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Queensland
Government

ludy Spence MP

Minister &7

Families

Minister for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait

o2 ol 2003, islander Policy

Minisier for

Disability Services
[\ McSpaddeﬂ Minister far

Seniors

Dear P M McSpadden

| rafer to your letter of 7 July 2003 to Senator John Hogg concerning a number of issues
inciuding the Queensland Government Pensioner Rate Subsidy Scheme. As | have
Ministerial responsibility for the Scheme. | have been requested io respond fo you

As you are aware, the Scheme provides a State Government subsidy equivaient to 20% of
the gross rates and charges levied by a tocal government up io a maximum of $180 per
annum. The maximurm level of the subsidy has been increased on four occasions since the
rate subsidy was introduced in 1980

Whilst the maximum pensioner rate subsidy has remained at the current levet of 3180, the
sotal budget for the Scheme has increased from 527.13 million in 1952-93 to 346 850 miilion
in 2003-04. This expenditure has grown significantly due to increases in the number of
Queenslanders who receive pensions. There are currently over 247 000 pensioner
housenoids in receipt of the subsidy.

The Pensioner Rate Subsidy Scheme is administered by the Depariment of Families in
coliaboration with 122 participating local governments throughout Queensiand. The
Depanment reimburses local governments for ihe subsidies received by eligible pensioner
property owners.

The provision of concessions ic pensioners. seniars and veterans is a maior commutment of
-he Queensiand Government with in excess of $430 million of taxpayers’ funds used for this
ourpese annually. These concessions aim 1o assist Queensiand pensicners and seniors
with services such as siectricity, public transport. motor vehicle and beat registraticn and 2
range of health services. including dental, optical and ambulance services.

The Jueensiand Sovernment is committed 1o ensuring that the sntitiements ot pensioners
are sustainabie over the coming decades.

=azch state and ierritory is responsible for funding concessions from within their budgets and

merefore offer a range of different concessions to holders of a Heaith Care Carg, Pensioner
~oncessicn Card. and Sentors Card and other concession cards.
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The Queensiand Government is mindful of the significance that concessions provide to
people on fixed low incomes. Although an increase in the maximum level of the subsidy is
not possible at this time, this issue will continue to be menitored in the context of ongoing
budget reviews.

In addition to the Queensland Government funded Scheme, many local governmenis
srovide an additional remission to pensioner ratepayers under the Local Government Act
1993, Local governments are able to establish the eligibility criteria for their schemes, and
have the discretionary power to determine the rate of remission offered. These remissions
are funded from within a local government’'s resources.

t trust this information is of assistance. If you have any further guestions please contact Ms
Tiona Evans, Program Development Officer. Concessions Unit, on 3247 9126,

Tours sincerely

/ Wiﬁz‘/” //W

ister for amilies and Minister for Seniors

Dur Refermnce: M22077
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Queensland
Government

(ffice of the Premier

Please quote: MCU
and Treasurer

S November 2005

Mr Chris Foley MP
Member for Maryborough
Shop 1 Comet Place

133 Lennox Streat
MARYBOROUGH Q 4650

Dear Chris

Thank you for your letter of 2 September 2005 on behalf of Mr Peter McSpadden concerning
the maximum rate of concession payable under the Queensland Pensioner Rate Subsidy
Scheme. | have been requested to reply to you on the Premier’s behalf.

The Premier referred this matter to the Honourable Warren Pitt MP, Minister for
Communities, Disability Services and Seniors for his consideration and advice.

As you may be aware, the Queensiand Government provides a rate subsidy tc resident
holders of a Commonweaith Pensioner Concession Card or a Departiment of Veterans’
Affairs Gold Card through the Pensioner Rate Subsidy Scheme. The subsidy is equivalent
to 20% of the gross rates and charges levied by a local government, up to a maximum of
$180 per annum. [ note the information provided by Mr McSpadden concerning
concessions on council rates and charges in South Australia and Victoria for comparison
with the Queensland subsidy.

in addition to the Queensland Government funded Pensioner Rate Subsidy Scheme, many
local governments provide an additional remission to pensioner ratepayers under the Local
Government Act 1993 (the Act). Local governments are able to establish the eligibility
criteria for their schemes, and have the discretionary power to determine the rate of
remission offered.

Councils have the flexibility tc find the most appropriate approach to rating, taking into
account local factors and circumstances. The Act provides local governments with a wide
range of tools to lessen the impact of increased valuations on rates. Anincrease in
unimproved fand valuation does not automatically mean an increase in the amount of rates
tevied by a council. A decision on level of rates is one for individual local governments and
the State Government does not have the power to direct any council as to how it should set
and levy its rates.

Executive Building

/2 100 George Sireet Brisbane

. PO Box1g:85 City East

Queensland soo02 Austraiia
Telephone +81 73224 4500
Facsimile +61 732213631
Email ThePremisr@premiers.gld.gov.ay
Website www.thepremiergld.gov.au
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Pensicn rates are regularly adjusted and are increased in line with movements in the
Consurner Price Index (CPI) in March and September of each year. Rises iniocal
government rates and charges are taken into account when the pension and allowsnce
payment rates are indexed.

Expenditure for the Pensioner Rate Subsidy Scheme has increased from $27.13 miffion in
1992-1993 to $42.334 million in 2004-2005. This expenditure has grown significantly due to
increases in the number of Queenslanders who receive pensions. There are approximately
247,000 pensioner households in receipt of the subsidy.

The provisicn of concessions to pensioners, seniors and veterans is a major commitment for
the Queensland Government with in excess of $430 million expended for this purpose
annually. in addition to the rate subsidy, the range of concessions inciudes ambulance,
public transport, car and boat registration, electricity and a variety of heaith services. The
Queensiand Government is committed to ensuring that these entitlements tc pensioners and
seniors are sustainable over the coming decades.

While the Queensland Government is mindfu! of the significance that concessions provide to
peopie on fixed low incomes, an increase in the maximum leve! of the subsidy is not
possible at this time. Please be assured that this issue will continue to be monitored in the
context of ongeing budget reviews,

if Mr McSpadden requires any further information or assistance in relation to this matter, he
may contact Mr Derman Roughead, Manager, Concessions Unit, Department of
Communities on (07) 3247 9125 who will be happy to assist him.

The Premier trusts this information is of assistance to you in responding ta Mr McSpadden.

Again, thark vou for bringing the concerns of your constituent tc the Premier's attention.

Yours sincerely

e
: 7
/;///////Z
Rob Whiddon

Chief of Staff
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" Circular: Council Cost Index 20035 - 5.4 percent increase rage 1 o1 .2

ATTENTION CHIEF EXECUTIVE
QOFFICER / COMMUNITY CLERK

For Inf ti LOCAL GOVERNMENT
or Tnormaten ASSOCIATION

CI RC U L A R OF QUEENSLAND INC. B
Circular #: 2005-047 =

Councii Cost Index 2005 - 5.4 percent increase

The Association has released an indepentent analysis of price movements for Queensiand
Councils that shows Councils costs rose by 5.4 percent in the last year.

A report by LGAQ Consultant Alan Morton has <shown that the Counci! Cost Index has risen by 5.4
percent as opposed to the National CPI increase of 2.6 percent,

This report updates work undertaken by LGAQ in 2004 in relation to the potential impact of price
movements on rates. The data on price movements has been obtained from ABS statistics for the period
from December 2003 to December 2004.

While the CPT increased by 2.6% over this period, a number of other price indexes increasead at a greater
rate. Many of these indexes are more relevant to iocal government cost structures than CPL

Indexes of potential relevance include:-

Tndex Encrease Dec. 03
o Dec. 04

CPI 2.6%
Freight 4.6%
Wages 3.6%
(General construction industry 8.3%
Road and Bridge Construction 4.1%
Non Residential Building Construction 11.7%
Housing construction 5.6%

Source: ABS Catalogues 6401.0, 6345.0 and 6427.0

When the basket of goods provided by local government is examined, a relatively high preportion {around
50%) relares to gensral construction activity {eg roads, bridges, water supplies, sewerage systems).

Assuming that engineering work activities (representing 50% of outlays) are driven by the general
construction index whiie the balance of activities are driven by CPI, results in 3 cost increase for jocal
government as a whole in Queensland in the past rwelve months of around 5.4%.

Qver the past two years (December 2002 to December 2004), the general construction index has
increased by some 16.1% compared with a CPI increase of 5.0%.

While the mix of construction and nen-construction activity varies from council to council, it is apparent
that costs for incal government have again increased at a rate significantly nigher than the CPI over the
last twelve months.

For further information, contact Greg Hallam, Executive Director on telephone 3000 2222
(greg_haillam@lgag.asn.au)

Circuiar Authorised by:
Greg Hallam PSM
Executive Director

impsz,f’ﬂgeniine.igaq,asn,au/'redirectfhttp:fﬂynch.igaq.qid,gov.:u.L:8(}801’L-{}Onli1leiinclu.., 27/09/2005



Part 3 Conee

¢ ol age diseriminaton

Section (4

Part 3—Concept of age diserimination

4 Diserimination on the ground of age—direct discrimination

For the purposes of this Act a person (the discriminaior)

discriminates against another persen (the agerieved person) on the

sround of the age of the aggrieved person 1f

iu) the discriminator treats or proposes o lrew
person less fuvourably than. in circumstances that
same or are not materially di . the discriminator treats
or would treat a person of erent age; and

Gugrisy
it

(b} the discriminator does so hecawse of
(1) the age of the aggrieved person: or
i11; a characteristic that eppertains generally to persons of
the age of the aggrieved person; or
(11} acharacteristic that § Iy wnputed o persons of
the age of the agerieved

15 Drscrimination on the ground of age—indirect discrimination

(1} Forthe purposes of this Act. a person (the discriminator)
discriminates against ancther person (the aggrieved person) orn the
ground of the age of the aggrieved person if:

{aj the discriminator imposes, or proposes o impos
conidition, requirement or practice; and

{hi the condition. requirement or practice is not reasonable in the
clreumstances; and

(¢) the condition. requirement ur practice has, or 1s likely to
nave, the effect of disadvantaging persons of the same age as
the aggnieved person.

