to the five specific points set out in the terms of
reference ﬁ‘a elate 1o the funding rescurces available te meet the objectives of
Aunstralie’s notivnnl porks and other conservalion areas.

{aj ihe values and objectives of Australin's national parks and other
conservatics reserves -

Snecifically

funding fi rom ss_as 1%5,3533 ra%{m Go gemm@m f@r the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area.

Copst in The Tasmanian Conservationist No304 February, 2006
, 2006
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(&) whether governnents are providing sufficient resources to meet those
objeciives and their management regquirements -

Successive Tasmanian Governments have failed to provide sufficient funding and resources to
meet g,he cbiec ctives (as per the EPBC Act 1999 Objects a-g or the Objectives as set out in the
REA 1997 Attachment 7 7} or the management requirements that reiate to national parks and
conservation reserves in Tasmania,

(0} any ihrsaty fv the @3%*3»435537&3# and management of our national porks and

f,iﬁﬁﬁi vaﬁ ues particulardy within the Arthur Pieman Conservation
al petroglyph sites, cultural landscapes other cultural sites.

{d) the responsibilities of govermments with regard o the creation and
ﬁaa?iwgemgﬁy of national parks and other conservation reserves with particular
reference i long-term plans -

The creation of new national parks has stalled since 1997, The complete disregard of the
responsibility by both the Auvstralian and Tasmanian Siate governments to protect and manage
% éé&[ﬁisﬁﬁ znd coltural values of the greater Turkine area by combining all of the areas with

varieals reserve categories by orsafing a national park. The values of much of the greater

et ﬂa"‘“iﬂi*’ﬂé&:& for the Australian Heritage Commission by the Tasmanian

Teuat vy | “

sian Government has management plans for some its national parks but stitl has not
0 3’22? &s.. Bavage River | ‘\mm}mi Park gazetted in 1998 which is still in 'draft’
orn rthur Pieman Conservation Area 2002 followed a welcome
‘zaz%é in pro cedure \mh f%af: Tasmanian Resource Planning and Development Commission
being f,,hafgm with the preparation of recommendations for the Plan through extensive public
consuftation. Whilst %zag Management Plan has many sound elements to protect and manage the
natural and cultural values, iis *ﬁpﬁﬁh wentation has been a dismal failure due 1o insufficient
funding and peor allocation of resources by the administering authority the Parks & Wildlife

Heruies
SERAY b

iy Furest Agreement last year, the Australian Gov emment
% V%’émpmem of bushiwalking rracks in the Tarkine area.” This
greernent for the creation of 4 new reserve to protect part of the
ress area from logging by Forestry Tasmania. However both
73,51 Zha any real prmec’uon other than from logging by having
BOIVE W vy Tasmania as its managing avthority. Thus there is no onw«

oy the prea’s wilderness values as new tracks, access roadin g for recreation,
tourisio efc. could impact to the detriment of the feature of the area.

e Loy
5 o

Right now, in pre-election mode, the Labor Party have, if re-elected, just offered $50,000 to
the Burnie Port Authority to re-badge the dﬁfpﬁﬁ as the Gateway to the Tarkine Rainforest, This
has been dope without proper ¢ onsider aimﬁ to the overall long-term management of the Tarkine
assa %.%% , or to consider, that such a promotion in isolation, could have on the fragile

: r patural values, The Burnie Council welcomed the offer and the Circular
d on ABL radio (22nd February) that "the best way to promote the
ratian Government to provide $20M to seal the Weszern Explorer™ (also
wwhere' thai the former Federal Environment Minister claimed was an
"”ﬁ’éd&ii{i‘{?}l}; That same Circular Head Council has in the past
mm%& :&iam as ez«.amp’ied by a motion that was passed objecting
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Any funding that comes from the Australian Government must be tied to the protection and
maa&%msai of national parks and conservation reserves, including forest reserves to safeguard
the natural {including wilderness) and cultural values against any short-term advantage for any
political party, parochial council or for any lacal enterprise either private of government.

