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WESCOTT

: TABLE 6 o
The Resourcing of Victorian Parks* 1970-1993 .
(Director’s Annual Reports, Expenditure Excludes Greens Bush Purchase in 1989-90)
Expenditure mill §
1 Year 'Visi{'ation Staffin Parks ie Rangers Park Area Park Pi‘ogram: Per ha of
(Million) and support stafl (Head Mill ha, land" | Actual (Adjusted to Park Area:
Office) ' . areas only 80/81 figures) . | Adjusted to : y
80/81 figures '
1970-71 0.54 26 ‘ 0.21 0.47 (1.29) 6.1 |
1971-72__|NA 76 (15) 021 10.58(1.49) 7.1 y
1972-73  |NA 91 (30) . 0.21 0.84 (2.03) 97
1974-75_~ |NA 94 (50) 021 2.34 (4.30) {205
11975-76__|NA 101 (50) 028 13.99(6.50) 23.2 ;
1976-77 NA 233 (59) ' 0.28 "~ 14.79 (6.85) 24.5
1977-78 34 212 (62) 0.29 : 5.93 (1.74) 26.7
197879 4.16 214 (75) 0.65 6.26 (1.55) i1.7
1979-80 437 307 (718) 0.78 7.16 (7.83) 10.0
198081 5.06 308 (69) 0.80 8.71 (8.71) 10.9 :
198182 6.49 281 (67) ) 0.99 9.76 (3.84) 8.9 i
198283 7.00 272.(70) 0.99 11.15 (9.06) 9.2
1983-84 6.35 290 (76) - 1.15 ) 11.63 (8.84) 7.7 :
1984-85  |7.73 NP 1.15 12.41 (9.05) 7.9
198586 |7.86 NP (42) 1.34 NP - :
1986-87 8.12 . 166 (30) 1.36 NP , -
1987-88 8.35 _ NP(37) 1.59 118,60 (10.66) 6.7
1988~-89 8.80 204 (35) 1.74 21.15 (11.29) 6.5
1989-90 9.15 192 2.01 22.80 (11.27) 5.6
1990-91 9.70 158 (50) 2,78 2431 (11.62) 4.2
1991-92 9.94 158 (87) 2.87 24.29 (11.49) 4.0
1992-93 10.26 180 (77) 2.89 28.13 (13.05) 4.5
Note: from 1988—89 onwards the hcad office staff sometimes includes those employed in public land or wildlife areas
as well as in parks.
NP = Not published.
NA = Not available.
* National Parks and Other Parks reserved under the National Parks Act 1975 as defincd in the Annual Report in the
National Parks Act ’

Schedule 2 parks are listed under three groups: National Parks
. (Schedule 2); Wilderness Arcas (Schedule 24); and State Parks—usually
smaller than national parks (Schedule 28). The Act does not define the
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word  “‘national’’, national
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parks’’.

The substantive Act has remained relatively unchangcd since 1975
excepl for an amendment in 1989 which subdivided Schedulé 2 (see

above) and removed the mechanism by which a mining application could
be considered in Schedule 2 parks—thus effectively banmng mining in
" national parks, state parks and wilderness areas.

Responsibility for administering the Act rests with the Direclor of
National Parks. The Act is silent on the administrative structure through
which the Divector carries out his ot her responsibilities. In effect this has
allowed constant changes in the organisational structure to-occur since
1975. These are described below. : :

a matler consistent with all Australian .

'The administration of national parks in Victoria:
lmiplementation of the National Parks Act 1975

With the proclamation of the first National Parks Act in 1956,
125,262 ha of land became  the responsibility of the National Parks
Authoity. The Authority possessed three staff in the directorate, nine {ull-
time aund part-time vangers and a modest budget.™

In 1970 a'National Park Service was created and in {972 this agency,
under the authority of the Director of Nationa! Parks, became part of the
new Ministry for Conservation, In 1975 a new National Parks Act was
proclaimed and a new National Park Scrvice was established. This Service
continued as an integrated **line management’” agency until 1984, It grew
steadily during this period (Tablc 6) and was based on several districts
with district superintendents reporting to the Director. From 1984 (o the
present theie have been constant structural changes in the administration
of Victorian national parks. These are outlined below:

Name changes in national park management (1975-1993)

1975-1983  Mationa! Park Service (within the Ministry for

Conservation)

Director of National Parks

1984 National Parks Division—as a policy arm in the

Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands

(DCFL)

National Parks and Wildlifc Division within DCFL

{Director’s title changed to Director of National

Parks and Wildlifc)

National Parks and Public Lands Division within the

Departmient of Conservation and E:nvxronmen(

(DCE)

1993 National Parks Service within the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR)

1986/87

1991792

The miost dramatic of these changes was the establishment of the
Department of Conservation, Forests and Lands in 1984 {rom the Ministry
{or Conservation, the Forest Commission and the Department of Crown
Lands and Survey. Under this organisational meodel, the planning and
pulicy aspectz of park management were carried out by a head office
secretarial-(initially called the National Park Service) whilst the manage-

Victoria’s National Park System:
Can the Transition from Quantity of
Parks to Quality of Management be
Successful?

17 Wescott, opcitn2. -
8 National Park Service, op cit n 5.

Dccember 1995
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