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Firstly, Rosalie Shire Council would like to fhank the Commitfee for the 
opportunity to make a submission to fhis Inquiry. It is a privilege to be 
invited to appear and comment on the important issues being invesfigated 
by the Committee. 

Background 

Rosalie Shire contains an area of approximately 2198 sq kilometres and has a 
population of around 8698 people, which is growing at the rate of about 0.9% per 
w m .  It was proclaimed as a Local Authority area under the Divisional Board's -__ 

Act of 1879 on I I November 1879. 

The Shire has a strong rural base mainly in the areas of dairying, grain 
production and intensive animal industries. Recent times have seen the 
establishment of the New Acland Coal mine which, when in full production, is 
planned to produce up to 3,000,000 tonnes of coal annually, mainly for export. 
Also, over the past I 5  to 20 years the south-eastern corner of the Shire has 
experienced considerable residential and rural residential development with over 
half of the population now residing in the towns in this part of the Shire. 

The Shire is characterised by its many small village settlements. Many of these 
are now only a fraction of the size they grew to at their peak while others are 
growing at rates at least equivalent to the State average, if not quicker. The Shire 
has been serviced by up to four (4) banks over the last century, those being in 
Yarraman, Peranga, Haden (on the boundary of the Shire with Crows Nest Shire) 
and Goombung,ee. Today only one banking establishment exists and that is a 
Bendigo Bank agency in Yarrarnan. It is operated by a Yarraman resident. 
Banking facilities are available at other centres such as Goombungee and 
Yarraman. These operate through the Australia Post facility of Giro Banking. 
Residents access banking facilities in Toowoomba, Oakey, Dalby, Nanango, 
Kingaroy and Crows Nest. It is understood that there is limited use of technologies 
such as internet banking due to the demographics of the Shire. 
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