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Hntzoduction 

There are scverd poitlrs that we wish to make to ths  Federal Government Inquiry: 

{Sur sock?. . 2s a G-holc, I:: highly sexualised, and children are being sexuatised fax too earl?, leading to a 
dw irrhang t,f innocetlct. 
Y'Jic s~tuariorr t i t  i\~istralia, enpeeral1~- in rel:~tlon to the Media, is at a crisls point. 't'he prrtb1t.m is ttow scl 
hugsq th:it a n ~ c m r r  w:h any ciinccnx, is hard-pressed to work out wlrcrc to start. 
In prescrrtrrlg this Y C I ~ ~ ~ P ~ I Y S ~ ~ I I ,  WC 'i~ill only he able to scrape thc surface of the numbcrlcss cxat~ydcs of 
-;csualtsrng nlciim nlawsral rhnt pervades our societ), even if we were to be aware of tlxe~n all. 

The hedcrai and Stse  governments, sadly.y, are largelj- to blame for allowing the situation to reach this point 
Parents and odxr concerned citizens have been agtating fur many yews, with oniy paternirlisuc lip-sen-ke 
bekg paid to file concerns that he!- raise. 
%hew are no cffecu~r: channels of complaint and no effectix-e regulatoq body. Concerned citizens have 
actuallv been hobbkd In their cffors to address the situation. 
f'hc rcsttd hi-crcsrc of those who profit from production and marketing arc put ahead of the good of 
strclcty In gzncral, ;md of ~Iiil~lrcn 111 particular. 
'1 hr long t t im ~ - : ~ r ~ u t i c a h  ijf the sexualisatlon oE children arc yet to be fully appreciated, but thcs ;m not 
lilic il, tc % l)c ~tt xirtvc. 

In this submission, 

By '%xudlsario~~" n-e meal> the formation of an overtly sesualpn-mm and promotion of sesuzl axmreness 
and actkri'q, thmugh repeated exposure to sexual images, sexual language and lyrics, discussion of sexual 
;s;itiec;, and sex~mliy pnwocatn-e merchandise and role models. 

Our sock? :S now a toxx envirmrnent for c dren to gxow up m. If one compares the ,iustralia af ever1 thirq- 
year& ago, 1 huge change has occurred. The most "raunchy" show on TV in children's air-time, wben we were 
g r o ~ m g  up, was 'Yiiet&coar Junction". Now we hwe "Home and ,\-my", 'W.A.S.H." repeats, '"l% and a Half 
Men", L-f~ntnctisp', etc. :LII of ~ v h ~ c b  ccmtam, to some degree, an elcrncnt of sexualzsatmn, 

Ow clddren h ~ b :  in a world whcrc access to &a Internet is a part of life. It has become inescapable, because it has 
become so esseiaeial. In addition to needing to teach their children good -values, parents then need to, in order to 
allossr cf-JLclrcn to work safcir on ebe Internet, be vigilant in tbe following wavs: 





Iz,rrer-it:, $ w t ~  to ha-t r: bzcll stxipped of dncir q h t s  u this area, especially where the so-calied experts (%experts7') 
c l a n  &at 14ey kncw better how :Q teach &is dehcate subject. Parents often don't even know what the= children 
a;-e bemg tziught. Sometimes they fmd out aftawaxds, and sometimes not at all. Even parents who t r y  to take more 
contxd of how the scx-ed is taught m thek own children can sometimes encounter huge obstacles. Yet the? arc t k  
ones n-ho how and Iove rhek chddren the most- 

Mosr ofthi- dmc, himes-er, a y  scmal message in a movie is loud and clear. It is usually cither visually presenl-cd, or  
else discussed bv rile &ar.actees. Ex-en t-isual pscesentatiuns, where the scene is partially visible, can have a 
poraqpphic effect, it's a a ~ a r d  to us, as human beings, to be able to envisage further into the scene thlan is shown, 
It s~ands to reason. $;hat of the effwt cm the youth, espec~ally boys, who are higldy susceptible to x4sud Images? 
They z c  bbeinz de-scnsitsscd tra pornography in puberty, pmning them to become pom consumers as soon as theF 
%re a l i k  Purritennc7re. the consumpricm of -pornoipaphy has been linked to the crimes of s c d  killers (example 'red 
liiuicf~j, gang ;:r:tpc, m t l  morc frequcrlt atad more vltrlent usc of prostltntcs. 



Telex-~Bon E a hxge somce of s e ~ d y  explicit material,, I t  is probably much worse than the Internet, because 
vour~ger cl-ddrtren $re kss likely to gain access to pornrgraphic sites on a computer. whereas the te2exGirm is easilx- 
udiseri b j  the ch2drcn a.: )-orwag as tilree years old. 

