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John MoCarthy

A BENATE inquiry is likely
to push for an increase in the
single pension and the intro-
duction of Medicare benefits
for dental services for the
aged.

The inquiry into The Cost
of Living Pressures for Older
Australians is also likelv o
push for better rental assist-
ance and changes in the way
pension mcreases are linked
Lo the consumer price index.
Al jts Brisbane hearings
-sesterday the inquiry heard
that a significant number of
people up 10 the age of 80

were homeless or “cowch
surfing”.

Cueensland Shelior's
Tracey  Douglas said  the

mnber of elderly on waiting
lists was growing.

interest rate rises would be
catastrophic” in terms of the
nomeless she said.
Inguiry chairman Senator
Gary pictured,

i

Humphri
said the official linking of
peqsion increases to the con-
stmer  price  index  would
have to be reviewed.

He said the P which
includes a basket of goods
including adueation, under-
stated the impact of price
rises o the elderly.

The problem with the CPI
Hnk was backed up by
submission from Paul
Henman, a senior lecturer in
social policy at the Eniver.
ity of Queensland.

He said the CPI had not
gauged the veal impact of
food price increases, hank
feos, mobife-phone charges,
mternet  acee and the

reduction in bulk bilfing,
A St Vincent de Paul
Society submission showed
that food, communication
and utility cost increases had
a big impact on pensioners.
“Older  Australians  who
feel the CPT s not reflective
of the cost pressures they are
xperiencing day-in, day-out
probably  right” the
society's submission saied,
“Any increase in utility
vrices severely disadvantages
the aged pensioners”
The inquiry heard several
submissions that single pen-
sioners were distinelly disad-
vantaged  compared  with
mart PENFIONELS.
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Gl per ceni of the couples’
pavment of $449 10 each, hut
Infernatiomal
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suggest it should be as much
as 67 per cent.

Dr Henman also submit-
ted that the Government
introduce a pensioner sav-
itgs sccouis into which the
Federal Government would
pay 310 a weelk. This could be
used to help pay the cosis
such as replacing expensive
white goods.

He also said an incresse
in the  superannuation
guarantee fo 13 per cent
from its current 9 per cent
would  help reduce the
burden for pensioners and
Government,

Cueensland’s Senator
Sue Bovee said it was
likely an increase in the
smgle-aged pension
would be recommended
by the  Coalitinn-
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