(=1 Forthe purposes of paragraph ( Litbit
p ition, LL,umm“t Gripraciite s ¢
circumstancss lies on the discriminaror.

IR - ]
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Concept of age discrimination Part 3

Section 16

16 Act done because of age and for other reason

4

fan act 1s dope
this Act, the
person only if

or 2 or more reasons. then. for the purposes of

.iL.i 1s taken to be dane for the reason of the

L

> dgeofa

(a) one of Eh(_ reasons is the age

age of the person: and
(by that reason ig the dominant reason for d oing the act.

Age Discrimination 4ot 2004 f




Counciilor’s Office, Maryborough City Councif, Administration Building.
431-433 Kent Street, Maryborough, G. 4650, (PO. Box 110)

Mr P. McSpadden

Dear Peter

Thank you for your recent letter. As far as I have been able to ascertain, the answers
are as follows: -

. ltem 2 The State Government subsidy introduced in 1981 and subject to a cap of
8120.00 — what year was the cap increased to $180.00?
®  The cap was increased inerementally $140; $160; and finally $180
in 1992,

2. The political party that introduced the first remission in 1981 and the political
party that increased the remission to $180.00?
* The National Party under Sir Joh Bjelke Petersen was in power in
1981 and Labor under Wayne Goss in 1992,

3. Newsletier: March 2003 Re: Financial figures (Pensioner Remission) The
total council remission 2001-2002, §573,264.00. Are these figures taken only from
the 207 pensioner remission, or combined with the councii 15% discount if paid
withiin the 30 days of notice given?

* These figures are taken from a publication of the Dpt. Local
Government and Planning. The figure quoted is the dollar amount
paid by council in pensioner remissions for that period.

Yours sincerely

Pty Taverst

Barbara Hovard
12 June 2003

Barbara Hevard B. Bus
Councillor — Division 4
20 Katherine Street Maryborough @ 4650
Phone 41231048 Facsimile 41236125 Email bhovard@iprimus.com.au
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THE AVERAGE Marvhorough

ratepayer will pay a net
increase of about $90 or 5.4%
in rates to finance the coun-
cib's 2005-2006 projects.

Mavor Barbara Hovard said
morethat$18 million would be
spenton capital works, includ-
ing more than $2 million on
sireets, roads and bridges.

Key spending inchides:
® £540,000 towards marketing,
promotion and events (includ-
ing 3150000 for southern
entrance statement);
® 5400.000 for a new enfrance
wail and landscaping on the
Hervey Bay approach;

@ New public pontoon (noallo-
cation giveny;

@ About 3880,000 [or a new
rowers’ building, Scouts build-
ingand skindivers’ set-up:

@ More than $2 million for the
completion of the Mary River
parklands;

@ Almost $680,000 will be spent
on city parks, including
$149,00G for walk and cycle
paths;

® About $120,000 to improve
disability access and
upgrade camping facilities at

Laryngttls strikes: Maryborough deputy mayor Julie Arthur with the budget papers the council

adopted yesterday. Mayor Barbara Hovard has severe laryngitis.

Maryborough Showgrounds;
& Granville transfer station,
$150.000;

@ Design of anewanimal care
facility, $30.000;

& New toilet block at Anzac

Park and completion of
Queens Park toilets (no
amount given);

@ About $1.9 million to buy

land and development;

& Cemetery improvements,
$100,000;

@ Brolga Theatre operational
costs $380,000;

@ Agquatic Water Park concept
plan;

& Water frunk and reticula-
tionmains, more than $1.4mil-
Hon;

Phrioto: GARRY WILLIAMSON 05m1384

® Pump stations and sewerage
treatment plant improve-
ments, $455,000;

@ Gatehouse roadworks at Salt
Water Creek Road refuse dis-
poesal site;

® Development initiatives,
$125,000;

® Maryborough Social Plan,
$20,000.

Budget to help Council’s new rating
categories detailed

kickstart city

THE MARYBOROUGH City Coun-
cil budget aimed o foster the won-
derful feeling of vibrancy and
expectation ahout the city, mavor
Barbara Hovard said yesterday,

Momentum was building from
major marketing and promotional
initiatives, including a new city
image and this year's budget
aimed to foster that energy,
growth and vibrancy,

Ms Hovard was speaking of a net increase of
2.4 % in the 2005-2006 budget adopted vesterday.

Rates, she said, had been affected hy new valua-
tions since last year’s budget.

Valuation in urban areas had risen between 66%
andl 185% , with the average up by 130%

“Some property owners will have a rates
increase that exceeds this average,” she warned.
“Some would have alower inerease or 5 reduction
from the previons vear™

Ithad beenextremely difficudt to bri mgtorwards
pudget which aliowed for a reasonable increase in
rates but stili provided enough fands to maintain
services and take on new capital works,

A NEW rating category for commer-
cial and indusirial land is detailed in
budget papers councillors adopted.

The mayor, Barbara Hovard, was
absent due tosevere laryngitis which
has confined herto bed.

Instead, deputy maver Julie
Arthur read the mavor’s prepared
statement to conneiliors,

All reports on this page guoting
the mayor are from stalements pre-
pared before the larvngitis struck,

The differential rates adopted are:
® Fraser Isiand and Grear Sandy
Strait islands: Minimum rate $630,
T2cin the dollar;

@ Coastalrate: (a) Minimum $630 at
85¢ inthe doilar, valuation $120,000 or

less; (h) Minimum $1020 at 68¢ in the
dollar, valuation $120,001 or greater;
@ Rural rate: (&) Minimum $630, rate
79¢ in the dollar, valuation $120,000 or
less; (b) Minimum $948, rate53c in the
dollar, valuation $120.001 or greater:
@ Rural residential: (I} Minimum
$630, 1.375¢ in the dollar, $120,000 or
less; (by $18a0, 1.10c in the dollan
$120.001 or greater;

@ Urban: (a) Minimum $630, 1.40cin

the doilar, valuation $120,000 or less; |

(b) Minimum §1680, 1.12¢ in the dol-
lar, $120,001 or greater;
@ Commercial/industrial (citv cen-
trey: $630, 1.9%7cin the dollar: commet-
cial/industrial {(cther), Minimum
$630, 1 dbcinthedollar

$100 water utility charge

THIRST for water will cost Mary-
borough ratepavers $100 under a
Water UHility Infrastructure charge
adopted yesterday

“The water situation is eritical,”
mavor Barbars Hovard saigd.

“Water is a precious and limited
resource that is beinz put under
increasing pressure.

“It is essential we take steps to
guarantee the city has a reliable
and guality water supply now and
in fhe future.”

The first project under the
water services to Granville, inciud-

ing an extension of the water m.m‘g
across the river from Woodstock

new !
scheme would be an upgrade of

iy
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P Niarch 2003

Cr Barbara Hovard

Dear Barbara,
Thank vou for vour tetier dated 4 March 2003

Your comments on items | — 5 have been noted, however, further explanation is required on the
following:

L. Item 2. The State Governiment subsidy introduced in 198 and subject to a cap of $120.00,
when was the cap increased to $180.007

2. ftem 3. T am not concerned about discount rates offered by other councils for garly
settlement. T am, nevertheless, very concemned over the manner in which.drscotnts are
calculated for pensioners who pay rates. A recent article in The Fraser Coast Chronicle
showed how pensioners were being over charzed. In my case ! tind [ am loosing $26.00 per
“2 year or $32.00 per annum because remissi ons are deducted bcfore the 15% discount is
applied. N R
Irefer you to pages 10, 12 and 21 0f the [nformation Booklet 200283 1t is quite clearly
Husirated that components of all rates, except the Fire Levy, are subject ta a 5% zarly

settlement discount. Why is Council discriminating against pensioners who can least afford
this type of exploitation? Have you considered what 30% of the basic wage represents when
3% is removed from the “promised 15%772

This letter has been copied o the Ratepayers & Residents Association of Maryborough (RRAM)
and I request you to copy your response to RRAM.

Yours sincerely.

Peter McSpadden

Ce
RRAM




Letiers to

Wide Ba? Water
Inn reference o the Wide
Buay Walsr ;;d\r CIISSIMCI S
whose apparent aim 1s 1o

water and sewerage
services, 1 would like 10
draw people’s atlention o
some figures quoted. itig
claimed using Council’s
. Financial Advisor repor!
that Wids Bay Water 1n 115
first vear of operation as a
Corporaised Crganisation
wouid have a dividend of
$22  million  which
commeon sense dictates
~ould be used to pay off the
recently announced
ransferof $22 million debt
from the Hervey Bay City
Council 1o the Wide Bay
Water,

It is cilaimed in the
advertisement by Wide
Bay Waier that this mmsfer
of 522 muilion debt would
haive the Council’s debrt
and to reduce interest
payments by $4 miilion
each year.

From this device it may
be deducted thai the
raiepavers have been
carrving an anpual 33
million interest bidl, which
would amount (0 a hi
proportion of the revenue
coilected from the
ratepayvers each yeur

Ceuid it be that threugh
this  manpoeuvre  of
Caorporatisation  ihe
Councils inherized high
level of debr, an
opportunity would arise
for the Councll 1o borow
further finanzcez for
upgrading of roads as
! promised i3 the
i Counciilors Elections
| Pladormo.

