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Dear Sir,

May 1 please make a brief submission to the Standing Committee on Community
Affairs

f wish comment on the effect of escalating petrol and food prices on the living
standards and the quality of life life of pensjoners and of people on a low income.
The effect of these rises impose a disproportionately heavy burden on the above
groups. If a person on a low income has to pay 10 or 20 cents per litre extra on petrol,
this may amount to 500 to a 1000 dollars annually. in excess of previously required
expenses.

This figure is trivial to someone caraing an income of say 60.000 dollars or more
annually. . but is a considerable burden to pensioners. The same applies to the cost of
essential foods.

What | wish to suggest for consideration, whether esseitial food items and petrol
could be obtained at a concessional rate for pensioners and possibly for lower income
groups, or health card holders.

The cost of travel on public transport and entertainment, and more importantly
medical expenses through Medicare and the costs of pharmaceuticals are already
reduced for those in need., by the mechanisms of pensioner cards and senior citizen
cards.

Would it be possible for these groups to obtain concessions, on production of their
approptiate cards, to cover the costs of food and petrol in order to redress an
imbalance and alleviate hardship

Yours sincerely ,
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