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P.O. Box 359, CAIRNS  QLD  4870

Telephone:  (07) 4044 3038    Fax:  (07) 4044 3837

Chairman:
Cr. J.D. Chapman
  Secretary:  D.F.Irvine


1 September 2003




Our Reference: 

Dear Sir or Madam:

Senate Inquiry:

Invasive species and the EPBC Amendment (Invasive Species) Bill 2002

The Standing Committee on Environment, Communications, Information Technology and the Arts are seeking submissions from interested organisations wanting to comment on the EPBC amendment (Invasive Species) Bill.  The committee invites written submissions to be lodged by 10 October 2003 for their report to the Senate by the last sitting day in March 2004.

The terms of reference for the Bill include:

(A) The estimated cost of different responses to the environmental issues associated with invasive species….with particular focus on:

a. The following pests:
i. European fox (Vulpes vulpes)
ii. Yellow crazy ant (Anoplolepis gracilipes)
iii. Fire ant (Solenopsis invicta)
iv. Cane toad (Bufo marinus)
v. Feral cat (Felis catus)
vi. Feral pig (Sus scrofa)
b. The following weeds:
i. Mimosa (Mimosa pigra)
ii. Serrated tussock (Nassella trichotoma)
iii. Willow (Salix spp.)
iv. Lantana (Lantana camara)
v. Black Berry (Rubus fruticosus agg.)
vi. Parkinsonia (Parkinsonia aculeate)
(B) The effectiveness of commonwealth-funded measures to control invasive species.

The amendment will apply to all invasive species, which threaten biodiversity, but FNQROC in support of Douglas Shire Council was surprised that Pond apple (Annona glabra) is not included on the list for particular focus.  Pond Apple is one of Australia’s most invasive weeds and is threatening the health of wet Tropics waterways.  According to recent research by the Federal Government, the pond apple tree was among Australia’s top 20 most invasive weeds.  Considering the scale of the infestations between Mackay and Papua New Guinea, and the threat to intertidal mangrove and coastal wetland biodiversity, a particular focus on Pond Apple would be prudent for a Far North Queensland perspective of the Amendment.

FNQROC supports Douglas Shire Councils submission with the Standing Committee suggesting that Pond apple be included in the Terms of reference list for Amendment.

Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me on 07 4044 3038.

Yours faithfully

Darlene Irvine

SECRETARY

Cc: Douglas Shire Council
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FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF COUNCILS


Atherton, Cairns, Cardwell, Cook, Douglas, Eacham, Herberton, Johnstone, Mareeba, Torres


 








1
1

_998469059.unknown

