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8 October 2002

Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology and the Arts Legislation Committee

The Senate

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600

(email ecita.sen@aph.gov.au)

Inquiry into The Renewable Energy (Electricity) Amendment Bill 2002

The proposed amendments to the Renewable Energy (Electricity) Act 2000 include clarification of the definition of Eligible Renewable Energy Sources, we ask that the Committee considers the exciting development in Tasmania’s Huon Valley as a project that benefits from this clarification.

The project known as Southwood Huon and will create a range of new value added wood products from timber sourced from the Huon’s regrowth forests and plantation estate.

It is different to the present way of timber processing.  Today the forest is harvested for sawlogs, veneer logs, craft wood, pulpwood and firewood.  Smaller pieces of logs and residue currently having no commercial value are left behind and burnt on the forest floor.  In this new project, every piece of wood will be productively used.  

Based on quality, wood will be used for sawlogs, rotary peeled veneers, wood fibre and wood chips, residue for clean electricity and mud, ash and bark for composting.

The new development at Southwood will consist of a sorting yard, sawmill and veneer plant.  These will; require large quantities of steam, hot air and electricity to operate.

A large boiler plant will be required to generate steam and hot air.  Therefore, to generate electric power would be a logical add-on.

On this site the best way to supply fuel for the boiler will be to burn the waste wood from cut over coupes after logging for sawlogs, veneer logs, pulp wood and craft wood.  The waste is currently cleared by burning to achieve regeneration in the southern forest, usually in autumn to minimise the likelihood of escaping fire to other areas of the forest.

If burnt to power the boiler, this waste wood will be burnt over the full year under controlled conditions with scrubbers etc to remove particulates and meeting environmental emission standards.

The burning of this material in the controlled conditions of the boiler would also have a major improvement in forest safety due to the reduced fire risk of escaping fires.

This will be a major improvement on the current practice where waste material is burnt over 4 to 6 weeks in the open, with no controls on emissions and all the energy wasted.

The developers of Southwood estimate that power generation will create up to 30 jobs of the 200 direct jobs on the site.  Jobs will also be created in transporting the additional amount of waste wood from the forest floor to the processing site.

Permit conditions for the Southwood, developed after extensive public consultation and in accordance with Tasmania’s environment and planning laws provide for 267,000 tonnes of this fuelwood to be used for the 50 mW power station generating up to 400,000 MWh of electricity per year. 

All timber harvesting and reafforestation operations will be managed under the Regional Forest Agreement and the State’s Forest Practices Code.  All emissions on site will be required to meet strict permit conditions and will be monitored in accordance with the State’s Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act. 

As stated, electricity will be generated from waste wood and residues from current harvesting operations.  The fuel source is renewable as the wood comes from multiple use forest that will be regenerated after harvest.  

We urge the Senate committee to ensure that any clarifications to the definition of Eligible Renewable Energy Sources will continue to include wood residues from harvesting operations in sustainably managed forests.  
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