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ANZSES

Our mission: 

Empowering Our Future, 

through environmentally responsible and sustainable use of renewable energy

The Australian and New Zealand Solar Energy Society aims to promote the use, research and development of environmentally responsible and sustainable renewable energy applications; to generate and disseminate information and knowledge on renewable energy developments to our members and the broader community; and to assist and influence governments and government policies for a positive and proactive impact upon renewable energy applications.  


ANZSES Ltd is incorporated in the State of Victoria, Australia and is governed by a committee elected by its members. To enhance member contact and activity the Society has an active Branch in New Zealand and every Australian State and Territory. ANZSES is an affiliate Section of ISES, the International Solar Energy Society.

Ratification of the Kyoto Protocol


ANZSES is in full support of the Bill to Ratify the Kyoto Protocol, even though the Act in itself is not fully effective in achieving the necessary outcomes to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the effects of global warming. 


Whilst it is has been pointed out by several members of Parliament and concerned industry, community and public members that the measures outlined in the Kyoto Protocol are insufficient to achieve optimum outcomes, it is nonetheless a positive and proactive step forward in global collective actions towards these issues. It is the closest program yet that embraces many of those countries, especially developed countries, and including Australia, who are responsible for high per capita emissions and by joining forces effects not only international collective recognition of the problems at hand, but international cooperative action towards them. 


Australia in particular, as one of the highest per capita impacting countries, must actively participate in a collective international role towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The Kyoto Protocol Ratification Bill can be Australia’s small but initiating step towards that action.

Contribution of ANZSES members


The members of ANZSES are actively involved in ways and means to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and counteract global warming. Many of ANZSES’ members are actively involved in the Renewable Energy industries and/or implement the benefits of such technology in their own daily lives. 


Ratification of the Kyoto Protocol by the Australian government would actively encourage and support such activity, whilst in turn the members of ANZSES would be proactively contributing to assist the Government achieve the necessary outcomes required under the Protocol. A win-win situation for both the Government and the community.  

Recommendations

In response to Part 2 - Ratification and implementation, of the Act, ANZSES makes the following recommendations – 

6  Ratification 
 The Government of the Commonwealth of Australia must deposit its instrument of ratification of the Kyoto Protocol with the United Nations within 60 days of the commencement of this Act.


ANZSES supports the passing of this Bill and in so doing Ratification of the Protocol and the thenceforth commitment of the Australian Government within the nominated time frame. This will place the Government and the people of Australia strongly as proactive and responsible global environmental citizens, a commitment not currently evident to the world at large. 

7  National Climate Change Action Plan 
  In order to achieve Australia’s quantified emission limitation and reduction commitments under Article 3 of the Protocol, the Minister must prepare a National Climate Change Action Plan, setting out a detailed implementation strategy to meet Australia’s obligations under Article 2 of the Protocol. 

ANZSES supports the setting up of a detailed implementation plan by the Minister. Such a plan should clearly outline processes and strategies to successfully achieve the necessary targets, and beyond, with a strong focus on best environmental practice and an emphasis on the growing Australasian Renewable Energy industries. 

8  Kyoto target 
  The Minister must ensure that Australia’s aggregate human induced carbon dioxide equivalent emissions of greenhouse gases listed in Annex A of the Protocol in the first commitment period, from 2008 to 2012, do not exceed its assigned amount of 108% of 1990 levels inscribed in Annex B of the Protocol. 

Whilst ANZES would prefer to support and encourage lower levels than those currently proposed, the 108% level mooted is a starting point that can be achieved with sound commitment from the Federal Government working cooperatively and supportively with Renewable Energy industries and assisting and encouraging ongoing research and development of Renewable Energy technologies. By utilising and nurturing these technologies and industries, Australia will more readily and easily achieve those targets.

9  Annual greenhouse gas inventory and national communication 
(1) The Minister must establish a national system for estimation of human induced emissions by sources and removals sinks of all greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol, in accordance with Australia’s obligations under Article 5 of the Protocol and accepted by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
(2) The Minister must publish its annual inventory of greenhouse gas emissions in accordance with Australia’s obligations under Article 7 of the Protocol and submit it for review by expert review teams pursuant to the relevant decisions of the Conference of Parties as set out in Article 8 of the Protocol.
(3) The Minister must also submit a national communication in accordance with the provisions of Article 7 and subject to subsequent decisions by the Conference of the Parties.

ANZSES supports the setting up of an inventory and an open review of the published results to ensure a transparent process for the ongoing achievements both claimed and realised. Whilst putting claimed achievements under both national and international scrutiny, it will enable encouragement for results achieved to date and an incentive to continue, as well as place Australia as an active participant on a global level.


Additionally, as much of the responsibility for greenhouse gas emissions in Australia currently falls to state governments (as in electricity generation, transport planning and building regulations), the inventories should continue to be collated and published on a state as well as a sectoral basis to assist in ensuring that the benefits and responsibilities of abatement measures are distributed equitably. 

10  Framework for involvement in international trading schemes 
(1) The Minister must develop a mechanism to allow for the international transfer in emission reduction units including: 
(a) the transfer or acquisition of units from or to other Parties to the Protocol that result from projects aimed at reducing human induced emissions by sources or enhancing human induced removals by sinks of greenhouse gases; and 
(b) the transfer of emission reduction units under the clean development mechanisms.
(2) In developing a mechanism under subsection (1), the Minister must establish a registry of emission units in order to:
(a) ensure, for the first and subsequent commitment periods, the accurate accounting of:
(i) the issue, holding, acquisition, transfer, retirement and cancellation of emission reduction units; and 
(ii) the carry-over of assigned amount units, certified emission reduction units and emission reduction units; and 
(b) ensure, in accordance with Article 7.4 of the Protocol, the accurate, transparent and efficient exchange of information between the registry and equivalent overseas registries.

ANZSES requests the Federal Government to urgently re-establish the recently abated program for the development of an Emissions Trading Scheme to allow Australia to effectively participate and contribute at a global level. 


ANZSES also requests that the current Mandatory Renewable Energy Target be simultaneously maintained and the target enlarged as this scheme encourages and stimulates new local technology development which will allow Australia to better benefit from emissions trading.
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