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The Secretary
Senate Environment 

Communications, Information Technology and the Arts Legislation Committee 

Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600
ecita.sen@aph.gov.au
13 June 2003
Dear Secretary
Plastic Bag Bills
WDCS has as its primary objective the conservation and protection of all cetaceans. As such, the Society is concerned with the protection of the marine environment and the integrity of marine ecosystems as a whole. 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this inquiry. WDCS strongly supports the Plastic Bag Levy. The injury and fatality of marine wildlife caused by ingestion of marine debris, including plastic bags, is a global concern.
Considerable quantities of discarded or lost marine debris are found throughout the world’s oceans. Such items are buoyant, not easily degradable, and may travel long distances. Marine debris is a significant marine pollution issue.

The impacts on turtles, birds and marine mammals, including cetaceans, are likely to be much more extensive than we understand as the evidence of such impacts are not likely to identified or recorded. We rely on stranded cetaceans, and subsequent autopsy, to gather such information. Therefore such data is bound to be limited.

Despite this, there are instances of documented marine debris ingestion or entanglement resulting in strangulation, maiming, drowning or other forms of death of marine mammals. Multiple records of death due to marine debris are available for both baleen and toothed cetaceans. Published reports exist for at least 6 baleen species and 27 toothed cetacean species (see for example Laist, 1997, Baird and Hooker, In press). A review of entanglement and ingestion records revealed that at least 267 species of marine wildlife interact with marine debris, including 58% of the world’s pinniped species and 15% of the world’s cetacean species (cited in Laist, 1997).

For these reasons, WDCS strongly support the plastic bag levy.

Yours sincerely

Sarah Dolman

Baird, R. W. and Hooker, S. K. In press. Ingestion of plastic and unusual prey by a juvenile harbour porpoise. Mar. Poll. Bull. 

Laist, D. W. 1997. Impacts of marine debris: Entanglement of marine life in marine debris including a comprehensive list of species with entanglement and ingestion records. In: Marine Debris, sources, impacts and solutions. Eds. Coe and Rogers. P. 99-139. Springer Verlag, NY.
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