TH Smith
Craignish

sell the benefits of
Corporatisation of our

e

Water cosis
100 mua,—tl

LAST week on te
sion 2 spokesman
was interviewed main-
1ained that residents of
Hervey Hay were pay-
ingtocmuchfor water.

n support of this
spokesman. I submit
the following statisiics
phtained from Ruﬂd—
aberg. Maryborough

and Hervew Ba}f coun-

ratz annual

ck Herv Bav
$166.40; Bundaberg
9293 00; Marvborough

[WeRN &)

=8

{51 [
}z;;f"’
8B
LR
:WWL

used; By

De':klr)l

von u; excess of 600kl
he

On Ii’ii: bd‘xlk resi-
dents of Bundaberg and
Marvborough pay noih-

ing for usage up to and
including 600kI
Ragidents of Herve
RBay who use E)\)Gn;
would pay $5106 for the
riviiege
After ‘“HIH annual

to coni-

L\:ed «:harw by

e

‘ L!S’c'id "n“k } :‘\.3(:._-;
nuw thanr ;
Bundaberg and
more than residents of
darvborough in a 12-
mornih period.

Why are Hervey Bay
residents being “ripped
off* and paying ioo
much for their water?
— JACK THOMPSGN.
Heisham Si, Hervey
Bav.

wateyr meters and I
chareges can be lustified?

Oar rates have already pald
for the water storage, fre: tment
and reticulation g 3
belongs o Lh"‘ Ta
W hv theretf

oW Walelr re3guroe:
future wi ney ha'-’e already
patd for ﬁemL rpastdecades?

Inprivate indusiry the share-
holders (owners) would sack the
hoard and management. When is
the next council eleciion? -
JOHEN WILLIS, Maryborqugl%

t full cost recove

is 5183.10 and
staggering §417.85.

Yei, with full costr
many vearg away, 1t wo
to know now WEBW
ds service del

by Tim Waldron when e st

Dait would be fuily wnple?nert
eriod (FOC:E G 4- ’J

-overy still
1d be inter-
canpay out
ExCES f

additiona

Tlﬂe councii  has
recanily JT‘L:’HDTPd o
\plam that it 35 com-

"his T)r}‘E rv has, it
oms. led te the adon-

tion of a2 ten vear finan-
cial plan which
shows nomore than 4%
annual increase in
water charges for the i
vear peried.”

However, an examing-
tion of water charges
for the last three years
shows thai this is not
true. In the first year,
1898/G, the xed o ‘hargs
went from $140 to 3153
and the price of water
per 1006 litres went
Trom 70 cenis to 78
cents

I mreresting inthis
context to look at the
cost of water to council.
Arecs 2DOTL 1O CoWl-
cil. dated OCciober 25,
9000, by asenior officer
and ¢ pm"wcd the CEO
3 2t that the
'w*r o council
per 10660

e m— i G NGO g el



Harris denies Tiaro

lacks compassion

By Jan Rolston

' TIARO resident Lynetie

L.eask says Tiaroe Shire Coun-
cillacks compassion.

“My rates have increased
from $660 last year to $12300
this vear That’s an increase of
nearly $764. As a single-
ncorme family where do we
find that money in four weeks'
time?” she said.

If Mrs Leask does not pay
by teday she could have anoth-
er $120 to pay by December 2
and i she doesnot pay then
the outstanding amount could
accrue compounding inferest
at 11%, although the couneil
has said it would discuss pay-

i ment options with ratepavers

having difficulty paying.

Mrs Leask said in March
when the valuations came out
she received notices from
Tiarccouncil and the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
saying the fact that her prop-
erty vaiuation had doubled
did not necessarily mean her
rates would go up.

Anotice from DNR said: “If
vour valuation has changed it

i does not necessarily mean
that the council rates youpay -

will also change. Rates are
determined by your council
according to whatservices it
intends 1o provide you with
and how much revenue it
needs 1o raise to pay for those
services.”

Under the heading “Myths”
a Tiare council newsletter
said: “An increase in property
value increasestheratesbya
similar percentage.” Yot Mrs
Leask’srates doubled inline
with her property value.

Mrs Leask said she was

£x
5
:
b

some single income families hard, including hers.

misled. “Tf Thad been told in
March that Iwould have such
a huge Increase I would have
been ready to pay it now,” she
said,

Mrs Leask doesnot want to
askherbank for alcanand is
not keen to hand over person-
alfinancial details to the
couneil.

“Who is going to suffer
coming up to Chrisimas? The
children. Thisisarural com-
munity so I would have
expected the council to have
mere compassion than that.
With all that is going on with
Tiaro council we seem tc be
caught up in a political soap
opera.”

Linda Harris:
contact
council f in
difficuities
paying rates.

Tiarc mavor Linda Harris
said the council had made it
clear toresidents to contact
the council if theyhad diffi-
culty paying to avoid awk-
ward situations and the coun-
cil had provided information
onthe differentiai rating sys-
tem and how the rates had
heendetermined, The mavor

Lynette Leask, above with her daughters Ryleigh and Tylar, says Tiaro’s rates increases have hit

Photo: VALERIE HORTON D5m13928

also sent a personal explana-
tory letter to each ratepayer.

Mrs Harris said Tiaro’s
rates still comparesd
favourably with thesein
neighbouring shires. .

“We have been known fora
long time as one of the lowest
rating shires,” she said.

“We are not the highest rat-
ing shire in the region and we
aretryingto be pro-active
about development within the
shire.”

There were a nuumber of
factors influencing the
increase inrates in some
areas, including cost shifting
by the state government, she
said.




® Hervey Bay Budget

By Ernie Paussa
sbedi
RATES should go down for
ahout 2500 Hervey Bav home-
owners in this vear's budget.
The
about through the counct cut-

asercoasichronicie.com.au

ting its general rate from

1.85%¢ in the dollar last vear fo
1.707¢ in the dollar in 2003-04.

The councid will not lose”

money, however, collecting

an additional $2 million In -

rates revenue on top of the
322m it received last vear.

The extra $2m will come
from the 20.000-0dd homeown-

ers whose rates will go up .

because of increasesinthe val
uations of their properties.
They will pay an average
4.2%  or about 573.74, a year
more, said Hervey Bay mayor

Ted Sorensen when he
unveiled the budzet details
vesterday.

Ratepavers whose proper-
ties have increased substan-
tially in value will be protect-
ed by a 15% cap on rate
increases.

The coungil has also adopt

2d a rates deferral plan for el
gible pensioners.

Charges to rise include a
5.4% increase for garbage col-
iection, 4% 1n the sewerage

reduciion has come..

Plans needed for age'ing now

A SHNAPSHOT of the Fraser
Coast In 2021 shows more than
cone in four people will be more
than 6dyearsofage.

The district will have tim
largest percentage of aged people

.\

Commenting on the state gov-
ernment’s discussion paper on
Que@n::iand in 90‘5‘0 she said the

port facilities ,nust ber cla‘xed to !
ensure all aged peaple could live ;

in their own homes while thoy

one infour then those people will
expect to be able to ask for and
receive help, whereas ioday

. manyecan’i.

“Thisisdue inparttothe fact
that existing support networks
are fully booked and they don't

charge, and 7.5

over any other siatistical deﬂ\

sion in the state.

Ifthat is the case, major initia-
tives must be started to ensure
the ageingpopulation can still
Hyve inrelative comfort, accord-
the vice-
president of the Fraser Coast
branch of the National Seniors

ing to Lwla Baldwin,

Asgsociation.

% in the fixed
water chavge.

Water usage charges will
remain static at 94c a kilolitre.

About$12m will be spentin
the next financial year on cap-
ital works.

Among the big-ticket items
ara $2.5m to 32.8m on the
Nikenhbah waste transfer sta-
tion, 35m on the extension of

S werestil 3‘:}]9.

she said.

the Burgowan water treat
ment plant and $6.5m for
roads, including an unspeci-
fied amount for the startof the
reconstruction of Main Sireet
from Boat Harbour Drive {o
Booral Road.

Deputy mavor Belinda
McNeven said. pleasingly, the
counciihad been able tofreeze
new horrowings inthe current

“"There area number of m{;qt
ing support agencies such a
Meals on Wheels, transportand
associated healily care that are |
available but not to everyone,”

“If the aged population on the
Fraser Coastis going to become

have the staffio help newcomers.

“The zovernment and

more respile care

high care

on the Fraser Coast.”

vear and was looking at ~
increasing its debt by jusi$4m
next year, taking overall'bor-
rowings to about $60m.
Executive manager corpo- |
rate services Phil Harding
said the councilwas looking to
be in surplus by 2007-08 and
would probably not have to |
borrow any more money after -
then.

councils must plan to provide
facilities,
retirement villages that have
both independent living and
units which wili
encourage our residents tostay |



Councils slam

Beattie ‘lies’

By DARYL PASSMORE
and AINSLEY PAVEY

LOCAL councils have
accused Premier Peter
Beattie and his deputy
Anns Bligh of lying to
defleci responsibility for
huge water price hikes
facing househaolds.
“These guys would
malke the Nazi propa-
ganda machine blush,”
said Greg Hallam,
executive director of the
Loeal Government As-
sociation of @ueensland.
Under recommen-
daticns from the Water
Commission, bills are
expected to more than
double over the next five
years to pay for water
grid infrastructure cost-
ing more than $7 billion.
Without State Gov-
ernment subsidies, the
average water bill in
Brisbane will rise from
$355 to $847 by 2012
Brisbane Lord Mayor
Campbell Newman and
his Logan counterpart
Graham Able say the
price hikes will hurt low-
income earners and
could force some com-
panies out of business.
Mr Beattie blames
greedy councils for fail-
ing to re-invest profits
from water charges for
VEars.

