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Background:

Australian libraries have a strong history of cooperation.  A key service developed by the National Library of Australia – the Kinetica service – provides online access to a number of databases including the Australian National Bibliographic Database.  This database supports access to resources available online and in the collections of over 1,000 Australian libraries.  It contains information on over 35 million titles held in these libraries and enables libraries to request copies or loans from each other to support education, life-long learning, business, research, recreation and social needs of Australians. 

The National Library of Australia has provided the Australian National Bibliographic Database online since 1981.  In 2001-2002 $4.5M was received in revenue from Australian libraries that subscribe and contribute to the service.  Although subscription charges are not high in comparison with similar overseas services, the capacity of Australian libraries to pay these charges is limited and many libraries limit use of the service in order to reduce their subscription costs.  At the same time, the National Library is not in a position to reduce subscription charges without reducing other services that it offers.  

The Kinetica Advisory Committee (http://www.nla.gov.au/kinetica/advisory.html#kac) provides advice on strategic and policy issues affecting the delivery of the Kinetica service.  It comprises members from a range of library sectors including special, public, academic, state and national libraries. 

Improved access to resources of Australian libraries 

The Kinetica Advisory Committee notes the essential role of Kinetica in enabling Australians to discover and access the resources of Australian libraries which are, increasingly, directly available through the Internet.  It urges that consideration be given for increased government support of the Kinetica service in order to enable improved access by all Australians to Australian library information resources as a whole.

Australians need to access information resources wherever they are located.  Australian libraries, predominantly funded by governments, have created collections and described their collections and Internet resources as a service to Australians.  Current practices enable libraries to borrow from other libraries through inter library lending, supported by the Kinetica service.  Australians can, if they are able to identify resources, have access through a wide range of libraries.  Many Australians, however, are unable to easily find information about these resources and so their access is limited.

The public, national and state libraries have, between them, over 54 million items which were accessible to library users in their more than 99 million visits in 1999-2000
.  The Australian National Bibliographic Database contains records of the material in these collections as well as over 30,000 online resources, primarily Australian Internet publications.  The database also includes the online resources and print and other format materials held by Australian university libraries, TAFE libraries, education centres and special (health, law, government, research and corporate) libraries. The Kinetica service enables discovery and access all of these resources through one database.

Access to the Australian library resources enables Australians, whether in cities or rural locations, to support many facets of their lives including education, business, community activities, social research, family research and personal development.  While many libraries individually have online catalogues enabling their resources to be discovered, Kinetica enables users to find the wide range of resources available to the Australian community conveniently and effectively with a single search.  Kinetica is available directly to users in some libraries, and it is technically possible to use it from home or office, anywhere in Australia.  However, the current funding model, based on contributions of libraries, is unable to support universal access, thus limiting the effective access to library resources for Australians.

Conclusion

The Kinetica Advisory Committee considers that the cooperative efforts of Australian libraries over many years, culminating in the online Australian National Bibliographic Database available through Kinetica, is a key component of library infrastructure to which all Australians should have access.  Increased availability of this service would enable a higher level of sharing of the information resources provided by Australian libraries, thus better meeting the information needs of Australians and contributing to the development of an informed, educated and innovative community.
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