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ate ris
can’t be
justified:
Mulcahy

By Sonya Neufeld
Business Reporter

The latest increase in rates will see
ACT residents fork out about $150

eXira this year, hitting low-income
Households the hardest, shadow
tréasurer Richard Mulcahy says.
Mr Mulcahy said yesterday that
figures by the ACT Government
revealed that residents would pay,

on average, an extra $145 this ve
on top of the Minifial slug’ of at
le%gt_i?ﬂlma&_

e said given the current state

that a number of ACT services
were in, it was hard to tell what the
extra money was going towards.

“The hospitals are still in a mess
with long waiting times for elective
surgery, schools have been closed
and ... Canberra’s appearance,

‘ partlcularly in older suburbs, has
deteriorated unabated ¢ M1
Mulcahy said. ‘“We are paying
more but getting, at best, the same
services and in reality, a standard
of services in key areas that does
not meet our expectations.”

But while ACT Chief Minister
Jon Stanhope agreed any increase
in costs would have a greater effect
on low-income earners, he said it
came down to $3 extra a week
going towards vital community
services.

He said since Labor was elected
there were now 126 more hospital
beds, increases to funding for
elective surgery and child protec-
tion, and about 120 more police on
the streets. “Most householders
would understand that incomings
have to pay for outgoings,” Mr
Stanhope said.

He called on Mr Mulcahy to tell
Canberrans which services he
proposed to cut, ‘‘so that he can
return $3 a week into their house-
hold budgets”.

“There is no doubt that there
are Canberra families who are
hurting financially,” Mr Stanhope
said. “But by far the biggest share
of the increased impost on
households in recent times has
been brought about by interest
rate rises.

“The last three of these have
added about $200 a month to the
bills of mortgages and none of that
money goes to provide essential
services such as schools, hospitals
and police.”