He said councils had

made $1 billion profit
from water charges over
the past three years.
Checking progress on a
water recycling piant af
Bundamba yesterday.
Mr Beattie said the
State Government had
heen foreed o move In
to solve the water crisis
probiem last year.

“We are the bunnies,”
he said.

The Government
hases its §1 billion figure
on = Treasury analysis
of water services rev-
enue in eouncils’ annual
reports.

But Mr Hallam said
Mr Beattie and Ms Bligh
were misleading the
public to let councils
bear the brunt of rate-
paver anger over
escalating charges.

“They work on the
premise that the bigger
the fib the better,” Mr
Hallam said.

An analysis of couneil-
owned water businesses
by consultants KPMG
in August found the
dividend paid to councils
in 2005-06 was $83.3 mil-
lion.

“1f vou extrapolate
that over three years,

yvou get a guarter of a
hillion dollars, not a bil-
lion,” Mr Hallam said.

Ms Bligh told The
Sunday Mail she stood
by the Treasury figures.

Queensiand has re-
quested $408 millien
from the Federal Gov-
ernment’s National
Water Fund.

Ms Bligh has asked
Treasury to review the
proposed water charges.
The local government
association wants a pro-
gram capping household
water bilis in small
towns at 500 expanded
to urban centres.
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Hervey Bav councillor Panl Heffer-
said claims by the Herveyv Bay
R& £p 3«&"5 Association that the
council debt was §7¢ million were

i Paul Hefizran
costwaavmc Epro-
| gram began earlier
i this year.

AR WIHE iy “The dcut as at June 30, 2003, wiil
: Lh‘ s -“*111 be 357 million,” he 2aid. -
A “The budget for 2002/2003 Was  ipearly 2063 This reduction in o
passed with the combineddestiorthe  and sypenditure is the be
counciland Wide Bay Water Corpo- haveseen Jappen in mvs
ratcicn l}r‘r)pu‘m‘u to hecome o T4 mij- councl.
lonr by June 20,2003, he said. it is now estimated that, as at
“[ voted against the 2002/2003bud-  fune 20, 2085, we wili probably havaa
tbecause of the proposed increased  :o1al city debt of about $60 miliion.
tof$17 miliion (up from §57 mil- ad of the $74 million proposed in
- Bach lion to §74 millionyand the sizeof the  the hudget. )
i “‘f’ rate increases introduced last vear. “The bud
Rish “Councii derided to re-assess its
& budget in earty 2003 because fhe certinly will not be voting for any
Denartment of Local Geovernment increasein debtand will be workine
requested counciliustify itsfinancial  towards zn outcome that reduc
posman before it wounld let the coun-  debi.
cil borrow more money. “The exception heing that the cost
“With a change in council attitade  associated with securing exira wafer
and some good work by executive for the city must always remain a
offi ,acostsavingprogram began wildeard.”
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Form judgments

FINTEND forun a positive cam-
palgn to become mayor,

However there are times
things must be identified for the
public record.

I refer to the feature 2004
Council Election (FCC 13-2-04).
Mayvor Serensen claims one of
the highlights of his ferm is cut-
ting the citv's debt.

The total council debt at
March 2000 (last election) was
$39.5 million.

The total council debt June
2000 was 841.7 million.

The total council debt Febru-
ary 2004 is $51.0 million.

Cr Sorensen successfully vot-
ed for an exira borrowings of $7
million in the 2002/2002 budget.
ITvoted against this proposal.

The state government depart-
ment later rejected the 10-vear
financial plan including the $7
million proposed horrowings.

The council’s approved capi-
tal roads budget in 2002/2003
was underspeni by §4 million (ie
more than one-third of the bud-
get).

Council’s approved capital
roads budget in 2003/2004 may
also be under spent by a Murther
34 million {i.e. an under expen-

diture of $8 million in road capi-

1al expenditurs in a two-vear
period).

This is now helping to reduce
debt.

The road work has not been
done because the council admin-
istration has not had the inter-

/

nal capacity to undertake the
works and we are told thai out-
side design contractors are tco
busy todo council work.

It is now & bit rich to report
the mavor is claiming a reduc-
tion in debt asa highlight of his
term.

There was a strategic/plan-
ning meeting held four vears
ago. Themayor did not attend.

It wasatthis meeting that the
councillors decided to focus on
the development of the fore-
shore beautification.

A lot of pecpie have con-
tributed. The mavor should be
acknowledged in the credits
among others.

T quote the paper: “It was his
(the mayor’s) thrust to beautify
the foreshore and entrance to
city that made them (the visit-

ing baby boomers) stay.”
Torm your own indgments.

“hiselection is about leader-.

ship. - PAUL HEFFERAN,
mayoral candidate Watson

Vi

Opportumty

INQUIRIES have yevealed that
the councit will call tenders next
month for the next stage of
water meter installation.

It is a golden opportunity to
keep a huge slice of gur water
meter tax in Marvberough. Cne
councillor rightly says that the
project might be too big for one
firm but that local plumbers
could form a consortium for the
tender.

An interssting problem will
be the continued employment of
meter readers and, [ assume, an
accounts executive. Then there
will be queries about readingsto
add to the workload,

It's obvious thai the cost of
these wages and meters are the
reasons for cur levy excess.
What happens when the meter
levy ceases? There are only
three possible income sources:
(a) a rates rise (b anticipated

additional income from water
usage (¢) a brilliant idea or two
to boost council income without
penalising ratepay.rs,
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Rates debate

REGARDING John A Neve
(FCC 18-8-03) “Hervey Bay coun-
¢il proposing to aliow the elder-

1y and those on fixed incom_es to:
- defrav their rates against the

equity they have in their hous-:
es”, the following is an extract:
from the ordinary minutes #10.
11-6-03: :

“Councillor Clark said she.
would like to know how many’

" people would fall into this cate-

gory, whatwould bethe possi}:nleg2
cost to council and from wheret

the additional level of servicei
come because others would”
have to pay to enable councﬂ to
offer this level of service” b
Far from “not understanding’
or scaremongering” Mr Neve, I3
would suggest any responsible;;
councillor should have asked
the guestions I did before sup--
portingsuchamotionor puttmg .
such a motion. :
MOVED
bell) that: .
1. Ratepayers be entitled toy
apply for rates assistance, the’
assistance to take the form of:
council allowing residents:
ieniency inregard to outstands
ing rates by allowing pavment®
at a later date or when their;
property iseventually sold. o
2. The outstanding rates
would attract an interest of 2%} !
above council’s borrowing rates:~
8. The criteriafora ratepavez;_'
t0 be eligible would be that they
were over 65 years of age, the
had been living in the sam
premises more than 10 years
the unimproved land valugt
would need to be greater tham
the average value of Hervey Bag® .
City- residential land and an
morigages on the proper
would need to be no greatser tha
40% of the valuation. - JENN]
CLARE, councilior, Herve;
Bay City Council.

(Hefferan/Camp- '
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QITsct anc’ “iviedicare Levy  mresnolas, 1 ne

The Western Australian (WA) Government has
introduced new and extended concessions for
WA semiors. These changes extend concessions
anmg.\,\ available to Pensioner Concession
Card (PCC) holders to other indicated Seniors

Card holders.

- The new concessions, effective from 1 July
2001, are: @ a 50% rebate or deferment on local
government “rates ‘and Water Corporation
annual charges for seniors who hold both a WA
SSemors-Gard (WASC) and a Commouwealth
Senmors Health Card (CSHO):
® a 25% capped rebate on local governnient

rates and Water Corporation annual cha rges for
“holdersiof 4 WA Seniors Card only;
® "4 Prosrata’Yebate Tor seniors and pensioners

who becomereligiblerduring the rating vear and
medand occupied their property at

o a-freesdiiver’s licence and a 50% concession

aAccurate anc up o cate. s

WA seniors concessions

on one velucle licence fee for seniors who hold
both a WASC and a CSFIC

& an clectiicity subsidy for the cost associated

and

with operating an air conditioner in areis
supphed by Western Power that we north of
the  26th  Parallel or wnorth  of  (he
50 Day Relative Strain Index lor holders of 4
WASC and either a PGO or a OSTIC, This is
a new concession for POC and other
indicated card-holders,

It is important that WA seniors check their
eligibility for these concessions and register
with administering agencies, as the concessions
will only apply from the date of registration.
For more mformation, call the WA Seniors
Telephone Tuformation Service on 1800 671 233,

If you want o know more about state and

territory Seniors Cards or concessions available.,

please contact the relevant Ln_.::_.ﬁ_.:c:ﬁ agency

or authonty in your state or lermtory. &

WINTER 2001 @
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mmO.:OZ A. GUIDE TO mb m%b.ﬂm bz_u OOEEOzEmb,r.M.E CONCESSIONS

i palny OOZGmmw_Ozm AVAILABLE
Concession may be available 3 n‘*u?uuqu mmmmm... -~ Other - -
No concession available . I

60+  Only those aged sixty years or more W > 9
{1)~{B) See specific note in Section B 4 M s = ﬁ b
Proof of eligibility required: 0 a | 4 m m 2l - 0 12 <

