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ABLM. 79066 223 517
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12 September 2002

The Secretary

Parliamentary Jomt Committes on Corporations and Financial Service
Room 5364

Parliament House

CANBERRA 2600

Dear Eathlean

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of 31 July 2002 relative o the enguiry inio the level of banking and financial
services in rural, regional and remate arcas of Australia.

Millmerran is sitoated in Queensland an the Darling Downs, 220 kilometres south-west of Brisbanc, 80 kilometres
south-west of Toowoomba and 140 kilometres nonth-east of Goondiwindi.

The Shire has a population of 2,900 persons and an area of 4,507 square kilometres of which Millmerran is the
principal centre having a population of 1,300 persons, The Shire is basically a rural primary production area and
rural indusiries include stedbeef catile, poultry, pork, sheep, timber, horticulture, grain and cotton. An 340 MW
Power Station and 3.4 million tonne per anngm coal mine has recently commenced production in close proximity
to Millmerman.

The town of Millmerman bos and 15 sulfenmg the same sel of cicumstances (hal appears 0 be quile common in
mural Australia in that many services, both from the public and povate sectors, continue to be withdrawn from
small country centres.

This community, cver the past 20 years has seen the closure of the State Government Office of the Clerk of the
Court, the closure of the Railway Station and the closure of the CBC and Westpac bunks, The Mabtional Australia
Bank continues to operate hbowever the signs are ominous s the NAB has sold all its assets, 12 land and buildings
and has significantly downsized staff presence in Millmerran to one permanent and two casuals.

Council has a concern that banking services in Millmerran will shortly dissppear and is at a loss as to how this
trend can be reversed. Discussion regulardy ensues at Council level with respect o the enticement of aliemative
banking services W Millmerran and has not discounted the option of forming a commmnity bank, should existing
services be discontinued.

I thank you for your invitation and- advise that the undersigned is Council’s contact officer with respect to this

Yours sincerely

fot..

Eoy A Flyon
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER





