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SUBMISSION TO SENATE ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNICATIONS, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND THE ARTS LEGISLATION COMMITTEE

RE:
 Plastic Bag Levy (Assessment and Collection) Bill 2002 and


 Plastic Bag (Minimisation of Usage) Education Fund Bill 2002

Soroptimist International is a world-wide organisation for women with clubs in over 110 countries.  Every quadrennial international convention formulates appropriate program areas for the following four years to offer guidance to clubs in their community service work.  Soroptimist International Eastern Districts of Adelaide is one of twelve Soroptimist clubs in South Australia.

Within the environmental field one of the focus areas in which our club has taken a considerable interest is waste management, in particular plastic waste.  We were appalled to learn from one of our speakers that Australians use 6 billion plastic bags per annum which, if tied end to end, would go around the world 37 times and that much plastic waste is still going into landfill.  It is our interest in this area that has led us to forward this submission to your Committee.
One initiative club members were undertaking was the collection of all plastic items not currently included in local council recycling collections and delivering them to Omnipol, a company which was manufacturing many items such as vineyard and oyster bed posts from all kinds of plastic.  Sadly, this company has now gone into liquidation with most of its machinery dispersed.  The closing of this company and its technology is a great loss to the community.
At the same time members have contacted local councils within our district to research the extent of their plastic recycling schemes with the aim of encouraging them to extend their collection to include all types of plastic waste.

We have noticed an increase in customers who are using bags and baskets of their own and more retail outlets that are featuring suitable bags for sale but we would like to see this awareness expanded.  

As mentioned above a major concern that arises from our research and during our discussions is the overuse and consequent problem of supermarket plastic bags.  We are aware that a number of supermarkets have facilities for the collection of used plastic bags for recycling.  However, it would be preferable if customers were to reduce their use of plastic shopping bags at the checkout.  This would also reduce the energy needed for recycling.  We are aware that in several other countries the use of plastic bags is limited by 
the impost of a small charge at the checkout to encourage customers to bring their own shopping bags.  The initiative was implemented in Ireland (according to media reports) where a tax on plastic shopping bags has cut their use by 95 % since March 2002 and generated a revenue of $3.4million.
Our members were very interested to learn of the development of the two draft Bills dealing with usage of plastic bags.  We support the imposition of a levy at the checkout for plastic bags with the exclusion of plastic bags for particular usage as set out in the Bill.

However, our main concern is that the collection of the levy to be credited to the Plastic Bag (Minimisation of Usage) Education Fund will impose another administrative load on retailers.  We hope that this administrative cost will not be passed on by the retailer to their customer as the cost of the bags is undoubtedly already built into the cost of goods.  Customers will still need encouragement to return excess bags for recycling where this facility is available, mainly at supermarkets.
Soroptimist International Eastern Districts of Adelaide wish this Senate Committee well in its deliberations and will await the outcome with interest.
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