Plastic Bag Work Program


	Recommendation
	Date
	Proposed responsibility

	The National Code of Practice for the Management of Plastic Retail Carry Bags
Development of a comprehensive reporting regime and targets.  Suggested challenge targets are:

· 90% participation rate of retail chains and 25% participation rate of small retailers in the Code by the end of 2003.

· 50% of HDPE plastic bags available for recycling are recycled by the end of 2004; 

· 50% reduction in the number of HDPE plastic bags being used by the end of 2004.
	April 2003

End of 2003

End of 2004

End of 2004
	Primary responsibility lies with the Australian Retailers Association 

National Packaging Covenant Council will coordinate and report to EPH SC



	Develop legislative options, including possible levies and bans on plastic bags for consideration by Council.

	June 2003
	EPHC Waste Working Group 

Commonwealth to lead 

	Continue to encourage all parties to participate in current litter clean-up programs such as Clean Up Australia’s “Bag Yourself a Better Environment”


	March 2003
	Commonwealth

	Assist the development of plastic bag recycling by:

· Investigating the feasibility of kerbside recycling systems in the context of best practice programs established under the National Packaging Covenant, to include HDPE & LDPE plastic bags;

· Actively encouraging the development and distribution of a HDPE bag to be used for storing and recycling domestic plastic bags through retail recycling bins;

· Encouraging the identification and development of markets for recycled plastic resin and products through the product stewardship relationships encompassed by the National Packaging Covenant;

· Strengthening existing recycling infrastructure in retail stores.
	December 2003
	National Packaging Covenant

	Develop a proposal for a coordinated national customer and retailer awareness program for possible funding through the National Packaging Covenant Transitional Funding Arrangements.  To: 

· Promote the use of reusable bag alternatives through various communications from governments, retailers and non-government organisations; 

· Promote marine and land-based littering awareness; 
· Encourage appropriate waste disposal (anti-littering) behaviour; and
· Target youth awareness through competitions and other such means
Given the considerable effort being channeled into this area by some jurisdictions, industry organisations and non-government organisations, it will be important to firstly undertake a desktop survey of who is doing what, what topics and the amount spent to date or planned to be spent.
	June 2003


	National Packaging Covenant Council

The NPCC is currently investigating funding of a national litter abatement awareness activity under the Covenant transitional funding arrangements.  Plastic bag litter could be easily included as part of this program for little increase in cost.

The experiences and data collected from the CUA BYBE month of action in March will contribute to the development of this proposal.

	Undertake a comprehensive study on the full impact of the introduction of degradable bags into the Australian marketplace, including the effect on plastic recycling, local manufacturing, and landfills, to be funded by jurisdictions under the EPHC formula.

Scope of study to also include the further research outlined to complete information gaps such as:

· Impact on recycling systems and/or waste management systems

· Issues in regard to degradable plastic bags including overseas experiences, particularly in regard to how degradables work with existing and proposed waste management routes, their potential to damage recycling systems, and their effects on litter abatement.
· Life cycle impacts of degradable bags

· Data on life cycle analysis comparing plastic and cotton, and plastic and paper, and other materials used for carry bags, and information on whether alternatives minimize the visual aspects of litter as well as actual environmental harm; and
· Bag use, consumer acceptance and costs

· Data on the consumer usage of plastic bags, bags returned for recycling, geographic distribution of available bags, bags available for recycling, overseas plastic bag recycling and plastic bag presence in litter stream;
· Input to work to develop a standard for degradable plastics
	June 2003
	Commonwealth to lead in conjunction with a steering group (a plastic bags sub group of the EPHC Waste Working Group?). 

	Develop a national standard for the use of degradable plastics in Australia.
	December 2004
	Commonwealth/Standards Australia

	The National Packaging Covenant Council to review and report back to Council on the effectiveness of the initiatives. 
	December 2003
	National Packaging Covenant Council

The NPCC to provide progress reports to the EPH SC which will also incorporate reports from the National Code of Practice 

	Investigate current and future waste management (including landfill management) practices with the view to developing specific national best practice guidelines to reduce litter, within six months.


	June 2003


	EPHC Waste Working Group (or plastic bags sub group)

ACT would be interested in leading on this.

	Consider extending the existing marine garbage recording system for small coastal ships to all States, and consider support of the proposed WWF marine debris database (South Australia)


	June 2003
	EPHC Waste Working Group

	Investigate the development of a national freshwater debris recording system


	June 2003
	EPHC Waste Working Group

	Review by December 2003 the effectiveness of improved litter abatement activities and practices in landfill management, and in the maritime and tourism industries.  Identify gaps and recommend measures to address those gaps.


	December 2003
	EPHC Waste Working Group

	Investigate the compulsory branding of plastic bags in order to identify the litter source.
	June 2003
	This could be achieved through instigation of the NPCC action or through EPHC Waste Working Group 

	Undertake further research to complete information gaps including: 

· Information on the effectiveness of other Australian and international consumer awareness and education campaigns (such as seatbelt campaigns), and international plastic bag campaigns; and


· Data on the effectiveness of a reduction in plastic bag use on the litter stream
	
	National Packaging Covenant Council to investigate as a part of the proposal for a national education campaign

This will be included in the CUA BYBE campaign performance indicators and continued through the CUA Day litter collection activities.

	Request the Commonwealth and relevant community groups to encourage consumers to shift from single use and disposable bags to multi-use and longlife bags through education and awareness programs, and by coordinating the collection of information on plastic bag alternatives and making this available to the public via relevant web pages. 


	March 2003
	Commonwealth and Clean Up Australia

	Request Food Standards Australia New Zealand to investigate and advise on hygiene standards for bags used to transport pre-packaged goods, and promote this advice to customer through retailers. 
	December 2003
	National Packaging Covenant Council and Commonwealth to lead

	The Chair of Council to write to the National Packaging Covenant Council and the Australian Retailers Association drawing relevant recommendations to their attention for immediate action;
	January 2003
	Commonwealth

	The EPH Standing Committee will ensure responsible parties progress the proposed actions as quickly as possible
	
	

	Other Tasks

Write to Plastic Bag Working Group members
	January 2003
	Chair EPHC (Anthea Tinney as alternate)
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