(¢ the record of governments with regard to the creation and management of
national parks and conservafion reserves -

The Tasmanian Government record for the creation of national parks and dedicated reserves is
depicted in a graph § a3 from 1905-2000 on page 8 as published by the (Tasmanian)
National Parks & Wi isory Council in With Every Step Proceedings of the NPWAC
t : Seminar, Hob sher 2002. See_Attachment VI

per by Geofl Mosley Battle for the People's Herliuge : Wesiern
Fas gsggz..z {9972 : s a Chronology of events that relate to land reservation from
1961-2002, See_ ﬁiiaeisem‘?ﬁ

*‘ﬁﬁg’ay indicates that progress for new national parks since 1990 has stalled and the main onus
Jfor ex fmﬂm; and protecting the kff"?i‘ﬁf@ will continue to rest with organised citizery. ...T) he
Wesrern Tasmanian herit age is of finternational significance. The competing uses that have been
given priority are not. The time has come for government to join with the public in ending
eleven years ;; ingction and finishing the job in Western Tasmania. But, as ever, some of us
will have 1o show the way.
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4

Ancther five years has passed, making it 16 years of inaction (o have the whole of the Tarkine
5 anis set aside 2 2 national park not just the 5% that was set aside as a national
with the {997 REA.

Al of the muluplicity of reserve land classifications for the Tarkine region, like Kakadu
Mational Park, needs 1o be consolidated and a strategic management plan developed for the area
s a whole so that the natural values, including wilderness, and the culiural vales are protected.

park

would d ask the uam*ﬁmse to consider that as the Tarkine meets the World Heritage criteria it
e in z;w:ﬁv recommended to become an Australian National Park under the Ausﬁrahan
Government's National Parks and Wiidlife Conservation Act 1975 and for it to be nominated
for World Heriiaze.

o

i

There ne mh o be 5 z‘:mgh clearar use of the word ‘reserve' as the public see such a place as
i1 actual %}m different reserve classifications allow for varying degrees of
tilisation of resources e.g. mining is allowed in Forest Reserves which

dearfell of the {orests.

A1

ves should be managed by one authority, rather than the competitive and separate
cach that is currently practised by Forestry Tasmania with their multi-million dollar high
profile =m@mm developments, such what has been established in the Dismal Swamp Forest
Heserve . This has now effectively locked out’ the public with its high entry cost, and its
giramickry that is now attracting 2 decreasing number of visitors to what could have been a
wonderful natural attraction with an elevated lookout over the forest and boardwalks with
appropriate environmental signage in the swamp forest, in an area that is similar tc the Florida
Ever s};iaw& Prior to the latest dev elopment by Forestry Tasmania, over a period of 4 years, |
have personally taken about 1000 people into this area as part of a natural swarp forest
‘W}Cﬁ nee, To gain entry pow there is a charge of about $50 for a family, a gimmickry slhide
and mterpretation that (s out of step wit %; an impressive natural area. See Attachment VIIL

Al re

There 1s a gross inequality in funding that is set aside for the management of reserves by a
ovenunent agency (Parks & W iiglife Service) through the State Budﬂet compared with the
"’w;i%ﬁa for Forest Reserves provided by Forestry Tasmania, as a Government Business

z‘pm&, throngh boih the RFA and the Community Forest Agreement that has enabled them
0 wvﬁz«,ps tourist attractions that primarily promote the forest industry.




Recommendations
i. A clear unambiguous definition of a ‘reserve’

Z. E’{:: yeoduce 2 specific document that clearly sets out the objectives and
th ¥y

ma g eiment prescriptions for national parks, other conservation reserves and

¢ protecied areas

epnd

sase funding for the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area
Provide special on-going funding for the management of Tasmania's

i parks and other 'dedicated’ reserves as per the RFA 1997 and the
%i_fs:aﬁﬁ;ia;;zmm borest Agreement 2005

5. {me body be appointed to administer all reserves in Tasmania

6. All Forest Reserves within the Tarkine area be upgraded to at least
Conservation Area §’{aﬁ;&%~i 50 as to protect the natural values

i%} rms@ﬁ that any funding from the Australian Government is tied to the

{ national parks ‘and conservation reserves, including the upgraded

? @f&;ﬁ»a reserves

ng with aiza :dtmﬁ m]d managemem of its natmnai

dfa reserves with special emphasis on the protection of

initiate a study in preparation for World Heritage nomination of Tasmania's

s Provide funds for the development of a strategic plan for the Tarkine region

he Tuarkine becoming an Australian National Park, like Kakadu

n and managem ment of the natural (including wilderness) and cultural

2. Ensure that the obligations by Australia under any external agreements are

*if’«:“:

i
being a 53@” 10 bw fhe %‘i@iﬁs or Territories

Cradie Mountain Tourist Development Steering Group
vagian Conservation Trust Inc.

te of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies
Iife Service Morth West District Community Consultative

Former { hair »f the Launceston Esvironment Centre Inc.,

Former ii‘xhi guide and 7 manager of Tasventure and Club Tarkine Inc.

Member of the former | Tasmanian Parks & Wildlife Service Historic & Scientific Advisory
Comrittee
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