A - Haalth Care Card: = L8 > = o M ﬁNu m _mm M © o W % L

B - Pension Concession Card; 5 & = f o = = O ml G Fs b - S} i

C - Repatrialion Geld Health Card (DVA); = h a > m L ) i 12 @ E = & & & i

D - State Seniars Card; m - M m — iz n.& o E - M = eﬂu m & cNd

E - State Concession Card; W m - T M o w ﬂ M W & % 5 H m

F - Commonwealth Seniors Health Card: 3] _.& H w % e * - o w =

G - Transport Concession Card: e WM Al a &2 e

H - Income Tested (annual income): L2 4 m

J = Student Card (photo 1D}, { L e B 1 -
mo_sa_ozﬁmb,_.ﬁm >E..O<.c_mﬂm ) . B
|Austudy / Abstuidy . YA YA A A() T A WA MG ]
Owﬁwwﬁogmm_? Gm(\mm%zjmi me_EB ot VA #E | AU SAMA) m S AT AP el ; | T
Farm Assistance AM orB(2) [ vAarB [T FA) or B(5) | VA or B(5) B VA of BlvAaBl - |v|vAorB|/AorB|vA o B vGorB B
w_mé Enterprise Ingantive mmm‘,_.mﬂm. <...>3v A A VA{4) v A{4) aidi iy “ALT) S vn - YA Y6 L
Newslart Allowance ,QE () ivAorBivADrB| vA4) o B(E) QEEE& VAGrB| vA or B CAMor BT | | ar B VA o:w vAorBEvGor B Y AGI or B
Parenting Payment - Parlnered ::: ﬁ JEvAorB{vAorB| vAl4) or B(5) 2 yorB(S) | vAorB|vAor Bl VAT o BT} | 7 | A or B vAotB|vAar 8| G orB |vABO) or B
Partner Allowance ) m 5 B2} [ VAOIB | PorB ) A orBEE) | AM) 0rB(S) VAot B| vASB | VAT o BT) v YA 0B VA B| A B| “Bora - ABIH o B
Sickness Allowancs (1orB(2) | vAur B [ VAo B| VA or R(3) 3:3 or B(5) NVAor B vAor 8| vA(7) o B7)| v [vA G B|vAorB|vAar B|vGorB [~ AGO
Special Benefil ) 53 0rB(2) | vAorB | vACrB| vAM) or BE) | VAM) or B(5) VA0 8| vAars [vAG) or v {vAorB| Ao B vAorB| v GorB |- ABOY) (60+) ot B
Widow Allowance CAC) orBi) | vAor B VA B | YA orBiB) | VA orBE) B VA0 B| VA B | YA orBI) | [vA 0 B|vAD B Aot B| Yo BFABD < ABO+ or B |
Youth Allowance (Unempioyed) YA 1A e VA4 A R VA VA7) T EA vl : v 3 O
COMMONWEALTH PENSIONERS ‘
Age Pension/ Age Blind Pensian. - vBi2) 1B v VB(5) “a85 B -8 T /B B |vI va v B
Carer Payment B(2) BTV VB(5) YBi5) B VB VB B v v B

n Widow Pension VB(2) VB vB w3(6) VB(5) B vB B Y| ¥B ¥R

D ability Support Pension v B(2) v'B B “B{5) vV B(5) \“,‘\m B L B Gvi B w8
Malure Age Allawance | Ao BE) [ AorB | /B | vAMd) orBIS) | A} orB(5) B Aor B[ YA arB| A7) of BIT)| ¥ | A orB|7A ol B ]
(Parenting Payment - Single vB(2) | VB B BB | VB(E) . v i +8 L -
Service Pension vB(2) B B vB5) 7B B8 VB B i /8 VB
War Widow; EDA/TP) Pension mmoa Omav v G(2) VG G ¥ G(5) v C(E) _ VG G ¥'C SvG v
Wai Widow Pension /B(2) “B “B VB(R) “B(5) B 7B VB |slE vB ~
SELF-FUNDED RETIREES (Not in wmwm_wm of one of the DcEEo:SmmE. Umzmam :Emn above) o R
Sel Funded Relrzes T W B O Iy o O R DEORTY S G0 D I P i i
Slale Concessian Card holder {2 VE N &m.ﬁmw; v E(8) m VE vE v xm vk “E vE
New Zealand/Briish War Widow Pension “B(2) - Y'B 3 “B(5) v B(6) /B v'B iy ) v B o
Low Income Earners (Incoms tested) | FHOY e {4 < H{4) m Y ¢ w M + 1 L .

® RevenueSA Pags 2 of 4 Release 6.0 — March 2008




0 SECTION B. CONCESSIONS INFORMATION

COUNCIL RATES .

- (1) Up to 60% to a maximum of $190 pa concession for principal place of resiclence. Apply for
concesslon at Children, Youth & Family Services (CYFS) - sae Section C for conlact details.

(2} Up to 80% to a maximumn of $180 pa concession far principal place of residence. Apply for
concassion at SA Water — refer Section C for contact details. Application forms are available
at SA Water; Children, Youth & Family Services (CYFS) and Council offices,

(3} Up fo 60% to a maximum of 3100 pa concession for principatl place of residence. Either the
applicant or spouse / partner must be the holder of the Stale Seniors Card — see Seclion D
for details of concession card eligibility. 1f a couple applies, at least one must be a cardholder
and the other non-cardholder must be in less than 20 hours paid employment per week.
Apply for concession at RevenueSA — refer Section C for contact details.

DOG REGISTRATION

Councils provide a dog registration concessicn lo Pension cardholders and Healih Care

cardholders (incliding Low Income Concession cardholders). For further information please

contact the relevant Council where the dog rasides - relar to the White Pages for contact details

EDUGATION

Reduced education fees may be available for recipients of some Commonwealth henefits, Contact

your school, TAFE, WEA or Universily for tnore informatian.

Maximum concession of $120 pa {canditions apply). All applicants can apply via any Children,
Youth & Family Services (CYFS) office. Pensianers and holdars of the Commanwealth Seniors
Health Card can also apply via their electricity retailer, Applicants must not be sharing housa with
a person who has an incomea of more than $3,000 pa unless that person is a spousea, pariner or
dependant of is in recaipt of a Centrelink/DVA pension or aliowance.
(7)  Commonwealth Allowees must have a spouse, partner or dependant living with them to be
eligible. See Section C for Children, Youth & Family Services (CYFS) contact details.
LAND TAX , .
Where the owner is pof a recipient of a principal place of residence exemplion, a concession miay
be available of up to 680% of the tax payable to 2 maximum of $150. To he antitled to this
concession, the owner musl be in recelpl of a Commenwealth Pensiocn or Commonwealth
Allowance and the property must be their principal place of residence, Apply for the concession at
SA Water where & Pension applies or al RevenusSA where an Allowance applies. Contact
ReverusSA for more information (Ses Section €.
EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY

Up to $40 pa concession for principat place of residence. Apply for concession at Children, Youlh

& Family Services (CYFS) - refer Seclion C for contact detaila.

(8) Either lhe applicant or spouse / parner must be the holder of the Stale Seniors Card - see
Seclion D for delails of concession card eligibility, It a couple applies, af least one must be a
cardholder and the other non-cardholder must be in less than 20 hours paid employment per
weeak,

FUNERAL ASSISTANCE

There are two types of funeral assistance available — either, a full confract funeral assistance

where the funeral has not yel been contracted to a private funeral director; or a grant when a

funeral has already been contracted with a private funeral director. To be eligible, the deceased

and immediate family members must be in receipt of Centrelink/DVA income. Contact Children,

Youth & Family Services (CYFS) for more information (See Section O,

HEALTH CARE

Dental Care, Eve Care, Hearing Services, Ambulance Cover, Patient Transport. Contact your local

Children, Youth & Family Services (CYF3) office for f r assistance {See Saction C).

© Revenue§A

LEGAL ADVIGE

Reduced legal rates for pansioners and allowees available through the Law Sociely of South

Australia on (0B) 8229 0222,

PRESCRIPTION MEDICINES

The Pharmacaulical Benelits Scheme (PBS) is available ta the following cardholders:

e Health Care Card;
s Pensioner Concession Card;
. Commonwealth Seniors Health Card.

The scheme allows for concessional rates on prescriplion medications {specifically included in

PBS scheme), Under the scheme, medications cost $3.70. 1f total spending in a calendar year

reaches $192.40, all PBS medications are free for remainder of lhat year.

Note: For details regarding concession carnds - refer Saction D for details. For furfher inform:

on hé Bhanmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PAS) conlacl the informalion Line 1800 020 613,

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Reduced concessional fares (50%) for persons holding a Pensioner Concession Card, State

Seniors Card, DVA Gold Card (TPIVEDA or War Widow), Incapacitaled Ex-Service Personnel

Travel Concession Card, State Concesslon Card, Transpert Concession Card issued by Children,

Youth & Family Services (CYFS), or Full-lime Student tdenlification Card. Reler Seetion O for

more information regarding concession cards.

(8)  Reduced sludent fares available fo students in receipl of Austudy/Abstudy. [
students fravel at 50% fares whilsl full ime secondary sludents travet at 33% of ad
fares.

SAVE THE RIVER MURRAY LEVY

Ratepayers whe are eligible for a concession an SA Walter rates and charges will be exempt from

the Save the River Murray Levy, Exemption is granted when water and sewsr rale concessions

are granted.

TELEFHONE ALLOWANCE

A rebate of $18.20 per quarler en phone line rental may be available fo holders of Pensions;

Concession Cards or Commonwsalth Seniors Health Cards. Refer Saclion D for maore information

regarding concession cards. Contact Centrelink to arrange your telephone rebate,

TRANSPORT SA

50% reduction on motor vehicle registration fees (one per cardholder) and drivers licence feea.

FEull exemption of payment of $60 annual stamp duly. Also. greatar concessions for incapacilaled
ax-service persons. Refer Section C for contaat details.

WATER AND SEWERAGE RATES .

