Futures Alliance —

Seeking Better Futures for People with a Disability who are Ageing

th
27 May, 2010

Committee Secretary

Senate Community Affairs Reference Committee
PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

By Email: community.affairs.sen@aph.gov.au

Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find attached our submission which includes a Blue Print and accompanying Briefing paper
into the Inquiry into Planning Options and Services for People Ageing with a Disability on
behalf of the Futures Alliance.

The Futures Alliance is a cooperative of community representatives with a single focus on
removing boundaries and maximising community resources to deliver improved options for
people with a disability who are ageing.

We also seek to:

1.

To promote and raise awareness of the existence, needs and experiences of people with a
disability who are ageing — we want be able to tell people’s stories to the decision makers.

To promote qualitative and quantitative research and study on the current lifestyle and living
conditions for people with a disability who are ageing — we want to be able to promote debate
and disseminate information about the good things and not so good things that are
happening in people’s lives.

To help identify the concerns of ageing people with a disability and their families and to
highlight their suggestions for key practical measures which they would like to see taken — we
want to consult in a genuine and informed way. Consultation means giving accurate and
timely feedback.

To research and provide information on current and best practices of support to ageing
people with a disability — we want to have a clear picture of the best options currently
available and to share this knowledge.

To determine the style(s) and model(s) of support that can achieve a person centred approach
to people with a disability who are ageing — we want to understand what might work best for
people.



6. To identify existing mechanisms, including funding mechanisms, which enable good practice
and any obstacles/barriers to achieving positive outcomes- we want to let the decision
mabkers know of the possibilities, the urgency and the importance of action.

7. To initiate strategies for delivering improved services and to advocate for pilot
programs/service and support changes to be introduced — we want to follow through and
achieve concrete changes for people.

8. The Futures Alliance is all about effective partnerships, effective solutions and effective
outcomes to deliver self directed and person centred support for ageing people with a
disability.

Our activities and objectives are in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities. Representation includes people with a disability, parent, aged care providers,

disability care providers and academics (a full list is included below).

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Jo-Anne Hewitt
Chairperson

Futures Alliance Representatives:
1. John and Cheryl Morgan, Consumer Advocates

2. Rachael Haggett, Parent Advocate

3. Aine Healy, NSW Council for Intellectual Disability

4. Christine Regan, NSW Council of Social Services

5. Ruth Wilson, Aged and Community Service Association of NSW & ACT Services
6. Jo-Anne Hewitt, Uniting Care Disability

7. Mike Blaszczyk, McCall Gardens Community

8. Nicola Hayhoe, Ability Options Limited

9. Mark Clayton, Sunnyfield

10. Chris Campbell, The Spastic Centre

11. Ed McNamara, United Care Ageing NSW/ACT

12. Mike Furner, Baptist Community Services

13. Paul Sadler, Presbyterian Aged Care NSW & ACT

14. Leanne Dowse, School of Social Sciences and International Studies, UNSW
15. Shannon McDermott, Social Policy Research Centre, UNSW

16. Patricia O'Brien, Centre for Disability Studies, University of Sydney

17. Roger Stancliffe, University of Sydney

18. Catherine Hogan, Family Advocacy

19. Freda Hilson, NSW Guardianship Tribunal