""i\umdiilia's bumue.it Home V~deos", agak a~red m children's viewing tirnes, and clearly oriented towards so-calkd 
"far& ncw.mg ~ u ~ ~ c ~ c c s ' ' ,  often has crude mages and sesually-oriented innuendo. Our children ace not permitted 
to B-arch rhe progran-ale, m a ~ d y  for tlzis season. 

The AB(_: Channel has a show called "'Doc Martin", which is aired at 7.30pm, Saturdays. Every second or third 
episucie has sexual crinrenr to a greater or lesser degree. On 2Yth March, the episode included a scene where a girl of 
15 rcyucsts t i x  a-no:n~ng-after pdl. IIJC doctcjr t-hen discusses hcr sexual activity and tells her that shc is too young 
to 132 imii'iq 5cx. I .atc~-, Irwd YCI?'LAT~S arc m d e ,  h y  her "Friends7', about thc s i x  of the $rl's l~reasts. 

The secrind, adverused a lit& later. \%as describing a special "controrersial" episode of "Cashmere hlafia", to be 
aired ae 9.30prn on Wt:Jncsda;vS 2"" -3prrl. The programme was described as "saucy", and we -were told that it would 
"make :-oil blush". S ~ t j ~ p c t s  k - of sex scmes wexe shown, with some special blurring effects. Even though 9.5Opm is 
an &uit i&n.ing tinw-sht, R ~17eahle prcqxmioaa of ckilcircn will be awake and watchmg television at thls time f5vei3 
~f thw cre in>t tllc L R X ,  this IS smplr cme cxamlplc o f  the ?pc of television progrmmc that thc Austr~lmn p n l ~ k  
arc c:-r:ps:ctci! ri, ingo: ,m1 c ~ y  y. 

iXiith st: man? "PG' pn;g=rammes zlrcd in children's viewing hours, one has to seriously consider the opuons for 
concerned .parmts. 1 C  a ''PG" progrzrnrae is to come on, does the parent: 

6p Sit W& the chile and wair for something unsuitable to be aired, and then switch off the programme, or 
5 . t  with the ch4ia. noting the unstlitahle elements, and then finding timc bter r t j  discuss tl~em with the chiid, 
i i f  

5 



' l h s  be&% rlze qucmon, what about when thc parent is not awake, or not at home, when the "PG" programme is 
aired' %?hat are t h c ~  s~lpposed to do? Tbese are meal questions about real dilemmas, and parents shouldn't be phccd 
in these si~.ilationz at a& 

br: is L > ; ~ Y ~ o u ~  &at, m the S=&-minded quest for the aImighty dollar, the tdevision stations have uo concern either 
for (It. sxatnbslitj of material for children, or for thc difficulties placed on parents hr  having to cnntrol t ix  
ci~iidrcz~'s r~cwing crn rrrmiwcnt to a bnrcienscrnx degree. 

Itx ndcitrion to the : i t  mmrni~onccf ccmcerxls, we h a x  noted that programmes often comc on in the ccetli~~gs, with 3 

pxit~r u-:in-irtzg id \ totcut contenf, and thcu prrlicclcd to haw at least several scxual elcmcnts, dthough m rncrltiurl 
has 11,cctl made in the n.aming- Sunteritnex thcrc arc. sex scenes, and somctiincs scxual diiscussioms aniI/or allusions. 
WC ham rtc~ticad 1431s 011 rn:u~y, many occasions. It is as though only violence is perceived to have any damaging 
effecr rm childre-en, and only &e c~olent demerit requires a warning. 

It is also ather  mci~ngruous, t h  a) e portllziyal of violcnce is accepted as being damaging tc3 c'td&en, and is 
accepted a: necess:aring a wamkg, b) the advertising industry spends lnilhons of dollars advertising to children 
bccmse it bebct-CS ia rhc efficacy of repeated cxposure for selling purposes, and yet c) the 1Y media studiously 
fivrtli!~ iirnlting &c arnnnnt of scxunl cot~tcnt  in pntgramnes, cvcn to thc extent of sometimes ncrt cveri botlzeriqq 
to k a r c  a \;t,m~ittg i.sprJit?r~ sexual umges, rhctrws or topics. If a&-emsing works bccausc of rcpcatrd expos~lrc, it 
meziits thar p w c s  e r i  an? tumsuitablc nmtcnal arc s ~ m i l ~ ~ l y  influemtial tl~ro~igh repeated exposure. It is ckar, 
d~cre.rftb~, that the Contempomq Australian Media seeks to deliberately sexualise oar children. 