“From 1/7/04, receive a maximum of $47.50 concession per quarter (Iotal of $180.00 pa) on water
and sewerage rales, or $35 on water rates and $95 pa on sewer rates.

{4y Apply for concession al Children, Youth & Family Services (CYFS).

{5) Apply for concesslon through SA Water. Applications are available at SA Walar, Childhran,

Youth & Family Services (CYFS) & Council offices. See Section C for contact details

ANY OTHER ASSISTANCE

Contact your lacal Children, Youth & Family Services (CYFS) office. Refar Section C Tor confact
details,

CENTRELINK S

Enguiries: 13 23 00. Websile: www.cenlrelink gov.au

mmsmammsﬂc:am“zimlom:mé_.,:mummmmEémcmzm*oQo,::mm_.mﬂ0255:,5.:
Services (CYFS) office. Written enquidies to GPO Box 292, Adelaide SA 5001 Wahsit

h&F

1
2

www. dfc.sa.gov aw/cylsffinancial
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Kevin Rudd MP
LﬁADER OF THE @PP@SITI@N

Mr Peter McSpadden

29 June 2007

Dear Peter,

Thank you for your letter regarding the pension and the ever increasing cost
of living. I appreciate you writing to me with your feedback and suggestions.

I understand how difficult it is these days making ends meet as a pensioner.
There have been significant increases in the cost of living in recent years,
particularly in essentials such as fruit, vegetables and petrol. Not to mention
basics around the home like phone and electricity bills.

Many pensioners, and others on fixed incomes, were particularly
disadvantaged by the Howard Government’s GST introduced in 2000. Labor
understands that this tax hits pensioners particularly hard.

In recognition of the cost of living pressures faced by pensioners, Labor has
initiated a Senate Inquiry into these pressures, their impact on pensioners,
and the adeguacy of current pension and tax arrangements. [ encourage you
to make a submission to this Inquiry.

Labor has always been strong supporters of pensions for those Australians
who need this support, and we understand that the pension needs to keep up
to date with everyday costs. At our recent National Conference, Labor
endorsed the following as a key part of our policy platform:

Labor remains committed to providing adequate income suppori jur those wio
need it. Labor will:
o maintain the benchmark of maximum single adult vates of pension o at
least 25 per cent of male total average weekly earnings;

DO Boz 6G22, Parllament House, Canber

" S £ 3T A0y T T
Telephone (02} 6377 4022 Macsimiie (UZ)




s ensure basic rates are indexed at least twice a year in line with movements
in the Consumer Price Index; and

o ensure that those whose only income is provided through the social
security system will not have to pay income tax.

These core principles underpin our commitment to the pension, and we will
have more to say in the lead up to the coming election.

The recent Federal Budget contained a special one-off payment for age
pensioners and some self funded retirees. Labor supports this extra payment,
and in the Parliament we helped to get it paid as quickly as possible. But we
also know that the Government could be doing more to provide better on-
going support for pensioners.

Once again 1 hope you take the opportunity to express your views on the age
pension to the Senate Inquiry.

The Senate inquiry into the cost of living for older Australians is taking
public submissions until 20 July. You can make submissions to the Standing
Committee on Community Affairs by writing to:

Elton Humphery

Committee Secretary
Community Affairs Committee
Department of the Senate

PO Box 6100

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

By phone: 02 6277 3515
By fax: 02 6277 5829
By email: community.affairs.sen@aph.gov.au

Kind regards,

Ao, Ao

Kevin Rudd
Federal Labor Leader
Member for Griffith
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INFORMATION KT FOR PENSIONERS & SENIORS

History of Pensions and Benefits

19083

Fisher ALP Government
E Old Age Pension
B invalid Pension

B Maternity Allowance

|

i
|
!
;

Ever wondered who introduced the pension and the other
social security concessions? Listed below are the
governments which have led the way in implementing
policies that protect the standard of iiving for older
Australians and the disadvantaged.

—

Provisions of the Invalid and Old Age Pensions Act were
implemented—providing for the first national oid age and
invaiid pension payment. Maternity Allowance was
introduced to reduce infant mortality.

—r

1943

Curtin ALP Government
& Funeral benefits

B Widow Pension

B Unemployment bensfits

® Pharmaceutical benefits
B Housing assistancs

A national social security system. to assist grieving families,
and widow unemployment benefits and health initiatives
were introduced. The first Commonwealth-State housing
agreemeant was signed.

1972

Whitlam ALP Government

® Benchmarking pensions to
average earnings

® National hesith insurance—
Medibank

|

The Whitlam Government proposed and achieved a
benchmark where the pension shouid not fall below 25

percent of male average weekly sarmings, The Government

also introduced the first national heaith insurance schame.

1983

Hawke ALP Government

E Medicare

8 Carers Pension

® Home & Community Care
Program (HACC)

# Pharmaceutical Allowance

# Additionai Family Allowancsa

® Faster pension indexation

Medicare was introduced to provide comprehensive health
coverage for pensioners and retirees. To assist older
Australians who wished to stay at home, HACC, and acarer
pension were introduced. To assist with medicine costs a
forinightly Pharmaceutical Alowance was introduced.
Pension increases were permanenily brought forward

12 weeks—ihe shoriest period ever betwesn the nublication
of the CP! and pensicn increases.

1993
Keating ALP Gevernment

# Zarnings Credit Scheme

A system was introducad where sensioners could sam extra

ncome without losing pension paymenis.

AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY 2004 n
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14 Getober 2003

Mr Peter McSpadden

Dear Mr McSpadden

Thank vou for your recent visit to my otfice regarding pensioner,concessions for local council
rates.

For your information pensioner rate concessions are the responsibility of State and Local
Governments and are not an area over which [ have any junisdiction as a Federal Member of
Parliament.

However, vou may interested to know that for many vears the Queensland Government has
provided a subsidy equal 10 20% (up 0 a maximum of 5130 each vear} of the gross rates and
charges levied by a Local Council to holders of a Queensiand Pensioner Concession Card
issued by Centrelink or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. This concession is only available
to property owners where it ig their principal piace of residence. Some Councils also offer
additional concessions to pensioners funded from their own resources. All of these concessions
are administered by vour local Council and vou would need to apply to the Maryborough City
Counci! to receive the relevant subsidies. .

7‘;?);’”115 D]

-)ﬁ— Council rates and charges have been rising at almost double the rate of other cost increases over
recent vears. There has however been no increase in the maximum rate of State Government
Pensioner Subsidy for many vears. You may wish o again raise with vour State Member, Mr
Foley, about the need for the State Government 10 update 1is Pensioner Rate Remissicns o keep
abreast of the rate rises over the vears.

The Ausmalian Government provides financial assistance direct to Australian Locai Councils o

assist thern 10 meet their obiigations to the community. This funding is increased every vear
#  and now totals more than 31.1 billion. Councils are iree to spend this money as they see fit and

an use the money provide :t}ecﬁzu pensioner rate subsidies. Councils also receive about
ﬂr(‘ $500 miilion a vear from the A umdn Government 1o heip mm tocal road needs.

in addition, vou wouid be aware that Australian Governiment pensions ang income support
sayments are ‘ncreased reguiarly 1o take account of Consumer Price Index {CPI) increases. The
age pension is indexed in March and September each vear to ensure it keeps in line with

‘ncreases 10 the cost of {iving. Rate rises and other cost increases are taken into account 1n the /
setting of the CPL In addition. the Federal Coalition Government has legislated 10 require the »
maximum singie pension rate © also be at least 25% of Male Tomal Average "Week]y Earmings.
This requirement snsures pensioners are not iefl benind 4s a result of ncreased iiving standards
nemy achieved across the commumty through higher wages.




1 & November 2005

Mr Peter McSpadden

Dear Mr McSpadden

*

Thank you for your recent letter in response to my carlier correspondence regarding pensioner
concessions for local council rates.

[ 'can understand your frustration and disappointment that the Queensiand Government has not
indicated its willingness to increase the level of subsidy for rates to pensioners and | have noted
the comparisons in your letter with pensioner rebates in other States.

You have suggested that the Federal Government legisiate so that the subsidies for pensioners
are uniform across the nation. While the Australian Government provides financial assistance
direct to the State Governments and Local Councils to assist them to meet their obligations to
the community, the Constitution does not allow the Commonwealth to pass specific legislation
pertaining to pensioner rate concessions. In addition, even if the Commonwealth did have the
power, it wouid obviously be unfair for one Government to pass laws which required another
Government to make payments to a specific group in the community.

I would urge you to continue pursuing this issue with the State Government.

However, if an appropriate opportunity arises for me to highlight this issue, I will certainly do
50.

‘Thank you again for taking the time to write to me again about this issue.

Yours sincerely

C Ltfer do Mo diustrabian

" 7 g .
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‘Shop 1 Comet Place

133 Lennox Street

Maryborcugh Qld 4850

Phone: {07} 4122 2277

Fax: {07) 4122 1980

Email:
maryborough@parliament.gid.gov.au

MH CHRIS FOLEY MP
STATE MEMBER FOR MARYBOROUGH

14 November 2005
Mr Peter McSpadden

Dear Peter

A reply has been received from the Office of the Premiar in response o representation
made to him again about the Pensioner Rate Subsidy Scheme.

The reply Is attached for your information. You will see from the response that the
Queensland Government are unable to increase the subsidy at this time but have assured
that the issue will continue to be monitored in the context of ongoing budget reviews.

The Premier's Chief of Staff has also supplied contact details shouid you require further
information or assistance in relation to this matter.

From my point of view, | will continue to bring this matter before Parliament from fime to
time as | know many pensioners are doing it tough at present.

Kind Regards 7l

Mr Chirig Foley MP
State Member for Maryborough

encl.




