Indian Arts and Cratts Board: The Indian Arts and Crafts Act of 1990

D Ach of 1860 (P, 101-644) | frut

misrepresentation in marketing of Tnd

arts ang crafls products within the United States. It is illegal to offer

for sale, or sell any art or craft product in a manner that falsely

¢

s i is Indian produced, an Indian product, or the product of a

&

N

© Indian or Indian Tribe or Indian arts and crafts organization,

T within the United States. For a first time violation of the Act, an

ndividual can face ¢vil or criminal penalties up to a $250,000 fine or a

S-vear prison term, or both. If a business violates the Act, it can face

ies or can be prosecuted and fined up to $1,000,000.

civil pe

s defined as a member of any federally or
State recognized Indian Tribe, or an individual certified as an Indian

artisan by an Indian Tribe.

The Iz

w covers all Indian and Indlan-style fraditiona! and contemporary

ant wrafts produced after 1935 The Act broadly applies o the

marketing of arts and crafis by any persen in the United States, Some
fradittona! tems freguently copled by non-Indians include Tndian-style

weley, pottery, baskels, carved stone felishes, woven rugs, kachina

and ciothing,

Al produc

must be marketed truthfully regarding the Indian 3‘1»aritag&2

o

and tripat affilistion of the producers, so as nob to mistead ©h
me o

s ilegal to market an art or craft item using the n

a meamber, or certified indian artisan, of that tribe did not

art or craft item,

o using & sign cdaiming "Indian Jews

of the Indian Arts and Crafts Act if the jewelry was

somazone other than a member, or certified Indian artisan,

S an Indian bribe. Products advertised as "Hopi Jewelry” would be in

Aolation of the aAct if they were produced by someone who is not a

ied Indian artisan, of the Hopt tribe.

- craft product represented to you as Indien

is not, first contact the dealer {o reguest ;
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po IF the dealer does not respond 1o vour reguest, vou can also

contact vour iocal Better Business Bureau, Chamber of Commerce, and

the iopcal District Attorney’s office, as vou would with any consumer
fraud complaint. Second, contact the Indian Arts and Crafts Board with

your written complaint regarding violations of the Act.

£

s oF orafts ab powwows, annual fairs, juried

s, and other svents, check the event requirements on the

praducts being offered for sale. Many events list the

£

newspaper advertisements, promotional flyers, and

1

ams. If the event organizers make no stalements on

with the Act or on the authenticity of Indian arts and crafts

by participating vendors, vou should obtain written certification

; from the individual vendors that their Indian asts or craftwork were

or by certified Indian artisans.
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Telephons: (202) 208-377:
Toll Free: (888) ART-FAKE
Faw: (202} 208-3196
E-mail: ©
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