Iiu~rhcrrnrw, rllc ator! -I~oar.s of manr p r r q p ~ a ~ m e s  accept prc-marital ancl promiscuous sex as tut:&y acceptable and 
noxmd, eieqxte the f x t  that a large propor~on of Ausu-alian society attempt to prevent their children from 
becamhg i n ~ d v e d  in rhis Rpe of self-dest-tctive behaviour for as long as possible. Extra-marital scx (adultery) is 
alsc presented as bemg acceptable when: a) one of the partics doesn't feel "loved" inside the marriage, and b) the 
persons co~rcek~led are pursuing "'happiness". Marital fidelity, and the welfare of any children crmcerned, always 
seems to ccme a had second ta these other considerations. Pursuit of lo~-e and happiness, expressed by a s e x d  
rclaut>nship3 are the ail-mlportant goals m these frequent and recurring plot scenarios. 



The 5.111 hncs rri hfa df' has been included as Appendix 3, and the fi~a lyrics of 1%- 
rio'a'c wng, dl,ow7', A ke interesting (and educadonal) reading. 'rhe meaning of &c name 
of the F G i p  "'i.10-S&" becrxnes applxent when reading the lyrics: Not on17 is it a clear pun on the CS. State name 
Ffmidzt, bur "J*.fo" means -'Floor", aad "Rids" means the man who 1s having sex with the other person. In t l ~ c  song 

. . 
'%cw2', a gxr1 ns or?, the floor, and the singer is having sex mth her. That is what the song is about. 

%'den clips are a~lother scandalous source of sexually explicit mqte~ial, These clips are shown on free-to-air 
tclens~m vi+h ~mpunitv, and during children's viewing hours. 

For exampie, a fifteen or twenq minute viewing of Channel Ten at 10am on Saturday 22"" March, gave a +ck 
sni.,pshot Oir the hi-< r&c, clips :iccil by US, in thrs time, two had political anti-war themes, one seemed to be about 
talii.tg Auk%, and &c othsr two had sexual ele~nents. Thc first was Kylic h4inoguc singirzg 'CWo\v". S ~ m e  of the 
~ R I ~ C C  ~ ~ ~ ~ L I C I I C ~  w,i3 pt r k  d:tncing, a d  the song hacl very sensud lyrics. 'fhe second video clip tvas a song callect, 
" ' h h  c l ' o u r  17ccr", anti had amatcur ~ d c o  clips from Austi-alian youth. Sadly, one girl loohecl zlmut l 0  or I 1 years 
of : i p .  Her hrst rismt. was Dmika,  ;mcl shc danced in quits a scxudly suggcstivc w q ,  wcanng skimpy x m b m  &;car. 
Other-S m tile clip, fiwtmatciy, were less prot omtk-e. 

3 is from T h e  1Ve.~rA&~zr~/ i :  Seurn Dqys "Gos~bp" section (22"' March, 2008j. Despite the fact that there 
must be rnmy &age. of !anet Jackson to choose from, rhe magazine editors chose ttus one, showing a very 
rm-eahg ncck-he. Agsihl, the adage that '"ex sells" says it all. And what is the purpose of the "Gossip" page 
anyv:Ay, except to  tirrihtt- those whri h a m  nothing better to r-cad ? 

The content of the magazkcr, and especrslUy those desw~ed  to appeal to young teens, is also highly sexualiseb. The 
hook-hits on the em-crs indicate ths r g x s  of topics covered inside. One of the strongest messages is; Bc slim, be 
sexy. set rcmr man and nake  him happy in bccl. 



,P\p:~t f n , n i  i l x  >c~~:~ l~s t .C t  V:I/UCL. that i~ustr:~lran children imbibe \x-ith thew sex-saturated cult~rrc, they arc also 
speaficalh iargct~d, as s c ~  ctbjcc~s. b v  tfic Aclvertlsuig k~dustry. Children are known to have a h e e  amount of 
'pesrer potV.-,r'" a d  so the;. arc targeted b ~ -  any companj- wanting to sell to cliildren or their parents. Tfiw appears 
h!: ~ I I O U ~ ; ~ ,  uxltia it C~OSSCJ &to s e h g  msky, dangerous, or unhealthy products. Australia's Consumer "Wsitchdogs" 
arc quite :_-ifi:ctire ar ider;t-;ijTing aad r e p h t k g  these products, except where it comes to sexuahsing products, ft 
seems tha: unless ,-camething is pk,-sicaBy dangerous, it raises no concerns. 

Over the p s i  \cars, iiwlc $ d s 7  u n d e n ~ u a r  has becomc tnorc and more waunch!. 'I'he L'l'Iaylxq I3utm>'' synlbot 
is u w l ,  for example, a i d  smnc xt\ lcs arc t er? similar to adult stvles. Why arc txrr little gals being g~otrnxeJ to he 
pr ,it.-ciancm, strippers, s~>i-piippctb, prostrtutcs and paedophile victims? Is that what we really want? 