Shop 1 Comet Place

133 Lennox Street

Maryborough QId 4650

Phone: (07) 4122 2277

Fax: (C7) 4122 1980

Emai:
maryborough @ pariiament.qld.gov.au

MR CHRIS FOLEY MP
STATE MEMBER FOR MARYBOROUGH

The following question was tabled at Queensland Parliament by Chris Foley MP, State Member for
Maryborough, on Wednesday 10 August 2005. In accordance with the Sessional Orders, an answer
is required from the relevant Minister by Friday 9 September 2005,

QUESTION ON NOTICE

1113 MR FOLEY asked the Minister for Environmentai, Local Government, Pianning and Wwomen
{Ms Boyle) -

With reference to the State Government which introduced a pensioner rate subsidy in 1981
subject to a cap of $120 which was subsequently increased to $180, but it has not been raised
since 1992-

Why has this subsidy not been raised to at least keep pace with inflation and what plans does
the Government have to redress this unfair situation?




Shop 1 Comet Place

133 Lennox Street

Maryborough Qid 4850

Phone: (07) 4122 2277

Fax: {07) 4122 1980

Email:

maryborough @ parliament.qid.gov.au

MR CHRIS FOLEY MP
STATE MEMBER FOR MARYBOROUGH

The following question was fabled at Queensiand Parliament by Chris Foley MP, State Member for
Maryborough, on Wednesday 10 August 2005. In accordance with the Sessional Orders, an answer
was provided by the Minjster for Environment. Local Government, Planning and Women by Friday 8
September 2005.

QUESTION ON NOTICE

1113 MR FOLEY asked the Minister for Environment, Local Government, Planning and Women (Ms
Boyie) -

With reference to the State Government which intrcduced a pensioner rate subsidy in 1981 subject
to a cap of $120 which was subseguently increased o $180, but it has not been raised since 1992-

Why has this subsidy not been raised to at least keep pace with inflation and what plans does the
Government have to redress this unfair situation?

ANSWER:

There are two principal sources of concession for pensioner ratepayers — the State Pensioner Rate
Subsidy Scheme (PRSS) administered by the Concessions Unit, Department of Communities; and
additional pensioner rate remissions {under the Local Government Act 1993) that are made
available by many local governments. The level of any remission or concession provided by a local
government is entirely at its discretion.

The State PRSS expenditure has increased from $27.13 million in 1992-1983 to $41.788 million in
2003-2004. This expenditure has grown significantly due to increases in the number of
Queenslanders who receive pensions. There are approximately 244,000 pensioner households in
receipt of the subsidy.

 Pension rates are regularly adjusted and are increased in iine with movemenis in the Consumer

Price index (CP! in March and September of each year. Rises in local government rates and “k
charges are taken into account when the pension and aliowance payment rates are indexed. '

Tne provision of concessions to pensioners, seniors and veterans is a major commitment for the
Queensiand Govermnment with in excess of $430 million expended annually. in addition to the rate
subsidy, the range of concessions includes ambutance, public transport, car and boat registration,
electricity and a variety of health services. The Government is committed to ensuring these
entitlements to pensioners and seniors are sustainable over the coming decades.

While the Government is mindful of the significance concessions provide to people on fixed low
incomes, an increase in the maximum level of the subsidy is not possibie at this time. This issue will
continue io be monitored in the context of ongoing budget reviews.
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hop t Comet Place

133 Lennox Street

Maryborough Qid 4650

Phone: (07)4122 2277

Fax: (G7y 41221980

Emaitl:

maryborough@ parliament.gld.gov.au

MR CHRIS FOLEY MP
STATE MEMBER FOR MARYBOROUGH

wy

The following question was tabled at Queensiand Parliament by Chnis Foley MP. State Member for
Maryborough, on Tuesday 9 August 2005. In accordance with the Sessional Orders, an answer is
required from the relevant Minister by Thursday 8 September 2005.

QUESTION ON NOTICE

1088 ME FOLEY asked the Minister for Environment, Local Government, Pianning and Women (Ms
Boyle) -
With reference to the West Australian Government which in 2001 brought m concessions for
pensioners being a 50 per cent rebate on local government rates and a 50 per cent rebate on
water corporation annual charges for pensioners-

Wil the State Government consider similar rebates for Queenslanders?
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Shop 1 Comet Plac
133 Lennox Street
Maryborough Gld 4630
Phone: (7] 4122 227
Fax: {07y 41221
Email:

marvborcugh @ pariiament.gid.gov.au

MR CHRIS FOLEY MP
STATE MEMBER FOR MARYBOROUGH

The following question was tabled at Queensiand Parliarment Dy Chris Foley MP, State Member for
Maryborough, on Tuesday 9 August 2005. In accordancs with the Sessional Orders, an answer
was provided the relevant Minister for Environment, Local Govemment, Planning and Women by
Thursday 8 September 2005.

QUESTION ON NOTICE

1059 MR FOLEY asked the Minister for Environment, Local Government, Planning and Women
{Ms Boyte) -

ions for

With reference o ine Weast Australian Government which in 2001 brought in concess
ebate on

ensioners peing a 50 per cent rebate on local government rates and a 50 per cent
& g p

water corporation annual charges for pensioners-

s
P

Wil the State Government consider similar rebaies for Queenstanders?

ANSWER:

There are twe principal sources of concession for pensioner ratepayers in Queensland - the State
Pensioner Pate Subsidy Scheme (PRSS) administered by the Concession Unit, Department of
Communities: and additional pensioner rate remissions (under the Local Government Act 7883) that
are made available by many iocal governments. The level of any remission or concession provided
by a local government is entirely at its discretion.

The provision of concessions to pensioners, seniors and veterans Is a major commiiment for the
Queensiand Government with in excess of $43C million expended annually. In addition to the rate
subsidy. the range of concessions includes ambulance, public transport, car and boat registration,
glectricity and a variety of heaith services.

wnile the Qusensland Government i3 mindful of wie significance that Concessions Proviae 10 pecple
on fixed iow incomes, an increase in the level of the subsidy is not possible at this time. This issue
will continue t¢ be monitored in the context of ongoing budget reviews.
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s PUVGTLY tuw.
two-way street?

It was refreshing tc read (FCC
15-66-07) that Panl Neville’s “offi-
cial” figures quoted in “What
noveriy?” weren't in fact official.

However, I am siill confused.

if 1 read Paul correctly an un-
ernployed single person and an
aged single person have different
levels of poverty.

How is this so?

Do they eat less, pay less reni,
wear fewer clothes?

H. Howard (FCC 14-06-G7),
tatked of pensioners “slow starva-
tion”. Maybe this is the answer.

I personally believe anyone not
receiving $352.16 nel a week is
living in poverty.

1 also believe rather than a
$500, one off handout, the federal
government should have raised
the aged pension from 25% of
adult average full-time salaries,
Lo 27%. This is what it was in 1975

We are after all, only as
wealthy as our poorest neigh-
bour. — JOHN A NEVE, Torguay.

A hoodwink

Regarding the letters from Cy
d'Oliveira (FCC 11-06-07) and Pau}
Neville (FCC 02-06-07), according
to National Ageing Research
Institute director Professor Allan
MclLean, single living-alone pen-
giopers paying commercial renis
or Hving in their own homes
cannot atford to eyt property.

He has received support from
the NSW Combined Pengioners’
and Superannuanis’ Assoeiation
and the St Vincent de Paul Socie-
ty.

CPSA general manager Megan
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Lee said the single age pension
did not provide a sufficient buffer
against unexpected bhitls.

She said the problem was
greatest for those in their 80s
who had heen living on tight
pensioner budgets for more than
15 years and were suddenly fac-
ing the cost of necessary house
modifications and ever-increasing
medical biils.

One reason is because reguiar
CP1 pension increases do not
compensate for the real rise in
Hving costs of older people on low
incomes.

The St Vincent de Paul Socie-
ty's John Wicks, a retired econo-
mist, describes the CPI as the
“biggest hoodwink perpetuated
on the public”.

Mr Wicks said items hoiding
the CPI inflation figures down
tended to be of a luxury nature
(cars, jewellery, overseas holi-
days) ~ which low-income people
couid not afford - while {he rising
cost of essentials exceeded aver-
age inflation.

This appaliing negleet of single
pensioners is & sheer disgrace.

{ note that Mr Neville states

that with rent assistance, the
weekly pension is about $307
{without rent assistance it is
about $262).

Well, no one can get a decent
rental under about $150 a week,
which would leave the pensioner
only about $157 a week for every-
thing elge. - P. ROBB, Mary-
borough.

Slippery situation
Several months ago I made a
compiaint to the cenire manage-
ment a local shopping centre
regarding the slippery veliow
lineg around the car pariking
area. -
I had quite a bad fall. On Tues- .




ay 1 HpuILIng
to pensioners

Over the past three years our
poiiticians have enjoved six tax
cuts, equating to more than a
year’s pension for oid-age pen-
sioners,

Now, ironically, a remuner-
ations tribunai has inereased the
base rate of politician salaries by
4.2% on top of a recent 2.5%, totall-
ing 6.7% this year.

For the life of me, | cannot see
the logic in giving our politicians
such a bountiful handout when
the hase rate for pensioners has
been kept at 25% of average wag-
es for the iast 10 years.

Tax cuts do not have any valie
or gain for pensicners. in fact, by
holding down wage/salary in-
creases, they hold down pensiong,

Pensioners still have to pay
GST at a time of littie, if any,
pension increase,

This pay rise for politicians is
not just immoral but downright
insulting to bensioners, strug-
gling with high energy, rent and
food prices due to petrol costs. -
CY D’OLIVEIRA, Hervey Bay,

it's clear where
centre should he

Re L. Gallagher's letter “Muke
Bay centre of sur amalgamated
universe” (FCC 18-6-07)- Mary-
boreugh does not finish at the
city centre,

We residents in the coastal
villages are 60km to 80km from
Hervey Bay and i is not worth
the trouble, time or cost to aceess
any of the claimed facilities, espe-
cially when most necessitios are
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available in Maryborough.