In ;ttldmtn i c ,  this, t-hsy :m f~cqucntl\ waxmg lyrical abcmt how the! "shcd ldos" on such and such a "rmraclc 
diet". \ L I ~  Af thc I>cfi>ri m i J  aftex pruritres on cltspla!-, and usually wearing scanty clothing. 'l'hu magszmcs slso Imc 
to cdr~f3h t l ~ i ~ ~ l  ou t  lw rkmg mz or mattractive, and present weight g& as almost a "cardinal sia". 

These role .clodels, therefore. gh7e the messages: 
I .  that being thin is &c he-all a d  end-all, ". i ,. o e i q  sexy is what it is aE about, 
3. 11aakg rntane:-, fame 2nd gcmd looks is what to sin far in life, and 
4. if this m m  &)tsn't m t l i ~ '  y13u happy, tlrcn p for &;tt ont. 

l?q- c~trretxr segula~ons and red at or^: bodies are, in reality, a joke. Sexual themes are common on 
ainenr .l ffam progammes, 2nd are aircd throucghout the day. Sexudlly explicit material is shown at any 

tiMe from 8.3P)pm m r i a r d s .  on free-to-& ?'I7. Once l lpm is reached, semi-pornographic advertisements car1 be 
seen, os~ensiblv to dr) W& br-c, but m rea&- to do xith sex, and soliciting sex, "T,ar-a I,4fem immeclkelt- spanp to 
rnltld. I n  fzcr, b y  ~oliiq'r:iz L S C ~ ,  "l,:wa 4 , t k"  is one of tllc more innocuous of this genre of advcrtiscmcnts. 





No re,lsou- whatsoiz-i-er. That is socicty9s job, and it is the Government's job. The Gosw-umeut shouM be 
cocperatizg with jl~cla~cm~d ~ C ~ ~ C I S  of soc iq ,  against the profit-making interests of those marketing their 
~ I O ~ U C T S ,  m o ~ d a  m ensure a safe enr-konment fox all. 

Nazy org~rz~satiepns lwre been trackmg the negatfi-e effects of undesirable elemeilts m t~tz society, Thc pcwasiw 
nature of &c s c : d  m!rw has be sh0i~711 to have contributed to: 1) Early sexual activity, some even prc-addescent, 
2) Ttxmage prolrGscwq, 3) Increase i r ~  the mcidence of sexually-transmitted diseases, 4) Increase in the numbex of 
tcemge prcgnancm. 5 j  '%c cowmenstarate increase m thc number of aboxtions, 6) Increase in the incidence of 
paedqph21a. 7) fncrease in the oi rape, including date-rape 8) Increase in the incidence of alt sexual 
crimes, 9) 9~1crease :r rhe nilrnber of eating chsorders - btrlllimia and anorexia nervosa, 10) Increase ia the rmmher of 
stngie-i-nc~tl;t.~-s, 1 i) Izxcrc:tsi. In &c L I L I M I ~ C T  of ljrokm homcs, leading to highcr pcnre$ and crilnc fates 12) I11~r~;ise 
m dci-nadx t i j p o f ;  ( ;. >\-crunlcrst Weitarc. 

%'he bng-tem cffeczq c d  home-bascd sexual abuse have been well-documented. Among other facts, it is known that 
&ex -rxti~ns are more likel: than :)rilrtrs to become abusers of children, sexual predators or prvstimtcs m the 
future, 'h'hey Tie alw much more hkel~ to have failed relationships/marriages, and more likely to become drug 

ct- or conxnit smsidc. 



.ls rchc.F :~t:rchcrs, W li.~w rhe op,portun~tq, to sue soinc of  the effects of our scsuslised culture fist hand. thxc of us 

notuA 9 ~ r l  L0 1 t.ar i~ ld  131 ;  s ieermg at p~ctures in a wvmcn's mapzme that was kept in the class-room for cixtting 
up. These boys were faf too i m m a t ~ ? ~ ~  to cope wtth the esccssive sexual knowledge that they had obviotrsIy been 
exposcd to, 311 an~thifx &SS, in anatbier schooS tbe 10 and 3 1 year old students had been down-loading l + x  u i  
popu'lar srs;~gs Er~rcltn the J~~xcxnet, Od~7 a quick gkmcc was needed to show how sexually explicit and unsuitable 
&ex  imcs -mxe fiir &me chddren. Yet, &is was part of a class assignment. 

In spre d rhis, the ~edcra l  Goverarllcnt can do some things to rem in the contemporary hfedia. '60 do this, the 
fdro~-ezamen; weds tr, ~l-nniediately and urgcnrly: 

Enact effccnx-e ckafiges to the ~ e g u h t o ~  systems. 
e Bc peparecl tci go in &P the long-haul to clean up the curtent toxic environment. 



e PUC .hc i : ~ t i  ; t  : i t ~ < j  wc1f:irr i,i. ,\i?irr:nlrn's rhtldren, and friturc uuzetls, ahead o f  profit-dawn vested 
in%cliuis  

Yours sraccri.?yl 
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