Tiaro is in the same situation.

I have passed a top hospital in
Maryborgugh, only 28km from
home, and heen taken to the Bay
three times in the past two years.
This means my wife and friends
have been faced with the risky
120km drive along the “goat
track” in order to visit me.

A similar situation will oceur
for many people if the administra-
tion centre is in the BRay.

I suggest that Mr Gallagher
draws two 50km circles on a map,
using each town as a centre point.
He will soon see where the ad-
ministration centre should he, —
JOHN HACKETT, Boonooroc.

They'll charge us

At long last | now understand the
terrn “Come in spinner”. I now
read our federal government is to
“add $358 million to existing
pragrams”, currently $600 mil-
lion, to give us broadhand.

But haven’t we just soid Tel-
stra? Weren't we told private
enterprise was better and cheap-
er as a result of competition?

une 22, 2007,

Pension too low
TI“{Iﬂ OECD states
try's Poverty 1
on the average aduif .
[ wage g5
1 Week ang that poverty jipe
should pe 40% ¥ oy
male wage,
- What i true here
/ is th;_it the hasig of the ol4..

i

f
]

f

ates that g Coun-
e is Calculateq

» of average agy

in Austrglig

I there is a dollar to be made in
broadband why aren’t Telstrg and
Optus providing it?

Having received neariy $1
billion doilars of taxpayers’ mo-
ney, theyl charge us fo use our
system. - JOHN A. NEVE, Tor-

quay.

Govt needs to

even-handed 3

Having watched the presenta-
tion of the budget and the reply
by Mr Eudd, it was noticeable
that the government memberg
Wwere unable to give the respect
to Mr Rudd’s speech that wag
afforded the {reasurer. | helieve
it shows the degree of arro-
gance this government has
accumulated over jtg {ime in
office.

It would do the party good 1o
gain some bumility and show a
more even-handed application
to policy instead of governing
for mainly the business end of
the population. Ag much as we
ticed business, s does bigi-
ness need the peopie.

I wonder how fong it will be
before Mr How rard and friends
USe money not spent in this
budget to Implement some of
the policies mentioned by My
Rudd? They now seem bereft of
ideas.

As for how the hudget affect-
ed ys, naturally zg pensioners
we are grateful for the one-off

I —

show more
lication

Government metnbers were

unable to
show respect to My Rudd's speech. -

payment but know welj that
the future is going to be hard
and more expensive,

Maybe it would have been -
more appropriate to give age
pensisers a more beneficial
and worthwhile formightly
raise to bring the rate above
the poverty lins rather than a
one-off payment which, as 1
said, is appreciated it for
some it will not Iast long and
won't sojve hardship the rest of
the year - B. SMITH, Uran-
gan.




v Kewvin Corcoran
=dit@irasercosstchrenicie.com.au
CDERLY Hervey Bay residents
ight be abls to book thelrrates up
ainst the vmlue of their property.

Councillar Paul Hefferan said
me sort of rate assistance was
reded followring a hugeincreasein
nd valuatioms.

“The couxcil has not yet deter-
ined what ¥ts raies will be forthe
xtvear,” By Hefferansaid.

“We realise there is alotof inge-
1rity, especially by the eiderly,
at their raies are going to
crease,” hesaid
“There are going o be cases
riere people will not beabletomeet
eir rates Biil without help from
mily or the councH or they will
\ve to mmove out of their house.”
Council raies are based on the
due of ymimkproved land.

This wear the value of unim-
‘oved land in Hervey Bayrosean
rarage of 13.5% while houses on
e Esplanads jumped between 3%

WE50%.

_ -
Count blessings
THE Marvhorough council bud
gei has produced some col-
plainis aboutratesincreasss.

Looking in from the oulside
Maryborough seemstobes well
managed city when compared (o
Hervey Bay.

Last vear, for insiance, our
couneil prepared a budget which
was knocked back by the state
governmenl Yet, only one¢oun-
cillor (Hefferan) had io guis o
speak out againstit

The minimum raie has shot
up from $410 to $560 ormore than
40% , in the pasitwo vears When
one considers that over 50% of
Bav residents and ralepayers
earn an income of less than $200
per week, one might wellroma o
+he conclusion thatour counct

- officers and councillors are a

bunch of people with dstinet
sociopathic tendencies.

The ratepavers of Maryboer-
ough should count their bless-
ings.— H. PFALLER, Seaview
D, Booral.

Rates debate

REGARDING John A Ny
(FC( 18-6-03) “Hervey Bay cott |
cil proposing to allow the elde,
1y and those on fixved incomes {o
defray their rates against the
eguity they have in their hous-
es”, the following isan extract
from the ordinary minutes #1&i
11-6-03: i
«Councilior Clark said she
would like to know how many
people would fall into this cate-
gory, what would be the possiblei
cost to council and from where ¢

porting sucha motion orputting

the additional level of service
come Dbecause others would
have to pay to enable counciiio
offer this level of service.”

Far from “not understanding |
or scaremongering” Mr Neve,] |
would suggest any responsible
councillor should have aske:
the guestions I did before sup-

such a motion.

MOVED (Hefferan/Camp-
beil) that:

1. Ratepayers be entitled to
apply for raies assistance, the
assistance to take the form of
council allowing residents
jeniency in regard o outstand-
ing rates by allowing pavment
at a later date or when their -
property is eventually sold.

2. The outsiin® _g raies
would attract an interest of 2%
above council’s borrowing rate.

3. The criteria for a ratepayer
io be eligible would be that they
were over 65 vears of age, they
had been living in the same
premises more than 18 years,
the unimproved land value
would need to be greater than
the average value of Hervey Bay
Citv residential land and any
mortgages on the properiy
would need te be nogreaterthan
40% of the valnation. —JENNY
CLARE, councillor, Hervey
Bav City Council.

X
¥
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Rates must be paid -
time to pay costs mo

@ From Page 1

The valug is set by the state gov-
ernment and is based on land sales in
the past year.

Esplanade residents from Hervey
Bay. Toogoom and Burrum Heads
have started a camnpaign to have a dif-
farential rates sysiem introduced.
They argue that they could be paying
up io seven times more in rates than
residenis who lived only one street
back from the Esplanade.

Ratepayer groups said that the
increase would force the elderly,
especially those on fixed incomes,
from their homes.

Mr Hefferan said the rates policy
aimed to show thatthecouncilhada
goul and would provide a safety net
for those who could not pay their
rates bill. )

It was designed toallow them exira
time to pav, but not stop paving their
bill, he said.

Under the proposal’ Tesidents
would be given leniency on outsiand-
ing rates by allowing payment at a
later daie or when the property was
sold.

The outstanding rates would

attract interest o 2% above
cil’'sborrowing rate.

The criteria for a rateps
eligible will be that they ax
vears of age, have been Iiv:
same address for more thar
and the unimproved la:
would need to be greater
average value of residenil
the Bay. Any morigageontt
ty would need to be no gre
40% of the valuation.

Mr Hefferan wanisani
tion into the proposed sch
released before the counc
rates forthe year.

The proposal drew sup}
all councillors, and a war:
councillor Jenny Clark.

“I1 is all well and good {
winsupport from these pec
need to know how many v
suchaservice and how muc
cost the council,” she said.

“It eould cost hundreds
sands of doliars and somet
pay.”

Mrs Clark was coneernec
cil would have tocut servic
there were go many unpaid
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Queensland
Government

Zepamment of

Communities

30 Jurne 20086

Mr P McSgpadden

Dear Mr McSpadden

~

Thank you for your letter of 8 February 2006 concerning the Queensland Government Pensioner
Rate Subsidy Scheme.

From your correspondence and the other material yvou provided, | understand you are fully aware
cf the scheme’s benefits and the Queensiand Government's position regarding the maximum leved
of subsidy available. | am unable ic add anything further but can only reiterate that this issue will
continue 10 be monitorad in the cantext of ongoing budget reviews.

in reiation to your other comments regarding government assistance, | wish to advise that
Pensioner Concession Card, Queensiand Seniors Card and some Gold Card holders are entitled
to a 50% reduction on the registration fee component of the total motor vehicle registration fee
payable. This represents a saving of $101 on a four cylinder car and $155 for a six cylinder car.

itis also important to note since August 1897, the Queensland Government has provided & fuel
subsidy so that Queensiand moterists and other fuel consumers receive the benefit of lower fuel
prices. Al the present rate, this equates to fuel prices in Queensland remaining at least 8.354
cents per litre less than intersiate prices.

I am enclosing a copy of the Concessions made easy brochure which provides information on all
the Queensiand Government concession schemes. As requested, | am also enclosing a copy of
the Gueensiand Constitution. Ycu can access the Australian Constituticn through the
Commoanweazith Government's website nitp://www pm.gov.au/aus _in fogus/constitution/ingex.him.

| trust this informaticn is of assistance. Please contact me on 3247 9125 or 1800 460 849 freecall
if you require clarification or additional information.

Yours singarely

~
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Cerman Roughead

Manager, Ceneessions Unit Cencessions Lng

111 George Stres;
Zrisbang Queernsiang <0CC
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SPG Sox 808

Brispzne Juaensianz <001

Telephone 07 3247 3841

Facsimtie 07 3247 3508

Website www.communities.gig gov.ge

ABN 38 872 306 587






